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What's The 83est Wlove?

Conducted by
IRWIN SIGMOND

Send solutions to Position No.
254 to reach Irwin Sigmond, 5200
Williamshurg Blvd., Arlinglon T,
Va., by May 15, 1959, With your
solution, please send analysis or
reasons supporting your choice of
“Best Move” or moves.

Solution to Position No., 254 will ap-
pear in the June 5, 1959 issue,

NOTE: Do not place solutions to two
positions on one card; be sure to indicate
correct number of position being solved,
and give the full name and address of
the solver to assist in proper crediting of
relution,

Posttion No. 254
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White to play

L. to R. Douglas Fairbanks,

Photo by Harry Borochow, 1921, on set of Fairbanks movie, “The

Three Musketeers.

SOMEONE MAY SEE IT
IN TIME

T'he  following  announcement  reached
March 26, just as the
Aprl 20 maternal was being sealed to
send to the brintler,

Club officiale please remember, at least
seven weeks advance notice §s required
to insure nsertion in time to be of prac-
tical benefit te any event.

the editor on

April 18-19, 1959
Birmingham Open
Championship

To be held at Stockham Hall, Bir-
mingham Southern College

April 18 and 19, 1959

1007 USCF rated (membership re-
guired)

Entrance {ec: $1,00 (plus $4.00 USCF
fee to non-members)

Five round Swiss

For details write F. W. Kemp, Box
114, Palmerdale, Ala.

(Another late arrival)

April 18 and 19

Ist ANNUAL CENTRAL PENN.
OPEN CHESS TOURNAMENT

USCF RATED—5 ROUNDS SWISS
AT

1119-11th AVENUE, 2nd FL.,
ALTOONA, PA.

1st ROUND—SAT, 10:00 A.M,
ENTRANCE FEE §3.00 4+ USCF

MEMBERSHIP
TROPHIES PLUS 709 OF
ENTRANCE FEES
FOR
CASH PRIZES.

SPONSOHED BY THE CHESS CLUB
OF THE

ALTOONA PARK & RECREATION
BOARD

John Raber, Secretary
Altoona Chess Club
1428 Jackson Ave.

Altoona, Pa.
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In order that readers who may wish to cut out the Reshevsky story
and games may do so without worrying about the material which might
appear on the reverse sides of the clippings, this issue has been set up
with that possibilily in mind. If the column conducted by your favorite
has been omitted from this issue, please remember that it is not his
fault—he’ll be back with you in the near future. And to those of you
who want bolh the Reshevsky clippings and a complete paper for your
growing CHESS LIFE f{ile, it is suggested that you order an extra copy
from the Business Office, U. S. Chess Federation, 80 East 11th St., New
York 3, N.Y., not from your editor.

P alenin 2=

International Grandmaster Samuel Reshevsky makes a move in the 7th round
at the Marshall Chess Club, during the U.S. Championship, (1959).

(Photo by Kenneth Harkness)

TO ALL CHESS LIFE READERS

Upen being informed that this issue of CHESS LIFE is to be dedicated to
me, I feel highly honored.

I have spent the last six years exclusively at chess. During the last two years,
[ am happy to report, | have noticed a substantial upsurge in chess interest in this
country. An ever-mcreasing number of high school and college students at my
simultancous exhibitions s a good indication of the growing popularity of the
royal game. Chess is, slowly but surely, on the way of gaining the position it so
well deserves. 1 hope to continue to do my part in reaching this commendable goal.

Sincerely,
SAMUEL RESHEVSKY

DON’T FORGET

U. 5. JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIP—HOTEL ROME
OMAHA, NEBRASKA, JULY 13-18

U. 5. OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP—SHERATON-FONTENELLE HOTEL
OMAHA, NEBRASKA, JULY 20-AUGUST 1.




ALL'S WELL THAT ENDS WELL

Mastering the End Game
By WALTER KORN, Editor of MCO

THIRD OUT OF FOUR
Completing the “triology” from Averbakh’s booklet, started in Dia.
64, and continued In Dia. 65, we show here his latest example of the
theme, i.e. Kubbel's version published in 1940. Instead of two Knights,
we have a Knight and Bishop, chasing Black’'s King and (wo Pawns into
mating net! An additional speciman follows in the next issue.
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White ¢ move and win

Diagram 66

Solution: 1. N-Né, P-N7; 2. N-QS5ch, K-
Q3; 3. N-B3 (Black’s pawn !5 halted—
but the HKing hurries to assist), K-Bdl
(If 3. » K-K4; 4. N-N1, K-Q5; 5. B-B8,
P-B6; 6. B-BS stopping Black in his
trek) 4. N-N1! K-N5; 5. K-Né! P-Bé; &
B-Q3, K-Né; 7. K-NS5, P-B7; 8. B.B4
matel

Position No. 250

Zita-Filip, Prague & Marlanske Lazne,
1956

If Black plays BxN, he will have no
simple problem trying to force an end-
game win with his extra pawn, The
same {s true after 1, ..., N-R7ch; 2.

KxB, N-NSch; 3. K-K6, NxR; 4. NxR,
NxN.

Filip played 1. ... , B-B2] threaten-
ing mate and forcing the win of a
piece., The game continued 2. N-N2 (if
K-K5, then simply BxN), N-Q8; 3. B-
Bsq, R-R7; 4. P-B3, NxB; 5. PxP, N-
RS5¢h; and Zita resigned.

Several solvers tried to mate Immedl-
ately by 1. ......, N-Ndeh or 1. ....., N-
K7ch; but these are answered by 2,
KxB, The try by 1. ......, R-Rsq can be
refuted in several ways of which 2.
N-N3 seems the simplest,

Correct solutions are acknowledged
from: David Ames, Robln Ault, George
W. Baylor, Howard Blllian, M, D, Blu-
menthal, Joe Bohac, A. Bomberaullt,
George H. Chaney, Duke Chinn, Ramon
Cook, Curtin, K. A. Czernleckl, Joseph
Eisenbach, E. Gault, Rlchard Gibian,
Edmund Godbold, 0. Goddard, John T.
Hamllton, H, M. Hawkes*, Earl R. Haw-
kins Jr., Rea B. Hayes, Donald C. KHills,
Homer H. Hyde, Viktors Tkauniks, John
E. Ishkan, D. W. Johnson, Andy Kafko,
Harry Kaye, Fred ). Knuppel, E, J.
Korpanly, Jack Miller, M, Milstein, Ed
Nash, Vincent Noga, Craig Olson,
George W. Payne, John Pranter, Ed-
mund Roman, Max Schlosser, 1.
Schwartz, Davld Silver, Reuel L. Smlilh,
Larry Snyder, Herbert Solinsky, Bob
Stelnmeyer, W. E. Stevens, Richard
Strasburger, Francls Trask, George
Trefzer, Hugh C. Underwood, George
Wall, Joe Weininger, Willlam B. Wil-
son, Nell P. Witting, and Robert G.
Wright.

The sclvers score handlly by 55-8.
*Welcome to new solver

3ﬂurnamenf ol}ﬂ?

Tournament organizers wishing an-
novncements of their forthcoming
USCF rated events to appear in this
column should make application at
least seven weeks In advance, on
special forms which may be ob-
talned from USCF Business Manager,
Kénneth Harkness, 80 East 11th St
New York 3, N, Y. or from Editor
CHESS LIFE, 19 Dutch Village Road,
Hal'fax, MN.5., Canada.

May 2 & 3

SOUTH TEXAS OPEN
CHAMPIONSHIP

Nueces Hotel, Corpus Christl, Texas.
5 round Swiss, with a time !imit of
30 moves In 2 hours. Entry fee is $4.00
plus membership in the USCF. Prizes
include $50.00 first prize, trophies for
flrst, second and third places. Trophles
also for best junior and lady. For fur-
ther Information write to Henry Young-
man, P. 0. Box 844, Corpus Chrlisti,
Texas.

May 16-17
LAKE ONTARIO OPEN

LA =

2 Yas. Sun.) Guaranteed 1st prize $50.
other prizes as entries parm.lt Entry
fee: $5.00 to USCF members (plus
$5.00 USCF dues for non-members). For
detalls, write to Dr. E. W. Marchand,
192 Sevllle Dr., Rochester 17, N.Y.

June 26-28

CAROLINA’S OPEN
CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP

Will take place at the US0O Bullding,
Southport, North Carclina, Slx round
Swiss, open to all, with a2 time limit
of 60 moves in 2% hours. Entry fees:
$5 tournament entry fee; $2 annual
dues In NCCA or SCCA; £5 comblned
fee for Junlors, 18 vears old or voung-
er; USCF membership or $5 annual
dues., Prizes include trophy and $100
for first prize, $50 second prize. Cash
prizes 3rd to 5th places, $25 Junilor
prize, Trophy, Womans' prize. Bring
sets and clocks. For further informa-
tion write to Norman Hornsteln, South-
port, N. C.

June 26, 27, 28

1959 NEW JERSEY STATE
JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIP

Will be held at the Penn-Atlantlec Ho-
tel, South Carolina & Atlantie Avenue,
Atlantiec City, N. J. Open to all New
Jersey resident Juniors who were born
on or after July 15, 1938, (not 21), &
round Swiss, with 45 moves in the first
2 hours. Entrance fee is 52.00 to USCF
and NJIJSCF members., Additlonal fees
inelude USCF membership $£5.00,
NJSCF membership $1.00 for non-mem-
bers. Prizes inelude: round trlp bus
fare to U.S. Junior Champlonship tour-
nament in Omaha, Nebraska for first
and second place winners and, If pos-
slble, for third place winner, Trophles
will also be awarded, wlth a speclal
trophy awarded to the highest scoring
Junlor under 17 years of age, For fur-
ther information and advanced regis-
trations write to Alan Spellman, 2 N.
Swarthmore Ave., Veatnor, N. J.

CHESS IN WASHINGTON
by Dan Wade

Editor Wash. Chess Letter

Olaf Ulvestad with 60 won the 50
player Washlngton Open. This was held
in the Seattle Unlversity Student Un-
lon Bullding lounge on January 24th
and 25th. James McCormick lost only
te Ulvestad In the 6th round to take
sccond with a 5-1 score,

Third to ninth on Solkoff all with
4'=2-1%2 were Dr. Dave Groenig of Spo-
kane, Dr. A. A. Murray of Sealtle, Dan
Wade of Seattle, G.5.G. Patterson of
Seattle, Oliver LaFreniere of Yakima,
Don Kendall of Tacoma, and Ed Died-
rich of Tacoma. The top nine plus El-
mars Zemgalis, Viesturs Seglins, and
Vie Pupols, are qualified to play for
the Washington State Champlonship to
be held in late February., Seglins is the
tdefending champlon.

Players from Portland, Olympla, Bell-
ingham, BEothell, Snohomish, Vancouv-
er, Wash.,, Albany, Oregon, Everett,
Gig Harbor, Fort Lewis, Spokane, Ta-
coma, Yaklma, and Seattle attended.
The 50 entries made this the second
largest tourney in northwest histery.
The largest was last summer's Seattle
Seafalr with 55, Portland recently drew
44 to a tournament while Spokane twice
had 40 In their Inland Empire Open,

In the Spokane City Championship
Tournament, Dr, Dave Groenig and
Gordon Cornellus finished In a tie for
first each with 51. A snow storm cut
the number of entrles down te eleven
in this six round Swiss, A best two out
of three playoff will declde the cham-
plonship for 1959, Cornelius Is the de-
fending champion of Spokane while
Dr. Groenig is current Eastern Wash-
inglon Champion.

Junior chess s booming In Seattle,
Yakima and Porlland. Last year Seattle
had a wvery successful high school
league. This year Portland’s high school
league promises to be as good if not
better. The University of Washington
Chess Club, dormat for over two years,
has been revived by Buz Eddy, a gradu-
ate of West Seattle High School.

All northwest chess news is turned
iIn to the monthly magazine, “Wash-
ington Chess Letter” which has been
golng once a month for 135 Issues.
Probably 136 lssues by the time you

The Latvian <Ciubp won the 1¥bd-Dy
Puget Sound League Champlonship.
The Latvians had Elmars Zemgalis,
Viktors Pupols, and Viesturs Seglins
on their top three beards In most of
their team matches, The Latvians won
seven matches, lost none, and drew
5 to 5 with the runner-up Seallle
Chess Club, The Seattle Chess Club
won six, lost one to Tacoma, and drew
with the champlons, A team |s made
up of flve players and each player
plays his opponent two games. This Is
the 13th consecutive year the Pugel
Sound League has been in actlon.

Other teams In the final standings
were Kltsap County (6-2-0), West Seat-
tle (4-3-1), Tacoma {4-4-0), North Seatile
(3-4-1), McNeil Island (3-50), Olympia
(1-7-0), and Seattle Center (0-8-0).

The League's leadlng player was
James McCormick of Seattle who
played first board for Kitsap County
and compiled a 12 won, 0 lost, 2 drawn
record,

SCHOENE SHINES AS
PITTSBURGH CHAMP

Defending champion Andrew
Schoene won six in a row to retain
his grip on the Pittsburgh Metro-
politan Championship. In making
this sweep, Schoene won from five
of the six players finishing imme-
diately below him in the standings.
William Byland and Martin Lu-
bell took second and third, re-
spectively, after their 4%-11% tie
had been broken. George Baylor
came fourth with 4-2. Paul Roth
topped a quartet scoring 3%-2l,
to take fifth place. The others, in
order of placement, were Velimir
Djurdjevie, Daniel Miscevic, and
Bernard Berger.
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THE SHORTEST GRAND-
MASTER GAME

by PAUL LEITH

In Chess Life, April 20, 1958 1
referred to Botvinnik's {welve-
move win over Spielmann at Mos-
cow 1935, The editor then men-
tioned Matlison’s win over Tarta-
kower in eleven moves at Buda-
pest, 1926 and asked *“Any
others?”,

The shortest game between
Grandmasters (Tchigorin was in
1895 among the top players in
the world, and Marshall in 1914
at St. Petersburg was one of the
five finalists awarded the title of
Grandmaster by Czar Nicholas I)
seems to be one not found either
in “My Fifly Years of Chess” by
Marshall nor in “Marshall's Best
Games” by P. Wenman.

Marshall defeated Tchigorin in
eight moves! at the 1902 Monte
Carlo Tournament,

The game, as given in the Janu-
ary 1959 issue of “Chess in the
USSR”, follows:

TCHIGORIN DEFENSE

White Black
F. Marshall M. Tchigorin
1. P-Q4 P-Q4
2. P-QB4 N-QB3
3. N-QB3 PxP
4. P-Q5 N-R4
5. B-B4 B-Q2
6, P-K4 P-K3
7. PxP PxP

B. Q-R5 check Resigns

NOMINATIONS WANTED
FOR
USCF OFFICERS

L The terms of 3 USCF Vice-
Presidents expire in 1958. They
are not eligible to re-election
this year.,

The term of the USCF Secre-
tary expires this year. He is
eligible to re-election,

Submit your recommendations
for these positions to the mem-
ber of the Nominating Com-

mittee, nearest you.
Rhys Hays
430 W. 116th Street
New York 27, N.Y,.
A, Wyatt Jones
P. O. Bex 202
Shreveport, La,
| Melvin Semb
P. O. Box 135
Winona, Minnesota
~ Edmund Godbold
5734 North Winthrop Ave.
Chicago 40, .
Spencer Van Gelder
2735 Larkin St.
San Francisco, California
(Chairman)

Although nominations may be
sent to anv committee member,
any correspondence requiring a
reply should be addressed to
Chairman Van Gelder,

Problem Composers Note

Problem composers are invited
to submit problems published
Jan. 1, 1956 through Dec, 31,
1958 for possible inclusion in
a forthcoming FIDE album, The
deadline is May 1, 1959. For
details write Newman Guttman,
825 Park Ave., Plainfield, New

H Jersey. l
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CHESS LIFE is happy to present the
following names of devoted workers in
the cause of chess. Here 15 your chanc
ta honor that man or woman wha ma
or wmay not hae been a strong player
but whom you know has worked bara
for the edvancement of the game, Send
hiy name and address and  the reason:
why you think his name should be listec
im our Hall of Fame, to Fred M. Wren
Edior CHESS LIFE, Gove House

Perry, Maine.

{Presented in the order in which nomu
nations were received.)

ROBERT A. KARCH, 18025 Paseq
del Campo, San Lorenzo, Califor
nia. Chess Life, April 20, 1958
spoke of him as a one man com
mando. Came to San Francisco ir
August 1958, and by Novembel
had earned election as Vice-Presi
dent of San Franeisco Bay Ares
Chess League.

U. §. MASTER HENRY GROSS,
2544 Webster, San Francisco, Cali-
fornia. President Golden Gate
Chess Club, President San Francis-
co Bay Area Chess League, and
President California State Chess
Federation,

HARRY BOROCHOW, 6363 Wil-
shire Blvd., Los Angeles 48, Cali-
fornia. 61 years old, 50 years a
teacher; competed in many tourna-
ments. As California Chairman has
increased USCF memberships in
California by 50% bringing Cali-
fornia very close (about 10% be-
hind) to the number one spot.

JAMES B. REYNOLDS, 117 Brew-
ster, San Francisco 10, California.
For several years (nearly 10) gave
various simo competitions at Let-
terman Army Hospital. Originated
“Chess-In-Action” and now Editor
of the “Pacific Coast Chess Her-
ald.” Three years ago founded the
Precita Valley Chess Club and en-
tered a 6-man team league with
four elub members, and brought
home the championship to a fif-
teen member club.

HENRY MEIFERT, 64090 W. Kin-
ick Parkway, Milwaukee, Wiscon-
sin. Teacher and organizer for 15
years. Age 35.

HARRISON KINDIG, Otsego, Mich-
igan. Age S0—organizer and teach-
er for thirty years, office holder.

RALPH HOUGHTON, 855 Broad-
way, Newark, N. J., Age 70—teach-
er of youth. Traveled some 100,000
miles to participate in tourna-
ments.

GEORGE E. O'ROURKE, SR., 4430
Garrison St. N.W,, Washington, D,
C. For many years George, Sr., has
been doing all kinds of jobs for
chess, mostly of the unglamorous
type that take a lot of work. He is
founder, editor, and publisher of
the Washington Chess Divan News-
letter.

The same man who nominated George
O'Rourke comrmiented on one of the orig-
imal neminations appearing in the Mareh
5 wssue of CHESS LIFE: "PHIL BELL
sounds ltke the same Phil Bell who sterted
a chess club for kids in Washington sev-
eral years ago at the Bald Eagle Recrea-
tion Center,”

:

A. E. MONTGOMERY, 329 Sturges
Parkway, Elmhurst, Illinois. Has
taught chess to youngsters, age 8-
15, for the past six years at the
Elmhurst YMCA,

EDGAR T. McCORMICK, 102 North
Maple Stree!, East Orange, N. J.
He has devoted much of his time
to the other side of chess. He Is
president of the Independent Chess
Club which he has on the first
[loor of his home, and he has
helped many young aspiring chess
Players.

In Memoriam

CHESS LIFE records with re-
gret the recent passing of sev-
eral persons, each of whoin has
contribuled to the advancement
of CHESS.

Dr. Alexander Rueb, of The
Hapue, Netherlands. Dr. Rueb
was the first President of FIDE
(International Chess Federation)
and served the cause of World
Chess for over twenty-five
vears, With Dr. Euwe, he shared
responsibility for the Dutch
chess renaissance during the
three decades between 1920
and 1850,

Edward Weeks, of Washing-
ton, D.C. George O'Rourke, Sr.
reports, “"Edward Weeks was
one of the deans of Washington
chess, and one of the founders
of the Capital City Chess Club.
He has been a member of the
Divan for a number of vears
since the Capital forsook chess
for bridge. He was a gentleman
of the old school.”

Dudley H. Hosea, of San Die-
go, California. Noted as a sup-
porter and promoter of chess in
his area, the Point Loma Chess
Club met in his home. Sven
Almgren reports, “That rare
soul, a man with a passionate
love of the game matched by a
vigorous and wvouthful outlock
and a readiness to sacrifice him-
self in chess promolion. The on-
ly problem with him was to
Keep him from devoting ener-
gies to chess that he simply did
not have to spare.”

Mrs. Hazelle M. Treend, of
Detroit, Michigan. The wife of
Edward [. Treend, former Sec-
retary (1940-1950), Vice-Presi-
dent (1950-1953), and Treasurer
(1948-1952) of the USCF. Re-
ferred to in the Detroit papers
as “Well-known artist and art
teacher” DMrs. Treend was a
loyal and true friend of chess.
During her hushand’s tenure as
an official of the USCF, she
played hostess to dozens of vis-
iting chess personages, with a
gracious hospitality which en-
deared her to masters and wood-
pushers, alike.

May 30-31
ALBUQUERQUE QPEN

Will take place at the YMCA, 101 Cen-
tral N.W., Albuquerque, N.M. 5 round
Swiss, open (o all, with a tme lmit
af 45 moves in the first 2 hours, 24
moves per hour thereafter. Entry fee
of $53.1. Prlrzes include trophles for
first, second and third place winners.
Albuquerque champion and Jjunler
champion titles reserved for Albuquer-
que reskdents, Address entrles and in-
quiries to W. A. Muff, 2717 Espanola
N.E., Albuquerque, N.M. (Unrated)

Feldheim Takes March Rating

Improvement Tournament

Harry Feldheim, known in New York circles as an expert “blitz"
player, proved that he can also play serious tournament chess, by
defeating four and drawing one opponent and taking {irst place In the
March Rating-Tournament, conducted at the Chess & Checker Cil_lb of
New York. One of Feldheim’s wins was against Bernard Hill, winner
of the February tournament. Peretz Z. Miller, a member of the Marshall
Chess Club, also went undefeated and took second place wit_h a 4-1
score. Dick Moran, the Atlantic Coast Champion of 1958 and Lisa _Lane
of Philadelphia also had 4-1 and took 3rd and 4th places respectively.
Ties were broken by the Median System, 27 players competed. '

Competent adjudications were given by Masters James Sherwin,
Allen Kaufmann and Edmar Mednis. Frank Brady directed the weekend

event,

An interesting note is the fine caliber of chess offered by Miss Lane,
who is one of the up-coming women chess players in the country. Nick-
named “Miss Chesscake of 1959” by Frank Brady, Miss Lane defeated
Hill, Pamiljens and Rozea and drew with Noga and Miller.

April 25-26

May 2-3

Tournament, Russell, Kansas, (CL 3/5/39)
May 2-3

Munn, Ames, Iowa,
May 1, 2, 3

May 2-3 and 9-10—1959 Chicago Chess Championship,

4/5/59)
May %-10

Bullding, Seattle, Washlngton.
May 1617
July 13-18

July 20—Avg. 1 —1959 U.S. Open, Sheraton-Fontenelle Hotel, Omaha, Nebraska,

(CL 4/5/59)

Tournament Reminders

—Huren Valley Amateur Open and Huron Valley “Experts”
Invitational Tournament, Ypsilanti, Michigan. (CL 3,/20/59)

April 24, 25, 26 —The First Golden Kings New England Amateur Chess Cham-
pionship, YMCU, Boston, Mass. (CL 45/59)

April 24, 25, 26 —Spring Independent Open, East Orange, N. J. (CL 4/5/59)

—Second Mid-Continent Open, and 1959 Kansas State Chess

—1959 Jowa State Champlonship Tournament, Hotel Sheldon-

—25th Annual Wisconsin Championship, Swoboda Hotel, Stur-
geon Bay, Wisconsin, (CL 4/5/38)

—=Puget Sound Open, University of Washington Student Union

—'ndiana State Championship, Logansport, Indiana. (CL 4/5/59)

—1j.5. Junior, Hotel Rome, Omaha, Nebraska, (CL 4/5/59)

Chicago, Illinols {CLl
RS 3| T
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by Robert A. Karch

i‘ll ' he glad to hear and report on
military service chess anywhere on or
off the planet! My earthly address is:
16025 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenio,
Calif.

At last; An Army, Navy, Alr Foree
and Marine Corps team tournament
was actually held! The following story
was reporied by Willlam Plampin of
Alexandria, Virginia, who directed it.

Held at Feort Belveoir, Virginia over
Washington’s Blrthday weekend, it was
a ding dong battle right down to the
wire, Different results in a couple of
games In the last round would have
brought about a three-way-tie for first
place,

The tournament also had a “rags to
riches' flavor. Fort Myer, Virginia and
Fort Holabird, Maryland dropped out
aof the tournament officially but a cou-
ple of players showed up of their own
volition. The two “teams™ merged thelr
remnants and borrowed a playver from
Fort Belvoir's surplus. They designated
the collection as “Fort Belvolr No. I
and wound up champs!

Trophies were awarded to the first
and second place teams and certifi-
cates to each of the four members of

ON TO OMAHAI ,

the two teams. Presentation was made
by Colonel Jackson of Fort Belvoir,

The Teournament Committee headed
by M/Sgt. Wallers and Miss Wilma
Smlith, Seryice Club Dlrector, did a
first class job in organizing the tourna-
ment and Iin the hospltallity arrange-
ments, It was an excellent demonstra-
tion of what can be done with the
national tournament that is in the of-
fing next Fall.

No prizes were awarded for Individu-
al scores but high man was Staff Ser-
geant Robert D, Grande of Bolling
Air Force Base with a perfect 5.0 score.
There were seven right behind him
with 4.1,

1. Ft. Belvoir No. 3 ...cvmnnndd &
2. Bolling AFEB .....covommannad =1
3. Quantico Marine Base .....3 -2
4. Ft. Belveir No. 1 ....cvveeeeneein 28-2
5. Patuxent Naval Station ....2 -3
6. Ft. Belveoir No, 2 ... 13733
7. Ft. George G. Meade ........133%
8. Davison Airfield .. .........eeendl =4

SHFIIF SAGF

Fred Tounsend, 168 Linden St.,
Pittsfield, Mass.,, will swap un-
bound copies of Chess Review for
what have vou? Complete years for
1947, 1857, 1558. Also February
1952 and 1958.

(hess Life
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BY

FRED M, WREN, Editor of CHESS LIFE

The February 20, 1959 issue of CHESS LIFE (page 8, col. 31 expressed the
opinion that the recent Fischer-Reshevsky game proved only that the respective players
did not read the same magazines, and that wt did not necessarily mark the end of
Reshevsky's chess career. Several persons, prominent m Ameircan Chess, agreed with
that opinion, but several others, equally prominent and egqually authoritative, took
a dim view of it. It is perhaps only fair to all concerned—to the players, to the cnitics,
and to myself—to publish bere the editorial which I had written on the subject, and
thus to explain the import of the opinion bricflv expressed in the passage mentioned
abaove.

_Krmcé oul AEJ cruffé — j?f Lick faim when ki /a!ﬂ!

One of the most heart-breaking experiences your editor ever went
through took place in the Hague, Netherlands, in 1930 or 1931. In our
hero-worshipping stage of boyvhood, we had also enshrined a heroine, a
beautiful young lady, whose grace and ability as a swimmer and diver
combined to make her the Esther Williams of her time. On that terrible
day many years later, we cringed in agony as an audience in a second-
class theatre in the Hague booed the former star to the extent that she
burst into tears, and left tank and stage, before her scheduled act was
completed. Although we had served two years in the army in World
War One, and had seen a few things which still give us occasional night-
mare chills, this was the most cruel demonstration we had ever wit-
nessed of a fickle publie turning thumbs down on an erstwhile favorite.

it ee—m—an ) We received a letter from New York in which it~

was predicted that Fischer’s astounding slaughter of Reshevsky in a
few moves in the recent Rosenwald and U.S. Championship tournament,
would mark the end of Reshevsky's career as a dominant force in Ameri-
can chess, and, possibly, his appearances in important chess events.
It was the prediction, and the almost ghoulishly hopeful phraseology
of it, far more than the game score and its implications, which gave us
the same sinking feeling we had experienced in the Hague so long ago.
Are we so hardened and so victory-minded that we can write off in
this cavalier fashion the man who has probably carried the banner of
American chess farther and higher on more occasions than any other
living player? No, definitely not. It would be far more excusable to boo
the memory of Babe Ruth for not having produced a home run on his
last time at bat; to vell “You're finished" at Rocket Richard whenever
he finishes a game without scoring; or to point the finger of scorn at
Jack Dempsey for having, as he said, forgotten to duck. Babe Ruth has
gone forever. Rocket Richard has admittedly passed his physical prime,
although he is still the most feared hockey player in the world. Jack
Dempsey fighis no more. Yet these men, champions all, knew that no
one, no matter how good, can win every game; that from the depths
of defeat and despair frequently comes the spark which ecan turn the
doubtful comeback attempt into a triumphal tour; and that a champion
never quits. For in these sports of crushing bodily contact, the duration
of a champion's reign is short. The baseball-player, the bhoxer, and the
hockey-player are usually finished before they are forty years of age.
The legs become heavy, the vision less keen, and the coordination stalls.
Nol so in chess. For every youngster vou ean name who made his mark
by knocking off one or more of the older giants of the game—Morphy,
Capablanca, Alekhine, Pomar, Yanofsky, Fischer—we can give you the
name of an old-timer who, approaching or having passed the half-century
mark, has played some of the greatest chess on record—Marshall, Capa-
blanca, Alekhine, Tartakover, Emanuel Lasker, Meises, Sir George
Thomas, J. Johner, Saemisch, Staunton, and a hundred others. And how
about Botvinnik? If he had accepted the theory that one defeat ends a
career, Smyslov would probably still be the world champion. We refuse
to accept the premise. And we absolutely refuse to believe that Reshev-
sky is through; certainly not because of the outcome of a single game,
humiliating as it must have been to him.

Sammy Reshevsky has never held the world championship in chess,
and probably he never will. But he is made of championship material,
with intestinal fortitude enough for two champions, Fischer is young and
confident, and we share his hope and his belief that he will one day
bring the championship to our shores. His successes in the last two
Rosenwald events place him in a position comparable to that which Tahl
occupies in the USSR, Either of them would appear to be a worthy chal-
lenger for the world title. And, as has been the case for several years,
50 would Sammy Reshevsky.

jﬂ' EAE c:[:.'ltjfﬂ.;i

Not to all ladies, for I've learned that it doesn’'t pay Lo generalize.
After all, this is a chess newspaper, and my toasts and dedications should
in some degree be related to chess. This little tribute is not even directed
to lady chess playvers who undoubtedly derive some pleasure, not only
from their own games, but also from those of their husbands and
sweethearts and friends. No. I want to pay tribute to the chess widows—
to the non-chess-playing gals who have been unforiunate enough to fall
for men who do play chess,

So, here’s to you, ladies. To vou, Mary, whose husband has, for
twenty years or more, speni more of his waking hours playing chess
than he has with you and your children! To you, Susan, whose husband,
although not a strong player, is a wonderful organizer and promoter—
of chess clubs and chess events, and who has devoted more time to such
activities than he has in organizing and promoting the happiness and
welfare of his home and family! To you, Jane, whose fiance has lingered
too long over too many end-games, standing you up times without num-
ber. To vou, Frances, who for years have taken little vacation trips with
the children, while your husband spends his vacations attending various
chess tournaments. To you, Helen, who has faithfully served cotfee and
sandwiches or cake to your husband and his chess-playing friends at
10 P.M., and who have uncomplainingly returned at 11 to carry away the
cold coffee and the dried out food—all untouched. To vou, Mona, whose
husband writes a regular column for Chess Life, and who just can't take
you to that concert or lecture you've been hoping to hear—he’s too busy
meeting his deadline,

None of these ladies play chess. Some of them don’t know a rook
from a pawn. They personally couldn't care less whether Botvinnik or
Benko or Fischer is world champion. A game score from the “Wood-
pushers Scorebook” and the Lewitsky-Marshall score look equally stupid
to them, Yet, for years they have pampered us—encouraging us to play
in tournaments, when they would much prefer to have us at home—
sending us off alone, when they would dearly love to accompany us—
wasting their fine food and drink on a bunch of unappreciative patzers—
bringing up our children for us—apologizing for us fo our non-chess-
playing friends for late appearance or broken dates.

To these long-suffering ladies, therefore, I raise my glass, as I
breath a prayer of humble, but puzzled thanks, for the loving patience
vou have demonstrated over the years. Why puzzled? Because 1 hon-
estly don’'t understand how you have stood us so long!

White Black
R. BYRNE SHERWIN
1. P-Q4 N-KB3 38. R-B2 P-N5 IT PAYS TO ADVERTISE
:‘ E"nn:; :':ﬁ 3: :x:! : :;'; Manufacturers of chess eguip-
4, P-K3 P-B4 41, K-N3 gy || ment. hooksellers, chess clube and
ol S F'-l:l'4 42 K-B4 K-B2 anyone who wishes to reach the
= R 3 ' p.R R-QR chess market wlll be surprised to
6. N-B3 0-0 49, *Hq' *FEE find the low cost of advertising in
7. 0-0 N-B3 44, B-N4 R- CHESS LIFE. 3000 circulation—much
8. P-QR3 BxN  45. B-B3 K-K3 htiher: total tesdecahip: Biah rita.
9. PxB QPxP  46. K-BJ K-Q4 stralght copy: $.256 per agate line
:E‘ g":l Egi :: E:: EE; (14 agate lines per inch.) Contact:

£ 3 IR - s
12. P-R3 P-K5  49. P-N3 K-B5 | R
13. N-Q2 N-QR4 50. RxB PxR
4. B-R2 P-B5 51. KxP R-Ré 80 East 11th St
15. P-B3 R-K 52. B-Q2 R-R7ch New York 3, N.Y.
16. PxP NxP 53, K-B K-Qé
17. NxN RxN  54. B-N4 KxP
18. Q-B3 Q-K2 55, P-QS R-R5
19. QR-K B-Q2 56. B-Qich K-Qé
20. B-N B-B3 57. B-B4 R-Q5
e g Qo 0 PORTOROZ INTERZONAL
23. R-B4 R-K 60, K-N2 k-qé | | 210 games in English descrip- |
24. P-QR4 @-K3  61. K-R2 K-Bé tive notation. 76 pp. Varityvped
25, B-R3  P-KR3 62, K-R4 K-B5 Edition, Superb value! . . . See
2 KR PO hne  RAN2 || how USA’s Grandmaster Bob-
8. @-K2  Q-QB3 &5, B-B4 K.B4 by Fischer qualified for this
29. QR-KB P-QR4 66, B-KS K-Q4 year's Candidates’ Tournament!
30. :'gi :’é’;  as K-X3 | | Send only $2 (bills) to:—
31. . . : . 2
37, QxP N-Q7 69, K-R5S RxP THE BRITISH I::;II;ESS MAGAZINE
33. QxPch QxQ 70. BXR KxB
34, RxQ NxRch 71, K-N& K-K4 20 Chestnut Road., West Norwood,
35. RxN B-Q6 72. K-BS K-B4 LONDON, £.E. 27, Great Britain
36. R-B3 P.QN4 73, K-Q5 KNS5
37. B-B5 R-GN Resigns

USCF Membership Dues, including subscription to Chess Life, pertodical publi-
cation of national chess rating, and all other privileges:

OME YEAR: §5.00 TWO YEARS: $9.50 THREE YEARS: $13.50 LIFE: $100.00
SUSTAINING: $10.00 (Becomes Life Membership after 10 payments)

A new membership starts on 21st day of month of enrollment, expires at the
end of the perliod for which dues are paid. Family Dues for two or more mem-
bers of one family living at same address, including only one subseription to
CHESS LIFE, are at regular rates (see above) for first membership, at the follow-
ing rates for each additional memberghip: One year $2.50; two years $4.75: three
years $6.75. Subscription rate of Chess Life to map-mambers is $3.00 per year.
Single coples 15c each.

" CHANGE OF ADDRESS: Four wecks' notice required. When ordering change

please furnish an address steneil impression from recent issue or exact repro-
duction, including numbers and dates on top line,

Send membership dues (or subscriptions) and changes of address to KENNETH
HARKMNESS, Business Manager, B0 East 11th Street, New York 3, N. Y,

Send Tournament rating reports (with fees, if any) and all communications re-
garding CHESS LIFE editorial matters to FRED M. WREN, Editor, Gove House,

Perry, Maine.
Make all checks payable o: THE UNITED STATES CHESS FEDERATIOM



AMERICA DISCOVERS RESHEVSKY | @esstife

In the fall of 1920 American Chess recenved a badly-needed shot in the arm in
the person and accomplishments of nine-year-old Samuel Rzechewski, The glorious
days of the Frank Marshall and Herry Pillsbury international triwmphs were fading
mto memories. The glovious days in the thirties when Kashdan, Fine, Reshevsky,
Horowiz, Dake, and others would yule international chess for o time, were over the
horizon of the future. The fantastic performances of this mine-year-old boosted the
popularity of chess throughout the land, and it is belicved thar his 1920-21 tours
contributed in no small measure lo @ nation-wide sustained interest in the game.

Without invidions comparison, or conjecture as to what Morphy, or Pillsbury, or
Fischer might have done in similar circumstances, CHESS LIFE is proud to present
a part of the story of Sammy Reshevsky's first American tours.

This is probably Sammy’s first press nolice in the United States. Like most
of the remaining text of this article, it is quoted [rom The American Chess
Bulletin, and was presumably written by USCF Master Emeritus Hermann Helms.
The comments of CHESS LIFE’s editor, as they occur infrequently below, are In
1talics.

SAMUEL RZESCHEWSKI, THE INFANT PRODIGY

According to Jacques Mieses, a wonder child, who bids fair to outdo
Morphy and Capablanca as a chess genius, has made his appearance
in Berlin chess circles, where he is astonishing the natives. The little
fellow, who is but eight years ol age, not alone can hold his own with
strong amateurs, but actually is quite competent when it comes to play-
ing against a number of opponents simultaneously, going from board
to board making alternate moves, much after the fashion of full fledged
masters. His name is S. Rzechewski, but as to his origin and how he
came to develop such an abnormal faculty for chess playing no informa-
tion is given in the reports which have so far reached here.

The boy's remarkable skill attracted the attention of the members
of the Berlin Chess Club, with which some years ago the Manhattan
Chess Club conducted a match by cable, Finally, it was arranged that
he should play simultaneously against twenty members of the second
class, which he did on January 18. Naturally, he was not so fast as the
average master player, but, after five hours, he had finished six of the
twenty games winning them all. Thereupon, play stopped and two
masters present, Mieses and Post, adjudicated the remaining games,
with the result that the complete score of the youngster comprised
ten wins, nine drawn games and only one loss.

The child’s unruffled demeanor and power of endurance through-
out the long ordeal was the subject of general comment, although, as
Mieses remarks, there was a feeling of anxiety lest the strain be a
source of danger to the immature mental equipment of the prodigy.

“In any event, Capablanca may well have reason to look to his laurels | |

if the little boy, with such a start, should eventually develop into a
master playver.
(Hermann Helms in A.C.B., April, 1920)

EUROPE’S LITTLE WIZARD

The last achievement of Samuel Rzeschewski is the defeat in simul-
taneous play of twenty oppunents at Paris, without losing a single point,
‘There 1s no doubt concerning the phenomenal ability of this child
prodigy, but the coneensus of opinion seems to be that it would be well
for his future, were he permitted to rest for a time upon the laurels
he has gained.

(Hermann Helms in A.CB., June, 1920)

RZESCHEWSKI IN PARIS AND LONDON

When the child-master, Samuel Rzeschewski, played twenty opponents
simuitaneously at the Hotel Majestic in Paris, winning seventeen, draw-
ing two and losing one, the performance was under the patronage of
Princess George of Greece, and the distinguished spectators included
the Princess Sixt of Bourbon Parma, the Duc and Duchess of Doudeau-
ville and the daughter, Madame de Larochefoucauld, the Duc de Mouchy
and Prince Radziwill. During the evening a collection which netted 500
francs was made in behalf of the boy by Comtesse Beauchamp. Among
the players who lost to the Polish prodigy was M. Alfred Campus
(Camus?) the Academician,

Rzeschewski, in addition to winning eighteen games and drawing
two in a simultancous exhibition in London, is reported to have won
a blindfold game from R. C. Griffiths, former British champion. In
this game neither player made use of a board or pieces. (For this game,
see page 00 col 0,) Mr. Griffith is one of the authors of “Modern Chess
Openings,” a book which has been out of print for some time. Little
Rzeschewski is expected to come to this country during the fall or
carly winter,

(FHermann Helms in A.CB., October, 1920)

SAMUEL RZESCHEWSKI IN THE NEW WORLD

Unless all signs fail, the chess world has in the tiny person of
Samuel Rzeschewski, now in this country, a genuine phenomenon, who,
if he be given half a chance, carefully conserved, and zll goes well, may
well develop into one of the greatest figures in all the long history of
chess. As it is, he has established for himself a permanent niche in
the hall of chess fame—a niche that is not quite like any other reserved
for noted exponents of the age-old pastime.

Samuel, almost the smallest passenger aboard, arrived in New York
on the huge ocean greyhound, the Olympie, on the morning of Novem-
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ber 3. Long before the vessel swung into her dock and the passengers
were landed, the boy, who had astonished the chess centers of Poland,
Austria, Germany, Belgium, France and England, had been located on
the ship down the bay by a staff of reporters and photographers, and
then began a series of interviews, snapshots and movie-picture posing,
which lasted for many days after he and his party had taken up quarters
in the Hotel Pennsylvania in New York city.

The father, mother and C. A. Arensherg, the secretary, accompanied
the little traveler, Max Rosenthal, a New York business man and relative
of the Rzeschewski family, and largely instrumental in bringing the
party here, met them at the pier and assumed management of the
American tour.

Apparently, as he sailed up the bay, thoughts of chess were far from
his mind, although only the evening before he had given a remarkable
demonstration of what he could do against a picked team of players
from the passenger list of the Olympic. Eleven opponents at as many
tables, including one blindfold game, were pitted against him, but none
was a match for him and he made a clean sweep on all the boards. It
took but an hour to finish the entertainment, which was given for
the benefit of the Seamen's Charities in the second class saloon.

While the steamship was still off Quarantine, Rzeschewski was
subjected to an interesting test by the publisher of the American Chess
Bulletin, (Hermann Helms) who handed him a pocket chessboard where-
on was set up a position from one of over a hundred games played by
Rzeschewski in England. Through the manager he was asked if he had
ever seen it before. For a moment he studied the diagram, but quickly
the serious aspect gave way to a smile of recognition, as he indicated
the few moves that had followed in the actual game. It had been played
in London with Griffith, one time Brilish champion, both he and
Rzeschewski having been blind-felded, and the child-master had been
the winner. In recognition of this demonstration of his skill, the chess-
board in question was presented to him. It was the first prize the
phenomenon had acquired in the New World.

(Hermann Helms in A.C.B., November, 1920)

find anvone endowed with mental
powers ample enough to display
marked skill in both flelds; and

Letter L
by A. B. Hodges

when I, who profess to know a little
about problems, stand ready to
testify to my belief that his feat in

mentioned in the dfhe s%utnd wnﬁl&

be much meore difficult to duplicate
in the chess world, among even the
best masters, than his acknowledged
miracle of simultaneous playing, you
can get an idea of what I think of
the boy’s mentality. I am making
no attempt to explain him—I am
simply trying to appraise him.”

(A.C.B. December, 1920)

RZESCHEWSKI AS A
BLINDFOLD ARTIST

Under the caption, “Rzeschewski,
Blindfolded, Scores Against Cana-
anite,” the Brooklyn Daily Eagle,
in its issue for December 14, 1920,
printed the following article:

“Cammy Rzeschewskl’s power of
vizualization, as applied to what is
known in chess circles as “blindfold
chess,” was putl to a test last night
at the residence of the Rev. Josef
Rosenblatt, famous Jewish Cantaor,
in Manhattan. And Sammy, a5 usual,
stood up well under it, so much so
that he succeeded in winning a
game lasting twenty-seven moves
from Edmund B. Hilliard, Harvard,
1900, and superintendent of the
Berkshire Boy’s Farm, at Canaan,
M. Y., where he has charge of over
100 boys and an estate of 1100 acres.

Superintendent Hilllard chanced to
be in town and accompanied the
Eagle reporter to the children’s
party, held in honor of Rzeschewski
in order to look the prodigy over,

One of three problems, then unpub-
lished, which the 9 wvear old Reshev-
skv solved In less than ten minutes
after seceing them for the first time.
Time on this one, 3 minutes,

FRANK JANET'S APPRAISEMENT
OF RZESCHEWSKI

“l have been informed that Sammy
has solved two three-movers and one
two-mover In less than ten minutes. I
have seen him play twenty people simul-
taneously, winning seventeen, drawing
two and losing one game.

To me the most remarkable thing
about the child is his dual personal-
ity—hls power as an anlyst, as evi-
denced by his ability to unravel the
purposcly hidden strategy of a chess
problem, and at the same time hlis
constructive powers, as shown in
his abllity to form twenty combina-
tions at a time against as many
picked opponents.

Now, normally, there is a sharp

line of cleavage in the chess world
between the two types of minds that
enjoy chess. On one side of this line
we find the bulk of the playing
folk, the people who love to meet
each other across the chess bhoard;
on the other side of the line we
find the problem folk, people who
care little for the game itself, little
for the joy of creating strategic
combinations against living oppon-
ents, but who love to unravel com-
binations that so-called composers
have prepared for them.

Rarely, Indeed, even among the
highest exponents of chess, do we

Later, he volunteered to meet him
in a game, he playing with the
board and pieces before him, while
the boy played “sans voir.” The
visitor from up the State was a bit
out of practice and moved some-
what faster than is his wont, in
consequence of which he lost a plece
for two pawns at the eighteenth
turn.

Rzeschewski, however, had a prom-
ising attack at the time and the
better position. Meanwhile, the
youngster, at the other end of the

{Continued on next page)



(Continued from page 5)

room, kept up a chatier with those
around him, sang brief snatches for
Cantor Rosenblatt and occasionally
let loose a shrill whistle as a sig-
nal, as he put it, for his opponent
to move.

It was one of the most unusual
games of chess the reporter had
ever witnessed, but one could not
help marvel at the complete grasp
the little fellow had over the posi-
tion at every turn. Just before his
opponent, who had lost another
piece, resigned Lthe game, Rzeschew-
skl upon request, called off from
memory Lhe positions of all the
pieces remaining on the board. This
he did without the slightest hesita-
tion and, when he announced the
slx black pawns, he did so in a
single breath. It was a flash of
genius that did not escape the ob-
serving,

Superintendent Hilllard took hils
defeat with good grace and ex-
pressed his keen enjoyment of the
extraordinary aceasion. “1 would not
have missed this for a good deal,”
he saild, “and I shall have a good
story to tell my own boys, many
of whom play chess with more or
less skill." Quite a number of musl-
cal prodigies attended the party
given for Sammy. Cantor Rosen-
blatt rendered scveral selectlons as
only he can do."

KING'S GAMBIT DECLINED
(New York, 1920)

Rzeschewksi Hilliard
White Black
1. P-K4 P-K4 15 K-R N-QR4
2. P-KB4 B-B4 16. R-KN NxB
3. N-KB3 P-Ql 17. RPxN P-Q4
4. B-B4 Q-K2 18. P-N5 PxKP(a)
5. N-B3 N-KB3 19. PxN QxP
é. P-B5 N-B3 20. PxP BxP
7. P-Q3 P-KR3 27. QR-KB QR-Q
B. Q-K2 P-R3I 22. B-B5 KR-K(b
9. B-K3 B-NS 23. QxB P-QB
- 10, Castles BxN 24, RQ R-KN
1. PxB P-QN4 25, QxKP RxR
12. B-N3 B-N2 26. RxR QxQ
"I't F-KE# Castles 27, NxQ Resigns

ghlhhn oversight. BxN first was neces-

Sammy Under Observation

Professor B. A, Bernstein, pro-
fessor of mathematics at the Uni-
versity of California, had an ex-
cellent opportunity of observing
the boy wonder in action at San
Francisco, so that the following
comments by him in a communica-
tion to Ernest J. Clarke, chess edi-
tor of the San Francisco Chronicle,
will have a special interest.

“As to Sammy Rzeschewski’s do.
ings on the night of June 23 at the
St. Francis Hotel, the accounts given
in the papers the next day are true,
He won all his ten games In about
an hour and a half, and won them
fairly under the conditions lald
down—that we should move as soon
as Sammy appeared. This condition
is a very trylng one, I imagine,
for most players. I certainly found
it so. In my game with him my
ninth, tenth and twenty-fourth
moves (the last proving fatal) 1 had
1[; make without sufficient dellbera-

on.

The boy is unusually qulick and
accurate., 1 doubt If Marshall’s or
Plllsbury’s simultaneous play |s
more rapid. The boy fairly runs
from table to table. Only occasional-
ly does he stop at a table to de.
liberate, when Lhe situation de-
mands. He did this for some flve
minutes In my game before he made
15. N-K2, and a glance at the game
will show that this was the begin.
ning of a successful combination
countering my 14. ... » N-Q4, And
the little fellow shows a sense of
position which men attain only after
years of chess experience. 1 think
my game with him shows this.

I observed the boy closely—his
quick, Intelligent glance, his com-
Posure at critical points in the game,
his sensitiveness at belng regarded
as a child. I can only consider his

Interview (By Correspondence) With Reshevsky
Questions By 1'he Editor of Chess Life

1. I have just been reading with interest some of the American Chess

publications of 1920 and 1vz1 pertanung to your first visit to the United
States. In some of them you are referred to as “the eight-year-old prodi-
gy” while in others you were the “nine-year-old chess wizard.” How
old were you when you arrived in New York on November 3, 19207

ANSWER: “9 years old.”

2. How old were you wnen you won the famous blindfold game against
the British champion of the day, R. C. Griflith? (See page —— for game)

ANSWER: "l don’'t remember."”

3. It was reported that as a good-natured retort to problem-solving tests
posed to you by Mr. Hodges and Mr. Helms, you presented two proolems,
composed by you, to the latlter. When were these problems composed?

ANSWER: “I don't remember.”

4. It was reported that you played your first game with clocks in the
home of Mischa Elman, the greal violinist, against Morris A. Shapiro
of Columbia University, with a ttme lLimit of 30 moves an hour. The
report states that you won the game in two hours, impressing the spec-
tators (and your opponent) as much by the speed of your play as by its
accuracy, since you used only 41 minutes, compared to your opponent's
1 hour and 19 minutes. At what stage of your chess career did you begin
to drift into the chronie time-trouble for which you have been famous

for many years?
ANSWER: “Since 1936.”

5. Speaking of time-trouble, that terrible scramble with Grandmaster
Kotov of the USSR which you won in Zurich in the 1953 Candidates’
Tournament was the most thrilling which I have ever watched. Please
tell us il any other important games stick in your memory as exceed-
ing that one in pressure and mental agony on your part.

ANSWER: “I have had many—too many to enumerate. You will, how-

ever, notice that for the last two years, I don’t get into time trouble

oiten.” -

6. Have you ever lost a match or a tournament as the direct result of
a game or games which you have lost on time pressure? If so, piease

tell us about it,

ANSWER: “I have lost many by making losing moves in time trouble,
and therefore decided to get rid of this fault.”

7. Have you, during tournament or simultaneous play, before Bobby
Fischer came along, ever encountered a young player whose strength
or whose imaginative style of play has caused you to think to yourself,
“This kid has really got something. He'll be a master some day.”

ANSWER:

“Several, like the kid in L.A. and in St. Louis.”

8. If the answer to 7 is affirmative, and if the “kid” has fulfilled your
expectation, we would like to know who it was, and where and when.
ANSWER: “Both of these have petered out, and have not lived up to

expectations.”

9. From the point of view of efficient administration, and impartial
tournament or match direction, where would you prefer to play a match
or tournament for the world championship?

ANSWER. “In the USA.”

10. Having in mind your own experience, as well as the adult careers
of Morphy, Alekhine, Capablanca, Yanofsky, Pomar and other precocious
chess wizards, would you prescribe for Bobby Fischer the course which
you followed—a vacation from serious chess for several years for

formal educational purposes?

ANSWER. “Definitely. That decision, I believe, saved not only my chess,
but also my entire personality. Normal boyhood is, in my opinion, of
utmost importance. You can't have that if you devote too much time

to chess.”

a5 a remarkably brilliant adult mind,
capable of highly developed emo-
tions, lodged in a 9-year-old body,
looking like 7.7

The following game indicates that
while Dr. Bernstein was studying Sammy,
the latter had completed his analysis of
Dr. Bernstein as a chess opponent:

CENTER COUNTER GAMBIT
June 23, 1921, San Francisco

White Black
Rzeschewski Bernstein
1. P-K4 P-Q4 14. P-QN3 N-G4
2. PxP N-KB3 15 N-K2 NxNch
3. P-Q4 QxP 14. QxN B-B3
4. N-QB3 Q-Q 17. G-K4 P-N3
5 N-Bl B-N5 18. B-KRé& BxR
6. B.Q3 P-K3 19. BxR KxB
7. Castles B-K2 20. RxB Q-B3
B. B-K2 N-B3 21, R-K N-Bé
9. P-KR3 BxMN 22. Q-BS Q-K1
10, BxB NxP 23. P-QR4 R-Q
11. BxP R-QGN 24. Q-B3 R-Q4
12, B-Ré Castles 25, B-B4 Resigns
13. B-Q3 P-B4

Charles Jaffe, of the L. L. Rice
Progressive Chess Club, during a
visit to the Rzeschewski headquar-
ters at the Hotel Pennsylvana, en-

joyed the following unique experi-
ence:

KING'S GAMBIT DECLINED
(December, 1920)

White Black
Jaffe Rzeschewski
1. P-K4 P-K4 10. Casties R:-K
2. P-KB4 B-B4 11. QN-Q2 P-N3(b)
3. N-KB3 P-Q3 12. P-BS P-Q4(c)
4. P-QN4 (a) BxP 13. PxQP ExBP
5. P-QB3 B-B4 14, Q-N3 N-N5
& P-Q4 PxQP 15. P-Qé R-Ké
7. PxP B-N3 16, BxP ~ K-N2
8. B-B4 N-KB3 17. Q-B4 B-Qéb
9. Q-Q3 Castles Resigns

Notes by Hermann Helms

(a) White plays the game In a light.
hearted mood, but the pesition socon be-
comes serious enough,

(b) Anticipating white’'s advance and
showing, a masterly appreciation of the
exigencies of the case,

(e) A body thrust, effectively destroy-
ing white's center, after which his game
falls to pieces,

(A.C.B. December, 1920)

In making this research your editor
has frequently been astounded by the
strength of Reshevsky's opposition at sev-
eral points of the tour. The following
games indicate that the nine-year-old's

string of wins was not compiled at th
expense of push-over woodpushers, In
each of the cities in vhich be gave exhibi-
tions he traded pawns and punches with
the strongest club players, many of whom
would today rate as experts or masters.
In New York be clobbered Charles Jaffe,
who had just finished third in a strong
club championship tournament, and whe,
six months later was to finish third in
the American Chess Congress at Atlantic
City, behind masters Janowski and W hit-
aker, but chead of such masters as Fac-
ter, Marshsall, Sournin, Sharp, Turover
and Mlotkowski,

In New York Reshevsky trimmed Os.
car Shapiro, Columbia Unmiversity champ,
and the Manhattan CC's No. 3 player of
the day, He also defeated Bruno Fors-
berg, twice champion of the Marshall
CC, and, in 1920, the runner up in the
N.Y. State championship at Albany, He
drew with Philadelphia and Pennsylvania
champion S. T. Sharp. He won from
ex-Western champ Einer Michelsen, In
Cleveland he drew with former state
champion, E. E, Stearns, and won from
the current state Ebarﬂp, 5. H. Sﬁﬂpirﬂ,
and the Cleveland city champion, Irving
Spero. In Buffalo he defeated city cham-
pion Stopimski, and runner-up Ralph
W hite, as well as former city champion
Joseph Lear. In Lowisville he drew with
city champion Alex J. Conen, and ]. T.
Beckner, two of the South’s strongest
players. In Boston he defeated Harlow
Daly, and M.L.T. champion Lyon. In
Philadelphia once more, he drew again
with city champ Sharp, and drew with
N. B. Whitaker. Back in New York he
won from Irving Chernev. In Baltimore he
took the measure of three of the ared’s
strongest players: C. M. Shipley, C.
Wolfe, and N. T. W hitaker. And so on,
across the country, and back agaitte .

True, be lost games on this tour. But
the records show that of 617 games
played, he won 534, drew 67, and lost
only 16! He lost to master C. S. Jacobs—
his only loss in Boston. He lost to Nor-
man W hitaker, and to Donald Mugridge,
and to Edward Lasker among others.
Mentioning these losses in connection with
bis triumphal tour reminds me of the old
chess cartoon which shows a man playing
chess wniuth his dog. Someone expresses
wonder at the phenomenon, The player
says, "He's not so hot. I've won three of
the last four games from him"” And
surely, the feat of the chess-playing dog
is not much more incredible than the bi-
zarre spectacle which set the chess fans
of 1920 and 1921 on their ears—the sight
of a frail, nine-year-old boy playing the
chess elite of the country simultancously,
and defeating most of them.

TWO KNIGHTS DEFENSE
(Boston, April 2, 1921)

Rzeschewski Jacobs
White Black
1. P-K4 P-K4 15. N-N QRN
2. N-KB3 N-QB3 16. KR-N K-R
3. B-B4 N-B3  17. N-R4 N-Q5
4. MN-B3 B-B4 18. Q-Q2 P-Bl
£, P-Q3 P-Q3 19. B-B4 P-Q4
& P-KR3 Castles 20, PxP PxP
7. B-KN5 B-K3 21, BxQP ﬂ-ﬁ!
3. Q-K2 P-KR3 22. B:K4 P-Né&
9. B-R4 Q-K2 23. RPxP RxP
10. Castles P-QR3 24. B-Ré6 NxB
11. P-QR4 P-QN4 25. BxPch K-R2
12. B-QS B-Q2 26. BxR Q-QB3
13, P-NS PxP 27. Q-Réch Qxg

14. BxP P-N5 28, BxQ
N:-K7 mate

“The loss of the Jacobs game stimu-
lated the boy Into sterner reprisal up-
on the rest, and from that time on he
playved with a caution and depth truly
masterful. When Lyon, the best player
ever produced by Technology, went
down to defeat the erowd cheered, but
when a moment later H. B. Daly, a
player of mnational repute for many

(Continued—top next page)
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years, was check-mated, the crowd was
electrified and pandemonium broke
loose, The Incredible had happened and
the final concesslon of Boston’s bellef
in the transcendant genlus of this amaz-
ing boy was stamped unmistakably In
an applause so deafening that the Iit.
tle fellow childishly put his two tiny
hands to his ears; and as he Iu-ﬂhtd up,
a faint, imper{reptih!e smile cre over
his face, mingled with a child h and
innocent look of wonderment, which
plainly inquired what it all meant.”

iJlohn F. Barry, In Boston TRAN-
SCRIPT. 4/3/21)

Thus ran the newspaper story the day
after his first appearance in Boston. The
Jacobs, Lyon, and Daly games ave pre-
sented herewith.

DOUBLE RUY LOPEZ
(Boston, April 2, 1921)

Clever Ending By
RZECHEWSKI

A most interesting end-game oOc-
curred in the exhibition at Meier
& Frank’s, Portland, Oregon, on
June 10th, (1921) when C. W. De
Graff, plaving at board No. T,
forced the little master to lose a
piece outright and seemed to be on
the point of winning with a threat
of cheekmate, but the boy prodigy
rose to the occasion and, by a bril-
liant combination involving the
sacrifice of a rook, won the game
wilh an artistic finishing stroke.

White to play, continued:
(Hermann Helms m A.C.B,
December, 1921)

BLACK—DE GRAFF

Rzeschewski Daly T T T
White Black ﬁ/f o %ﬁ f ’f i’ﬂ"’-{ﬂ
1. P-K4 P-K4 22, BxN PxB 51 i 'f'-wf e
2. KN-B3 KN-BI 23 K-R R-Q ’;’#"@ﬁ ;?”"é ﬁ;,;,, Z ‘H”" "z
3. M-B3 N:B1J 24. QR-Q P-K5 k';e?-'m':i , ff-'é t ‘
4.. B-HS B H5 15. B‘Ki R'RE -'.-: "- .-'-";'F -f 5
5. Castles Castles 26. Q-QB3 B-Q3 %’#f /f?/ ﬁ”f”'/
6 P-Q3 P-Q3 27. P.KN3  R-Ré 2 t o ;ﬁ )
7. N-Q5 NxN 28, K-N2 R-RS xff,f::,,ff;:; V. .
8, PxN N-K2 29, Q-K3 Q-NI | (7 e ;;’?ff?‘ff
9. P.Q4 PxP 30, P-QBY P-KB4 | | - ”’“”::q? ?
10, QxP B-QB4 31, P-KB4 By i A .f:;:
11. Q-Q3 B-B4 PxP e.p. ch v s ?f"i-f” v
12. Q-N3 B-K5 32, QxP R-KB5 f a0 ,;;Exr
13. B-QB4 N-N3 33 Q-Q3 RxR Wi 2is b
14. N-N5 R:K 34, RxR R-KB *;f; A ﬁ‘ gff’@ﬁg
15. Q-R3 P-KR3 35. P-KN4 Q-N4 ”‘ (Y O £ 2
16, Nxa RxN 36, RXP RXR ?' i L
17. B-Q3 R-KR5 37. QxR Q-RS ,; et 7 7
18, Q-N3 N-K4 38, Q-Kéch K-R ‘f‘i «: ﬁ Jf’ :5.%.*;.5}% fjr Z
; = . = e -E-: e e A
21. B-B3 Q-N4 41, QxPch KR || ¢ ff_f; E"‘I f’y %ff’f !
42. Q-R7 mate b R i sl
RUY LOPEZ e o
(Boston, Apnil 2, 1921)
Rzeschewski Lyon | Rzeschewski DeGraff
White Black White Black
1. P-K4 P-K4 14. N-B B-Q3 1. Q-K2 R-N
2. N-KBI N-QBlI 15 Q-Q3 B-B4 2. P-QN3 BxN
3. B-N5 P-QR3 16, Q-Q QR-K 3. BxB RxB
4, B-R4 N-B3 17. B-Q2 R-KS§ 4. P-RS R{N)-QB
5. Castles B-K2 18. N-N3 R-RS 5. RQ2 N-K4
6. P-B3 NxP 19, Q-K2 B-Q2 6. P-Q4 N-Qéch
7. R-K N-B4 20. R-KB P-KB4 7. K-N MN-NS5
8. BxN QPxB 21. P-KB4 Q-R3 8. R-KB NxBP
-9 NxP N-Qé6 22. P-KR3 P-KN4 9. Q-N4ch K-B
10. NxN QxN 23, PxP QxP 10. RxPch KxR
11. R-K3 Q-N3 24, N-R P-BS 11. R-Bich K-K2
12. P-Q4 B-K3 25. R-N3 QxR 12. @-N7ch K-K3
13. N-Q2 Castles 26, NxQ@ Resigns 13. R-Bé mate
RESHEVSKY TOUR 1920-1921
Played Won Drew Lost
West Polnt .o A i ol 19 1 0
T ) S P 20 I5 4 1
New York ...ccoonmenn i . . I} 17 2 1
New York (Blindfold) ... 1 1 0 0
New York (His first clock gnrm:} SR | 1 0 0
Phlladelphia P Yo D T o ORI o 16 4 0
Paterson, N, J. ... M A 15 14 1 0
New York (Private Home) .... . 3 V] 0
New York (Private Home, blindfﬂld] 1 0 1 0
New York (Private Home) ........... bR 5 5 0 0
New York (Private Home) ....vvvicice. 3 4 1 0
Claveland ... e 2D 17 2 1
CIERERAIL v occnsmmmrctrisimi i misnmissis 1T 17 0 0
NeWw YOIK ..oooorvrernnnsnn IOEPRIR. | 20 0 0
New York tPrhnh: Blindfuld] SRR | 1 o 0
ChRICAEOD .. se s ersssenessnssesenssssenees 20 20 0 0
e T T e e e WA Sy SO My Ui | | 13 3 0
A | s e bt e D 10 0 0
MIWAMRRS aimin il iiains e o 19 1 0
HBuffalo e e ke 17 2 1
Loulsvile .........ccococnrmrnirens e b s 1 13 2 0
TOUNBBLOWI: i it onmabiadsminibsss st e niaia 20 19 1 1]
Chicago (Two games with
Master Ed. Lasker) ..o n— 2 0 0 2
Rochester, N. Y. ....... S R P e RSP .. 15 12 2 1
Providence ..........ovvirisssssmrenes srvearasnsanreses ) 16 3 1
BOSLOTL it iei e ees s ss ern res srmser essssessnse 19 16 2 1
PRUBRABIENLE. i mninietiorraatsitome et . 20 12 7 1
Baltimore ............. A e A T 20 15 5 0
iy B0 ) e A e L A UL AN R Y. Ry |- 12 0 0
MOWBHEeR . iR e A 11 10 0 1
Los Angeles ... e i 20 14 b 0
L, BAREIER it n i .12 10 1 1
LO5 ADEeles ..veiieiriaren,s A i s LA ISR 7 i 1 0
Los Angeles (Clock game) .......coiine A | 0 1 0
Los Angeles (Blindfold) .oovvvvviiievisinne 1 1 0 0
Portland, Oregon ... e . 12 8 3 1
Portland, Oregon ... RN 15 11 3 1
St. Louis {4 exhibitlons) ... I R | Khi] 1 1
Louwisville ... PP Ty w Ry s - 10 a 1 1
San Francisco ........... e AR A Rt N | 20 1 0
MIBRENPDER i e e 1Y 10 1 0
Minneapolis ... ..ccoe. e A iy 20 16 4 0
MInneapalis ... comommiesmsnmmianme 10 20 0 0
) Y L1 | TIPS R PPN e Tty 1 10 0 0
L {0 | | AT (SR ", | 534 &7 16

In response to our January 5 sugges
tion that rcaders might like to hear of
the chess accomplishments and game of
some of our elder statesmen, we received
several  letters nominating Harry Boro-
chow as the wﬂrrﬁy .-mﬁ_fn'f af an article
m CHESS LIFE. Our newest Master
Emeritus has furnished a wealth of ma-
terial for this purpose, and the Borochow
article will appear in an early issue. Two
of the items which he submitted tie in
so well with the Reshevsky saga that they
have been extracted from the Borochow

matcrial, and they are presented here.

In 1921 T was referee at Samuel
Reshevsky's exhibition at Hamburger
Department Store (now the May Co.), In
Los Angecles, when Sammy age 5, was
playving 12 simultaneously, He won 9,
draw 2, and when he resigned to Don-
ald Mugrldge, age 16, he burst out cry-
ing, sobbing to me, "I wouldn’t mind if
I lost to an older man, but to a little
BOY & o "

Just prior to the above Incldent,
Sammy had plaved 20 simultaneously at
the L.A. Athletic Club, his manager
having announced at 11:00 p.m, that
he would play untll 12, when Dr. Grif-
fith and I were to adjudlcate the un-
finished games, About 11;15 Sammy
came to my bhoard, where I had an
apparent win, whispercd to hls manager,
who then announced adjudleation would
begin now. Draws were awarded to Don
Mugridge, E. W. Grablll and Carl J.
Bergman. I clalmed a win which Dr,
Griffith was ready to concede, and I
awarded Dr. Griffith the win, to which
Sammy objected, saylng, “We will play
that game out,” to which Griffith, a
Knight ahead for two Pawns, with a
good position, agreed. The 9-yvear-old
then studied my game for about 15
minutes and demonstrated a forced
draw, to which I had to agree. The
game below shows the abllity of Sammy
at the tender age of 9, considering the
20 best plavers of Los Angeles were all
out at this occasion (with the exception
of Stasch Mlotkowskl). The play-off of
the game occurred in the presence of
Charles Chaplin, 5-year-old Jackle Coog-
an, and myself as referee, Sammy and
Jackle posed for a snap-shot with box-
ing gloves, whereupon Jackle punched
Sammy in the eye, not to his liking,
so he pouted a hbit, then went on with
the game. I guess Jackie was a bit too
husky for Sammy to cope with, but he
could have slaughtered him over the
chess board, Sammy was ready to make
the move against Dr. Griffith, but I
explalned, that having gone clockwise,
he had pased Dr. Griffith two boards
before he came to my board, hence it
was the Doctor's move, Sammy, un-
doubtedly thinking It was his move,
stuck to his guns, whereupon the Doc-
tor agreed, and lo and behold, Sammy
won In a few more moves!

The boys at the Washington Chess Divan
will undoubtedly get a big kick out of
the Mugridge incident, as did your ed:-
tor, if, like him, they are unable to imag-
ine Unecle Don as ever having been "a
little boy.”

Your editor considers this item by
Harry Borochow highly significant, and
indicative not only of the nine-year-old
Reshevsky's fantastic ability to evaluate
a position, but also to demonstrate tach-
cally the correctness of those evaluations.
Here were two positions which had been
officially adjudicated as losses for the
boy wonder. He looks them over in what
must have been a strained etmosphere, an-
nounces that the adjudicators were mis-
taken, and proceeas to demonstrate by
playing them ont, winning one, and draw-
ing the other, against expert, if not mras-
ter strength, opposition frum the adiudi-
cators, themselves! Here it the Borochow
ganme!

Simultaneous exhibition at Los
Angeles Athletie Club, 1921, by 9-
vear-old Samuel Reshevsky, against
the flower of Los Angeles Chess.

QUEEN’'S PAWN, TCHIGORIN'S
DEFENSE
Notes by U.S.C.F. Master Emeritus
Harry Borochow

Queen’s Pawn, Tchigorin’s Defense

Reshevsky Borochow
White Black
1. P-Q4 N-KB3
2. P-QB4 P-Q3
3. N-QB3 B-B4
4. P-B3 QN-Q2
5 P-K4 B-N3
& KN-KI P-K4
7. B-K3 B-K2
8. R-B 0-0
2. N-N3 R-K
10. B-Q3 P-B3
11. §G-Q2 B-B
12. 0-0 Q-B2
11. P-B4 PxBP
14. BxP MN-R4
15. NxN BxN
16. P-BS P-B3
17. Q-KB2 P-QR3
18. Q-N3 QrR-Q
19. K-R!

Excellent play, for Black cannot now
lay N-N; for 20. PxP, BxP; 21. N-QS
F reatening NxBPch.

| | SR B-N3

20, PxP

White might defer capture of P, but
with this he succeeds putting Black
Q out ufnpla:,r.

Bl el

Q-N3
21. N-R4 QxQP
21. R-B4 Q-R2

The only move, and now threutanln:

P-QN4. He thus wins a P, but Sammy
saon wins it back,
24. B-Bdch B-Q4
If K-R; 25. B-B7,
25. BxBeh PxB
26. Q-Q3 P-Q5
27. R-B7 N-K4
28. BxN RxB
Not 28, PxB; 29, Q-N3 threatenlng
RxBeh to which there no defense,
29. Q-QNich K-R
30. RxQNP Q-R
3l1. P-Q7 R-K7
Threatening R-N.
32. Q-KB3 R-K&
33. Q-Bé R-K3!
To stop W!atu:t s N-N6 threat.
X
To avoid draw by repelllim'l "of moves.
4. ... QxR
35. RxP Q-N5! Drawn

Here Eamm:.r demonstrated the drlw
36. P-KR3!, if 36. QxN; 37.

ch!l, RxR; 38. QK7, iﬂack must tuka
the drﬂw P weniie
-KBE3, P-Qg (Q), mis::n fm- p |i
Er-_k or 36. P'.:R 37.
I{- QxR, and If 38. ... H 35
xBnh Etlli:a 51 . h B .
Temar e Eam lmm
fighting defense and fhrr:r

When my chess fﬂmds I'murd’ that
this Reshevsky story was beirigplanned
for CHESS LIFE it was suggested that
[ obtain and reprint an article which
[ wrote about him for CHESS REVIEW
during the 1953 Candidates’ Tournament
at Zurich. After weighing the darguments
for and against such a rebash, it was
decided to wuse the article for two rea
sons: Ist, that it might give you, the
readers, a picture of Reshevsky which
you may never have seen before; Ind,
that it might also give you an idea of
the disadvantages and the terrific strain
under which a single American player
ntust compete in important international
chess competition abroad.

Two comments on the content nf the
article may be pertinent. That Sammy and
his family were met at Zurich by any
representatives of our Department of
State was due entirely to the fact that
1 kappened to know that he was com-
ing, and asked what arrangements were
being made to have him officially met.
When I learned that neither the Embassy
at Bern nor my office could care less
whether he was met or not, I recruited
Vice Consul Bob Cunningham—a non-
player—and with him drove out in my
own car to the Kloten airport, The other
comment was from Reshevsky, himself,
when I showed him the manuscript for
the proposed drticle. He read it through
carefully, then looked at me with pained,
shocked eves. "It's all right,” he said,
“but there’s one part 1 don't understand.
That part about me being unpopular.”
I could see that he was really hurt by the
inference, and 1 explained to him that
the main purpose of the article was to
explain him to the readers of CHESS
REVIEW. He finally agreed that 1

(Continued on next page)
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might have hit upon a new approdch to
his professional chess carcer, but even
as he agreed he was shaking bis head
sadly, saying, "Gee! [ never knew the
fellows didn't ltke me!”

So, whether you like him or me or the
article, here o fi—rfp:l'lﬂfl-'ﬂt with the
p:‘rminfun and cooperalion ﬂf the copy-
right owner, to whom [ owe so much, Al
Horowitz, onner, editor and publisher of

CHESS REVIEW.

(This article was published originally m
the December, 1953, CHESS REVIEW )

THE RESHEVSKY YOU
DON’'T KNOW

The night of August 29, 1953, was a
busy one in the little town of Neuhau-
sen am Rheinfall. Sleek, black, chauf-
feur-driven cars, bearing the CD llcense
plates of the various diplomatic mis.
slons in Bern, discharged their pas-
sengers at the Kirchgemeindehaus for
the formal opening of the tournament
activities. When the important business
of the evening reached its climax-—-the
drawing of lots to decide who would
play whom in the f{irst round—every
playver except one was represcented by
a diplomat from his own land. Guess
who, That's right. Sammy Reshevsky.
When the 9 Soviet plavers arrived In
Switzerland a few days earlier, they
were accompanied by 17 non-playing
members of Russian officialdom, ant
they were met by 8 representatives of
the Soviet Legation in Bern, including
the Chief of Mission, himself, Among
the non-playing members of the ar-
riving party were the f[ollowing grand-
maslers who were to act as seconds
for the players: Flohr, Lilienthal, Bje-
lin, Sokolosky, Moisejev, Bondarewsky,
Simagin, Tolush and Ragozin. When
Sammy arrived by plane from New
York, he was accompanied by his wife
and 2 children. He was met by 2 of-
ficials from the American Consulate
General in Zurich. One of them asked

4 _SWho s _your second” Sammy
%&neﬂl haven't any!” “No one to
help vou with analysls or to protect
yvour interests?” The smile was just as
wide, but a falnt wistful note came
into his volce as he replied, ““No. Not
a soul. You know how these things
go in the United States. Those who
would like to come and who could
help—they can't afford 1t. Whatever
I do in this tournament, I've got to do
mysell.” A secrious look replaced the
smile as he contlnued. "This Is going
to be a Lough tournament to win—
probably the toughest of my career—
50 I'll just have to woark harder and
play better than I ever did before.”
This statement, so scrious and yel so
simple, recalled the old wartime slo-
gan, “The Difficult, we do Immediate-
ly, the Impossible just takes n little
longer.”

Although his childhood tours of over
30 wvears ago, supplemented by hls re-
cent exhlbition and lecture junkets,
have insplred the imaginations of thou-
sands, and have combined lo sell chess
to the American public, he has never
been a partlecular popular personality
among the top-flight American players.
There are many reasons for this, some
of which wlll be enlarged upon later
in this sketch, but the point which all
Americans should bear in mind is the
fact that both in International chess
cirecles, where he Is rightfully regarded
ns the standard-hearer of American
chess, and In our own country, hls
genius and his Integrity, have necver
been questioned. He didn’t want to
play in this tournament and had an-
nounced that he was not coming., The
officlal program was made up here
wllthout any reference to him, and the
schedule for play provided for only
14 participants. It was then brought
home to him that even if he did not
want to come, it was his patriotic duty
fo do so0, In order that the future of
American chess representaiion In iIn-
ternational play should not he Im-
perilled by default in this event, When
the matter was placed before him In
that light, he never hesitated, A late
entry was arranged, the playing sched-
ule was amended to cover the addl-
tlonal 28 games, and Sammy flew over
to do battle,

When all the returns are in, it would
appear that, if a chess player or ad-
dict does nol like Reshevsky, he prob-
abily falls into one of the two following

calegories: 1) Masters, who are bitten
by professional jealousies; 2) Others,
who don’l know the puy.

His friends, and they are legion,

swear by him. He is a devoted husband
and father, His adherence to orthodox
observance of the Sabbath and of the
dietary laws, and his tolerance with re-
spect to the rights and bellefs of oth-
ers are admired and respected wher-
ever he has traveled., His smile is wide
and friendly, and, outside of tourna-
ment hours, he seems to enjoy the lit-
tle side trips which have been arranged
by the Swiss Federation Commitlee.

Much has been written in the pasl
about the contribution which he made
to the ecause of popularizing chess In
the United States through the simulta-
neous exhibition tours which he made
during his precocious childheod. There
is no doubt, as wvarlous blographers
have said, that many non.players were
sold on the game through the conta-
gious idea that “If an elght or nine
vear old kid can play like that, I can
do It, too.” The writer is of the opin-
ion, which he has never scen expressed
elsewhere, thut this same contribution
may have started an undercurrent of
unpopularity rolling against him. Chess
plavers, the world over, are somewhat
vain about their chess ability. Take the
average mature Individual, perhaps a
siuecessful businessman, who has heen
plaving chess for 20 years, He plays In
a2 simultaneous exhibition given by an
eight vear old boy, who, accerding to
FEdward Lasker's account In *Chess
Secrets,” was small for his age ond
didn't look a day over slx. The yvoung-
ster eleans up on him, The man's fam-
ily and his friends kid the life out of
him—*1 thought vou were a chess play-
er, and here an eight year old who
has to stand on tip-toes to see the
hoard on a table trims yvou!” What can
he say? Nothing, What can he do?
Nothing—except to salve his brulsed
vanity by taking a silent vow of hatred
agalnst all boy-wonders, and against
Sammy Reshevsky In particular. And
since Sammy traveled a lot in those
days and won chess games from hun-
dreds of adults, it's only reasonable to
believe that a nucleus of resentment
and jealousy was formed against him
long befere he learned to shave,

After a 10 year vacation from chess,
during which time he acquired a formal
education, he returned to the chess
arena, not, we believe, because he
loved the game but because his nat-
ural ability in It offered him an oppor-
tunity to earn a few dollars, now and
then, at 2 time when B.A.'s, M.A.'s and
Ph.D.’s were elbowing each other to
get on WPA rolls in order to eat reg-
ularly. Since any final tournament
standing below flrst place has never
pald off very heavily In the Unlted
States, he always went after the flrst
prize. Since chess was not fun for him,
but hard, serious work, and since oth-
er competitors needed that first prize
money just as much as he did, he de-
veloped a stvle of play which could
hardly endear him to his opponents.
Merciless, unsentimental, crushingly
efficlent play. Imaginative ec¢ombina-
tions, and ruthless tactics. All dreamed
up behind that wunsmiling, deadpan,
pokerface—and all with one driving ab-
jective, To win this game as quickly as
possible, so T can get out of here. To
win more games in the tournament
than anyone else. To get that first
prize. He became Amerlea’s greatest
money plaver, and in every tourna-
ment he has ever plaved In during the
past 20 vears he has been “the man
te heat™

Although he has probably beneflited
at varlous tlmes from the nervous jit-
ters which have seemed to afflict some
of his less-experienced opponents, |t
hasn’'t been all profit, Many other
woeaker compeltitors have been Inspired
to play over their heads agalnst him,
while some of the stronger masters al-
ways scem to play thelr hest games
against him. Knowing his only possible
weaknesses to be unfamllarity with
maodern opening developments, and a
tendeney to come into the middle and
end games with only 2 minutes to make
20 moves, they save prepared opening
variations and innovatlons, perhaps for
months, just to use against him in thelr
next tournament games, And so it Is
in thls tournament. He Is the man to
beat—so far as 9 Russlan grandmasters
are concerned, to say nothing of his
bitter rival, Najdorf, the ex-world

champ, Euwe, and 3 other grandmas-
ters. There isn't a soft spot in the line-
up, Any one of the 15 may beat any
one of the olthers In any game.

Chess historians and analysts may
over the next 20 years decide whether
the quality of Sammy’s play in this
tournament surpasses his previous
achicvements, But, as this is being writ-
ten with Sammy tled for [irst place
with Smyslov after 21 rounds of play,
there is no doubt In the minds of any-
one who knows him that he has kept
his promise to work harder than he
has ever done before, Most of his wak-
ing hours, and many of them are
hours when he should be sleeping,
have becen spent in analysis of the
games being played In this tournament.
Werk which is done for every other
participant by highly qualified techni-
cal assistants who work while their
principals sleep or indulge in rest and
recreation, he must do himself. He can-
not afford not to know how Boleslav-
sky refuted Euwe's attempt te refute
Boleslavsky's favorite King's Indian in
vosterday's game. He must know how
Gligorich won from Taimanov tonight.
He must know why Petresyan's appar-
ently sound game against Keres col-
lapsed, In a tournament in which theo-
retical and tactleal history is being
made, he has so far prevented any of
it belng made at his expense. If genius
and experience and hard work and
perseverance and guts will de the
trick, he will continue to prevent I,

Can he win the tournament? It's
doubtful, The eards are really stacked
the other way, By the hard work which
has been mentioned, by tenacious, nev-

er-say-die tactlcs, and with a few
streaks of luck, he has dented Lhe
pre-tournament complacency of the

Saoviet delegation by helding, sharing,
or being close Lo the top spot all the
way. He has lost one game to Bron-
stein, and Smysloy has lost one to Ko-
tov, There is not an undefeated player
in the tournament. With the pressure
piting up for the final drive through
the last few rounds, with the players
who were off form in their first games
now hitting thelir peaks, with those at
the foot of the standings deciding
there Is no use In playving it safe any
longer and really shooting the works
in every game—anylthing can happen.
He may win every one of his remain-
ing games, although the odds are high
that he will not. He may lose them
all—although he probably will not—
and In view of the strength of the
opposition and the tension which per-
vades the Kongresshaus atmosphere, no
one could eriticize him. Qur guess ls
that out of the next and final seven
games he willl win one or two, lose
one or two, and draw the rest. If he
can win the tyo, and lose only the
one, he'll have a chance for the num-
ber one slot. If he loses two, the Rus-
sian tide wlll close over his head with-
out leaving a ripple.

Win or lose, vou know that he will
be in there fightlng for every point
and half-point that he can pry loose
from frightening opposition. And win
or lose, the United States should he
proud of the representation it has re-
ceived f(rom this tired, over-worked,
tension-racked, little man, who doesn’t
like to play chess, and whose grit and
skill and nerve In the face of discour-
aging odds have already cracked the
sound barrler of chess—the myth of
Russlan Invinelbliity. Well done, Sam-
my, we're proud of yvou!

EPILOGUE

The tournament Is over. Smyslov ls
the winner, and Sammy winds up In a
three-way tie for second place with
Bronsteln and Keres. After the fore-
going estimate of his chances was writ-
ten, he lost three games, while Smys-
lov nursed his chances home to victory
with no more defeats.

One of the most touching stories lo
come out of World War II was that
told of the skipper of a U, 8, bomber
crew whose ship had been disabled and
who had ordered his crew to take to
their parachutes. As the men were
jumplng, a cryv came from a crew-
member who had Jjust recovered con-
scipusness after being fatally wounded
in the blast which had wrecked the
aireraft. “Don’t leave me,” he begged,
The skipper looked at the boy hope-
lessly pinned in the wreckage, then
at the last ecrewman who was standing
in the door ready to jump, “Go ahead,”
he sald, “Jump. I'm staving here and
riding down with the kid.”

In our book, Sammy Reshevsky made
such a declslon back in August when,

against his better judgment, he de-
cided to play in this tournament. And,
having made his decision, knowing that
his best efforts were foredeoomed to
failure, he “rode down” through this
tournament, with no lllusions about his
fate at the end, and with no hope of
anvthing other than the maintenance
of his own self-respect, and the satis-
faction of knowing that he had done
his hest for American chess. For this
he will get no medals, and no songs
will be sung about him, for anything
other than first place in a tournament
like thls is like westerday’s newspaper.
e is, of course, bitterly disappointed
over his failure to achieve the impossi-
ble. All Americans should help lighten
his load by paving tribute to the nerve
and fighting spirit of Sammy Reshev-
sky.

RUY LOPEZ
Rzeschewski Griffith
White Black
1. P-K4 P-K4 16. QR-B P-QB4
2. N-KB3 N-QB3 17. RxB PxB
3. B-NS N-B3 18. NxP P-QB4
3. Castles NxP 1%. P-BS B-N4
5. P-Q4 B-K2 20. RxP R-B
6 R-K N-Q@3 21. RxR QxR
7. BxN NPxB 22. P-Bb R-K
B. PxP N-N2 21. N-K7 RxN
9. N-QB3 Castles 24, PxR PxP
10, N-Q4 N-B4 25. R-KB Q-K
11. P-B4 N-K3 26, Q-Q5 B-Q
12. B-K3 NxN 27. RxP! QxR
13. BxN P-Q4 28. QxB Q-8B
14, Q-B3 B-KB4 29. QxQ KxQ
15. P-KN4 BxBP 130. K-B2 Resigns

(Plaved between Samucl Rzeschewshi

and R. C. Griffith, British champion
London. England, both blindfolded. Early
in [920)
.. T
FALKBEER COUNTER GAMBIT
{ Philadelphia, Jan, 1, 1921)

Rzeschewski Sharp
White Black

1. P-K4 P-K4 15. K-R QxKP
3. N-KBlI B-KN5 17. B-K4 P-QB3
4. N-QBI N-KBl 18. B-B4 MN-N3
5 Q-K2 N-QB3 1%, B-N3 QR-Q
6. PxKP BxN 20. QR-Q RxR
7. QxB QNxP 21. RxR ﬁ
8. Q-KN3 N-N3 22, RxRch

9. P-K5 N-K5 23. K-N K-B
10, NxN PxN 24, B-BS M-K2
11. P-Q3 B-K2 25. K-B2 K-B3
12. Q-K3 PxP 26, B-BA P-N3
13. BxP Castles 27. B-NB P-QR4
14. Castles Q-Q4 Drawn

ENGLISH OPENING
(Cleveland, January 27, 1921)

Rzeschewski Spero

White Black
1. P-QB4 P-K4 18, BxP BxB
2. N-QB3 N-KB3 19. RxB BxP
3. P-EKN3 B-B4 20. QxN R-K2
4. B-N2 N-B3 21. B-N? Q-07
5 P-K3 Castles 22. QR-KB K-N
6. KN-K2 P-QR3 23. N-B4 BxN
7. Castles P-Q3 4. GxB Q-K
8. P-Q4 B-N1 25. Q-NS Q-Q2
2. P-QS N-K12 26. Q-B4 Q-K
10. K-R N-N3 27. Q-N5 Q-Q2
11. P-B4 PxP 28. R-Bé QRrR-K
12. NxP N-K4 129. R-K& RxR
13. P-N1] K-R 10, PR RxP
14. N-Q3 R-K 11, Q-N4 Q-Bich
15. N-K4 MNxN 32, K-N R-K2
14. BxN N-N5 33. BxP Resigns
17. R-B4 P-KB4

May 29, 30, 31

US. AMATEUR AGAIN
AT ASBURY

Although the details have not
vet been settled, it looks like the
Monterey Hotel at Asbury Park,
N.J. for the annual U,S. Amateur
Chess Tournament. The date has
been decided upon, Memorial Day
weekend, May 29, 30 and 31, so
save that weekend for another rec-
ord tournament. Last year's event
drew 142 entries, and was won by
Dr. Erich Marchand, of Rochester,
N.Y. For further details see future
CHESS LIFE ads, or write to
Frank Brady, 80 E. 11th St,, New
York 3, N.Y.



