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Finish It The Clever Way! by Edmund Nash 

No. 211 Porilio" No. 231 
8 y Robert 8rieger 

Houston. Texu 

•• 
In Posltlo,", No. 231, one moye by 8 1ack m,ku the dr, w eyldent. In this 

end ing. t ime preuII . e ~ppil" 10 haye depriv.d Smyslov of ~ w in (Ihe position 
occllrred /l fl e r Whlt.'s 38t h m oye). 

Roberl 8rleger has coniriblli ed anoth u Intrllllllng endgame si ll dy. The King 
nnnot capl ll r e t he Rook becalllle the 8 1ack Pawn will pr omote to e Knigh t wilh 
a check; Whit. m ust pr all Ide fo r 8 leck's next move (R·K61 ). 

En!! !I~me cor •• ponn will be In te r ested in knowln') t hat the New Statusman 
lG. ea t Tu.n~II1 •• London) hu ;onnoUflced en endgame study competition. closing 
February 29 , 1960. All e ntr lU are to be sent In duplicate . Selleral prizes will b . 
awa rded. For so lu tions, please turn to p'ge 2. 

Send all contr ibu t ions 10 th l5 colu mn to Edm und Nash, 1530 28th PI .CI, S.E., 
W aS hington 20 . O. C. 

RESULTS OF CAND IDATES' TOURN EY FORECAST 
FOl" N'.~t Athey. Jr. . Il rooklYll. N. Y .• ;md Rkk Melton , Queens Village. N. Y .• 

tie for top honors among the twe nty·s lx Ches~ LIfe readers who submitted 
forecasts, and c,ch gets a book prl1.e (rum yo ur editor's private Ilbr ary. Each 
picked T~I , Ke rn. a nd l' eltOslan for the 1, 2. S spots. At hey fInIshed wUh 
Cligoric and Smyllo," (or 4 and S. whUe Melton chose Fischer and Smyslov. Since 
Fischer and ellg-orlc tied for 5th place. their names arc Interchangeable In OUr 
forecast searing-, and the two IIsls are, therefore. Identlcal for 'that purpose. 

Stanley Wahl of Bronx, N. Y., wal nosed OUI only by your <'<Iltor's hard · 
boiled a "d arbitra ry tle.breaklng system. li e had aU the right names. and he 
even had t hree correct placements. with Petroslan. Smyslov. and GlIgorle for 3, 
4. and 5, m ls!:;! n ," out only by choosln, Keres fo r first place and T al fo r second. 
We decided, bowelle r , t h at the ones "" ho pleked the 1, 2, 3. players correctly 
should Illke precedence O"er Ihe 3, 4, S, foreculer. Anothe r with thtee correct 
placements. th... I, 3. and 5 , pots, was Gilbert Ra lch of Philadelphia, t he seU· 
styled "s.:e r Withou t a Pee r" , who pIcked Tal. Smyslo". Pdroslan, Keres, and 
GUgoric. 

Others who picked the top five players: 
I . ~ 3. 4. S. 

Harr)' Bor ochow ........•.•..•. S my.i)oy Pet rOl lan T a l Fische r Keres 
Los Allgele5. Calif. 
Ralph Uan ..................... _ ... _T.'I F ischer SmyslO\' Keres Pelroslan 
Norfolk. Neb. 
Ron~ld E imollls! .. .............. Smystov Tal Gllgoric P.-.troslan Keres 
S1. Paul, MinD 
Norman Nikodym ............ Pe iro'l.n Tal GUeorlc Smyslov Keres 
Rapid City, S. Oak. 
Klrl ll Ffrfaroff ........ ......... ... SmySlov Ta.l Keres Gligoric Petroslan 

T., ;;, 
Smy.lov. 
Flseh cr. 

of lIouston, Texas and Mar ta Wolfe of Albuquerque. N. M., chase 
the I and 2 spots. but went wrOnl;: later. thc former lealllna: out 

the I~tte r fo r gett Ing Petra, lan , whIle incl udIng both Gll llor lc and 

Although only two contestant~ picked Flschcr to win. twenty pIcked him to 
fInIsh In the top fIve . Ten dld n·t think that Keres wou ld t nlsh in t h at group, 
while elllht thouQ"ht that n"nko wOllld. Eleven plckcd T al to win, nine thought 
that Smyslov cou ld do I t aealn . three chOSe Petroslan, while only one liked 
Keres for the top 5POt. 

YOllr edlto r fInished out In le tt field with Smyslov. Tal. Gllgorlc, Petroslan, 
nnd Ftseher. Thanks, everyone. See you In thc 1961 Interzonal . 

TOURN A MENT REMINDE RS 
Dfcember 4·S-6-lll INOI S STATE CHAMPIONSHIP, Irving Pa rk YMCA, Chicago 

tCl 11 /20 / 59 ) 
Decembe r 5-6--JAC KSON IN VITAT IO NAL OPEN, King Edwa rd Hote l, J ackson, Miss. 

(CL 10120/ 5" 
Dfcember 11 .12-1 )-USCF RA TI NG IMPROVEMENT, 212 W. ",2nd. St ., New York. 

(Cl 10120/ 59) 
December I)-RALEIGH 3O·3a OPEN, Pullen P.,k Commun ity Cente r, Ra leigh, N. C. 

-1959-60 ROSENWALD AND U,S, CHAMPIONSHIP 
STARTS DECEMBER 18 

The Committee for the U.S. Championship for the Lessing J. Ros~n­
wald Trophy has received definite acceptances to play {rom the fol· 
lowing: 
Ar(hur Bisguier 
James T. Sherwin 
Sidney Bernstein 
Herbert Seidman 
Arnold Denker 

Pal Benko 
Edmar Mednis 
Raymond Weinstein 
Robert Byrne 
Robin Au!t 

Twelve players will compete for the national championship, and 
although for·ntal acceptances have not yet been received from Robert 
Pischel' or Samuel Reshevsky. it is assumed and hoped that these twO' 
grandm asters wi!! compete. The tournament's fi rst round will be played 
December 18 lit the 'West Side Yl'oICA. 5 West 63rd St., New York. 
Tickets for the [our rou nds to be pillyed at this location (comfortable 
theatre seats from wh ich to walch the games and demonstrat ion boards) 
may still be obtained from the New York office of the USCF, at 80 
E:asl lIth S1.. as lldvertised in CHESS LIFE [or Nov. 20. 

Operation 
5000 

- M EM BERS 
- By July 

1960 

California has done it again! Thi~ time they added 44 new memb~n, 
J"ai s in~ tll .;! ir membership from 496 on June 5 to 540 on September 
5. to cOnlinue lending the nation . not only in membership but in r ate 
or increase! "We are shooting lit more than 1000 members by next 
June 5." Harry Borocbow. California Membcrship Chairman has stated. 
"The USCF is on its way. and a wonderful thing for chess it is!" 

Tcxas has begun to move upward, following th e promise by Texas 
Membership Cbllirman Harold Bone to "give New York a kick in the 
pants" on the maHer of membership totals. Over the summer Texas 
moved front 211 to 235, passing up {ourth·place Pennsylvania (213), 
moving very close to third-place New J ersey (246), and maneuvering 
towards high.heel boot range of second-place New York State, still 
well up there at 468. 

Indiana showed substantial progress. from 57 on June 5 to 71 
on September 5, the momentum developed earlier continuing, "and 
we're continui ng the committee work gladly and hopefully," added 
State Chair man Mildred Morrell. 

The September 5 membership Jist showed galliS in 38 states, 
and small losses in the remainder, for the summer quarter. "This is 
an enCOUraging repor t," according to Fred Cramer, General Member­
ship Chairman. " because we pushed hard last spring, to crowd every­
thing in before the closing list June 5, for our firs t year of OPERATION 
M. In crowding everything into that June report. it is not surprising 
that we borrowed something from J uly, in some plaees. We'll pick 
up our pace aga in . as we' re already doing." 

New state targets were announced by the membership committee, 
designed to raise USCF membership to the overall 5000 target by 
next June 5, as follows: (Continued on Page 2) 

as this issue of CHESS LIFE was going to press, word 
of the passing of two grand veterans of American 

Master Emerilus Charles S. Jacobs of Winchester, 
. and Dr. Palmer G. Keeney of Newport. Kentucky. 

both were, in their younger days. players of m •• t .. 
became internationally famous in the problem 

Jacobs was a problem composer of mer it, 
have won acclaim and prizes in almost every 
the world. Dr. Keeney, also a composer of note, 

firs t problem editor, a post which he fill ed 
for several years. A practicing physician, a 
War I. he served for many years as President of 

Chess Club, and he never lost interest in chess. 
CHESS LIFE, the USCF, and every Amer ican chess player , h"" 
two valuable friends. 



OPE R ATION M- ' 

(Continued from page 1) Sotulio,u :10 
:Jin;'~ i11~, Ct."" Wa~, 

Ca lifornia ........ 700 
New Yo rk ...... 650 
New J e rsey .... 300 
Tun ......... ....... 300 
Pennsvlva n la .. 3OD 
Oh io .. ..... ........ ..• 150 
Mich iga n ... ....... 100 
1I1Ino1$ .... ......... . 100 
Mass. . ............. .... 200 
Conned lcut .... 150 
W15consln .... .•.• 150 
Flo r ida ..•. ...•..•. .. 150 
Min nesot a .... .•.. 150 
Indi a na ....... ." .... 100 
Virginia .. ......... . 100 
Maryland .... ..... . 100 
MI,sour l .......... 100 
N. Caro line ...• 75 
M iss issi ppi ' ...... 75 
Lou isiana .... .. .... 75 
Dlst. o f Col ... .. 75 
Wash ington ... . 75 
Ala bama ....... ... .. 50 
Ar ll o na ..... ..... .. 50 
Io wa ..... ............. SO 
Nebras ka ........ 50 

Oklaho ma ........ SO 
Kansas ...... ..... ... 50 
New Mexico ... . 50 
Colo rad o ........ .. 50 
Oregon ........ .. .... SO 
Te nnessee ........ 40 
Arka nsas .. ..... ... 40 
Ke n tucky .......... 4(1 

W. Vi r9 inia .... 4(1 

Geo '9ia .......... .. 40 
Utah ... ...... . : ..... .• 40 
S. Carolina .. .... 40 
Rhode Island .. 4(1 

Nevad a ............ 10 
Idaho .......... ... .. ... 20 
Maine .. ... ........... 10 
N. Ha mpsh ire .. 10 
Ve r mont .. ........ 10 
De law are .......... 10 
S. Dakota ........ 10 
N. Da ko ta .......• 10 
Mo ntana .. ... ....... 10 
Wyom ing ..... ..... 10 
A las ka ..... ......... 10 
Hawa ii .. ..... ....... 10 

POS itio n No . 231: 1. ........ , R-KN8<:h ! 2. 
K_R2 , R-IUlch ; 3. K·N2 , R·NBch. Draw. 
Pos ltlGn No . 232: 1. K·R4! (nGt K_B4? 

R·R6! draws), R-K6! 2. Q·NSch, K·RB; 
3. Q.B5! K.N7; 4. Q.N4c h , K-R7 (If 

K·RB; 5. Q·Q2! K·NS; S. N·K2, R·KSch; 
7. K·Rl! RxN ; B. QKR, P ·B8ch ; 9. K_N 3 
wins); S. Q.B4Ch, K·RB (i f K·NB; S. N·Q2, 

Rl< N; 7. Qx R, K· fUI; S. Q_Q2, K.N7; 9. 
K.N4, K·NB; 10. K·N3 wIns ); 6. QxPt 
R·R6ch ; 7. K.N4, R.N6ch; B. K·B4, 

R-N5ch ; 9. K-Q3. R·N6ch ; 10. K·Q4, 
R.N5eh; II. « ·K3, R·N6ch; 12. K·B4. 
R_N 5ch; 13. K·N3. R·N6ch ; 14. N·B3! 
Rx Nc h; IS. K.N4, R· RSch; 16. K·NS, 
R-N5ch ; 17. K·BS, R.B5ch; 18. K_K5, R·B4 
01' K5ch; 19. QxR, wi ns. 

The Sovie t Sc:hool of Chess. By A. Ko tov and M. Yud Gvlc h , 390 pp. , 
hund re d . o f d iag ra ms. $3.50. Orde r fro m USCF, 80 Eas t 11th St ., Ne w Yo r k 
3, N.Y. 

Despite its wretched English, cheap production, and insistent 
propaganda, this is the chess book of the yeat" . For this reviewer's 
money, it is also the best collection of games published in several 
decades. One may raise an eyebrow at the derivation of the Russian 
school Chigorin, and he may smile at the recent and continued rehabili­
tation of Alekh ine as the greatest Russian player; but whatever the 
mystique by which chessic genealogy is produced or those in disfavor 
restored to emin ence, the r esults achieved by Russian players si nce 
the 1930's are monumental. Sta te suPPOt·t of the game has developed 
an army of grandmastel'S against whom geniuses like Reshevsky, Gli­
goric, and Fischer can win only skirmishes, as the candidates' tourna­
ment abundantly testifies. The book is a golden treasury of the great 
successes of Russian chess. 

So we may dismiss the puerilities inevitable to an official reconsti· 
tuting of history and fasten upon the profound analysis and the games, 
many of which have never before appeared in English. Kotov and 
Yudovich divide their text into two pariS. The f irst, in six chapters, 
traces the course of chess in Russia fro m Petrov and J aenisch to the 
present. It is a IiUe strange to find Alekhine bracketed with Chigorin 
as tireless workers to raise chess to the status of a people's art , but 
the chapter on his contribution to the theory of opcni ngs is a master­
piece. Similarly, chapter fiv e on the main fea turcs of the Soviet school 
gives dozens of innovations in open and close games produced by Bot­
vinnik, Smyslov, Bronstein, and others. 

The authors point out, with justice, that many of these 
have not been credited to the men wh o discovered them 
and tested them in t ournament play. The amount of systematic analysis 
that goes on in Russia is staggering ; and as Reshevsky's famous losses 
to Smyslov and Fischer indicates, woe betides even the greatest player 
who does Dot keep up with it. 

Part two is a galaxy. Beginning with Botvinnik and concluding with 
eight women players, the authors sketch the biographies and illustrate 
the play of fifty ·one Soviet grandmasters and masters. These games, 
added to those of the dozen 01' so stalwarts treated in part one, com­
pr ise the most exciting and most profound chess ever put between 
covers. Whatever the shortcomings in format and production by Ameri­
can standards, the book offer.s in addition what many American volumes 
lack, comprehensive analytical indices. 

BACK IN STOCK! 
THE MIDDLE GAME IN CHESS 

by E. A. Znosko_Bo rovs ky 

A complete treatise on the mid-game whereby the author clearly 
defines the basic factors of Space, Time and Force, analyzes the 
power of the pieces,_shows ho~ to evaluate the strength ~f anr ':'0, 
si tion, explains how to exploit an advantage or remedy an m~enonty 

' in any position. Translated by J. du Mont. 225 pages, 83 diagrams. 
$4.50 less 15% to USCF m e mbe r s .. .. . .. .•..... .•.•. .•.. •. . .. .•... .. .. . .. .•. ... .. .. . • $3.83 

THE FIRESIDE BOOK OF CH"'S S 

b y I . Cherne v and F. Re inf e ld 

Stories, articles, cartoons, anecdotes, oddities, 50 co mbinations, 47 
end.game noveltics, 31 problems, 184 remarkable games. A huge 
grab·bag for your info r mation and pleasure. 400 pages, 338 diagrams 
$5.00 less 15% t o USCF m e m bers .. . . .. . ... .. .. . .. .... ... .. .. . . .... .. . ..... . . .. . ... .. $4.25 

I··························~~~~~~=~~a~ ••.... ~ ....• · ' 5 IMAGINATION IN CHESS : 
• b • •• y = . ' . = David Spiro! • • • • •••••••••••••••••••••••••• • ••• !I!lI ...... IiI .ilIM .............. . 

S t ude nt' s World Chess Tourna ment 
• 

Buda p est , 1959 
BENONI DEFENSE 

Kre idma n 
( Is rael ) 

WHITE 
1. P·Q4 
2. P·Q B4 
3. N_QB3 
4. p .QS 
5. PxP 

Kanko 
( Finland) 

BLACK 
N·K83 

P·K3 
P_84 

'" , .. , 
A t r anspositio n In t o t he Beno n i D e­
fenBe, w11lch Incidenta lly Is goi ng 
thro ugh q uite a rev Ival . 

6. P·K4 
7. N· KB3 
8. 8·K1 
9. 0 ·0 
10. N·Q1 

KANKO 

KR EIDMAN 

P·KN3 
8 ·N2 
0·0 
R·K 

N· R31 

Afte r 10 ......... , N· R]! 

Played wtth conside r able v ,.,rve! 8 1ack 
proposes a seemingly modest trans· 
action: he Is wUllng t o accep t dou hled 
QR P a wns In return for the half· 
op<'n QN fil e, plus t he two Bishops. 
Th[s str a t<'gie Idea gIves the game 
exceptlona [ interest: 

I I . BxN P KB 
12. P· B3 B·Q1 
13. P·QR4 R·QN 
14. N·Q84 N· R4 

Bl"ck stands better . . . Whi te's so me· 
what ster eo typed s t r ategy d oes no t 
suit t his "new-" pOSitio n . 

IS. P·KN 4? .... ... . 
An ImpulSive elTOr In whnt Is n lready 
a critical pos ition. SInce h Is dark 
squares are hOling "pressur ed", mQr e 
logical was 15. B·K3. 

I S. .•...... 8 .QSch 
Invading the dark squa res-and the 
Whlte position Is start ing to " tee ter" . 
Now cGme~ a series or sh arp moveS. 

16. K·N 2 R_NS I 
17. Q·Q3 Q. RS I 

KREIDMAN 
After 17 • .... .. .. , Q.RSI 

f(j ". ~ SiJfU rJ<ry, P a ge 2 

uh" s~ \.l~Q Deumbcr J, 19J9 

, 
Exquisite : A sound piece orfer wh ich 
can hard ly bc ac:ce p ted : 

" 18. Px N, R·K4! 19. NxR, BxN (K4); 
20. R·R, B.RSch; 21. K·N, Q·K8<: h ; 
and Mates next movc. 

u, 
18. PxN, R·K4! 19. N_K3, 
20. R.KR, B-RSch; 21. K,N, 
and Ma t es nex t mo ve . 

RxKRP; 
Q.KSch; 

18. PxN, R-K4! 19. 
20. K·R, B l< R; 21. 
22 . Q·K2, Rx N; Z3. 
R.KB, Bl<RP wIth 
a head a nd a 
well. 

No t always Is 
played by t he 

the prettie s t ehess 
well.known m asters ! 

t 8. 8 ·Q1 Rx NI 
BxNPI 19. Qx R 

Line clearance In Its most elegant 
f orm. 

20. Px8 QxNPch 
21. K·R N·Nkhl 

P r etty: This Kn!ght has It charmed 
llCe; It still cannot be captu red . 

22. K· N2 Nx R dIs. ch . 
13. KKN Q·B6ch 

And now_ the last p~s·de.deux. 
24. K·K 8·87ch 
25. K·8 8 . N6ch 
Res ig ns 

In ~ wo r ld o f CaissIe oysters- a pearl 
of a came! 

XXV U ,S ,S .R. CHAMPIONSHIP 

Riga 1958 
F .LD. E. Z o n a l T o urna ment 

Modern Benoni 
Ave r b akh M. T.l 

White Black 

'- P·Q4 N·KB3 ,. P·Q 84 P· K3 ,. N·QB3 P·B4 

•• , .. , ,., ,. '" P-Q3 

•• P·K4 P-KN3 ,. B·K1 ........ 
The more 7. B_K2, has beco me fashIon_ 
able s Ince Smys [ov's w [n ove r F lI! p In 
1957. WhIte Intends simply t o solidity 
his cent r e acalnst attack hy t he Black 
minor pieces be ro re com mItting himse lf. 

7. B·N1 
8. N·B3 0 ·0 

~ ~ 9. 0 ·0 R- K 
10. Q·B1 ....... . 

T he alt e rnative wa~ 10. N.Q2, N·R3; II . 
P_B3. N·BZ; 12. P_QR4, P·N3; 13. N-B4, 
B-QR3; 14. B_NS, Q·Q2; 15. Q..Q2, BKN; 
16. BKB , P·QR3; 17. Q·Q3 and White h as 
a s t rong grip . (Blrbraccr-T al, 1955). A 
suggestion b y s ,he,hmaty Is 12 • •....... , 
N.Q2; 13. N·B4, N·K4; fo r a more ac tive 

·varlatlon. 
10 . ..... .,. 
11. B· KB4 
12. Q.N 

N·QR31 
No.QNS 

... ..... 

AVERBA KH 
Aft e r 12. Q·N 

12. NxKP?1 
A verhakh IS re port ed to have sald aIter ­
the ga m e t hat t he sacrlflce was n ot 

(Continued on page 3, col. 4) 
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BITS R PLAY 
By International MASTER WILLI AM LOMBARDY 

World Junior Cllam pion- 1957-1958 

At th is wri ting there does not seem to be any chance of Bobby's 
atlaining an even score in the Candidates Tournament. He can however 
fin ish with a respectable score, and as has often been demonstrated, 
there isn', anyone he isn't capable of bealing. 

Naturally his showing is not that of a top· top notchcr. but one 
must bear in mind Bobby's age and limited experience . Above all 
Bobby has proven llimsclf a true fi ghter. When he is a t a game he 
works harder th.:ln anyone. His burning determin;J tion to win blended 
with a keen lllcrtnes$ and sticktoit ivencss has assured the downfall 
of a goodly number of r ivals. 

It seems certa in that Bobby aspires to the World Championship. 
Thc re is no doubt thaL he shall achieve this in the not too distant 
futurc . li he continues to display the brilliance without a doubt evident 
in hi~ games, there can be no question as to what the futu re holds 
lor Grandmaster Fischer. 

SICILIA N DEFENSE 
F isch er 

W h ite 
1. P-K4 
2. N·KBl 
J. P·Q4 
4. NxP 
S. N·gSl 
6. 8 oQB4 

Benko 
Black 

P.o84 
K·Q8l 

'" N·Sl , .. , 
... ..... 

t'or 1" '0 yean Or more Bobby has R­
IIcd on Ih b move. Many :arc thOSe who 
ha ,·c burned the midnight 011 preparine 
against It but few are those fo rtunate 
enough to have as mueh a s h~lr a point. 

6_ ._ .. __ . Q.NUI 
A new move the merit or which must 
be mOre tho r oughly Invut lga ted. P-Xl 
appears sou nder. 

1. KN-K2 
a. 0 ·0 
, _ 8 ·N1 
10. K_RI 
11. 8-NS 
12. P-B4 
13. N-N3 

P·K3 
B·K2 
0 ·0 

N.QR4 
g .B4 
P·N4 

P·NS? 

Posi t ion lifTer U , _. __ .. , P·NS 

Black neglects hla natural developln, 
mo\"es such liS R-QI and B.N2. He mU$1 
now stand to r a ve r y st rong atUek. 

14. P·K5! PltP 
15_ axN! PxB 

IS ...... .. . , BxB: 16. N(B).K4, Q.K2: 17. 
N·RS, K-Rl; 18. N(")xD, PxN: 19. PxP, 
PxP; 211. Q_B3, B-N2; 21. Q·N31 and wl nl. 

16_ QN_K4 g ·QS 
17. Q- AS NxB?! 

I don 't t h ink Blac k expected White's 
next . But if 17 . ........ • K·N2; 18. QR·Ql, 
Q.N3: 19. PxP , P-B4; 20. R-Q6!, Q-B2; 
21. N_N5!, BXl"l; 22. QxBch, K_Rl ; 23 . 
Q-B6ch, K-N I: 24. N-R5 and mate next 
mo\"e. 

18. Q.R'I ....... . 
(See d iagram top next column) 

18 •.. ...... 
1'. N-AS 
20. QR-Ql 
21 . QN-B'ch 

,,' 
P· B4 .... 
" N . ,N 22. N x8 c h 

23. QxQ 

1 

Whll" h~s obtained a winning ad"anlage 
8c~mln~ I}' out of th in air_ But If on 
his 13th turn Black had attended to his 
developmcnt a ll this would not likely 
hn"e happened. 

". 24 . Q- NSch 
25 . Q-K7 
26. QxN 
27, RxB 

••••• .. 

N·B4 
K· Rl 
B·R3 .. , 

Re signs 

Keres Is One grandmaster on "'hom 
Bobby really has the Indian !lii"n. }' rom 
four games nobby h as three victo ries to 
one defea t . Not bad for a young player! 
W. l eh how the Estonia n Is demolished . 

K ING'S INDIAN DEFEN SE 
Keres (USSR) Fis c.he r (USA ) 

White Black 
1. P-Q4 N·KBl 
2. N·KBl P_K N3 
1. B·B4 B·N2 
4. Q N-Q2 P·B4 
S. P-Bl 

5. P·Kl Is conslderod bette r. P -B3 15 
necessary only If t he Black Knight Is 11.1_ 
ready de"c loped at QB3 preventing 
Whi te's B-Q3. 

s. ........ Px P 
6. Px P P.o4! 

Excellent! There Is littl e chance tha t 
White will gain a ny a d\"antai"e now 
since h is Que en Knight Is m ost Inel ­
fed l\"e!y posted fo r aggressive action. 

7. 8x N?! 
Instead of comple ting his development 
W hite decides t o chew of f a pawn. P-K3 
15 mOre logical. J;towe\"e r , White Is In 
no particular da ngers. 

7 . . .. .... . 
8. Q-R4ch 
9. QxP 
10. P·K3 
11_ Nx N 

... 
B-Q2 
N_K5 
N . N 
...... .. 

ll . KxN Is answered by B-N5 and P-K4 
alte r White's de tense to the Black 
lIQuares Is removed. 

11. __ ... _ 
12. N-N3 
13. Q-8 S 

P·K4 
0-0 

A·Bl 

14. Q-N" R·K l 
8 lack hJ9 obtained t remendous p ressu R 
at the COli of only a pawn. White soon 
becomes helpless a,alnst the Black a t ­
t ~ck. 

IS . 8 ·K2 
16. N){ P 

Now Cu1.llng Is Impossible. 17. 0 -0 , 
BxN I 

17. Q){p ........ 
17. R·QI Is no better ... .... . , RxP; 18. 0 -0, 
R"al 

1 7. . ...... . 
18. Qx8 
1' . R.Ql 

P"ll fl on after If_ ........• B·B6ch 

The bl.hop of oppOSite colours a \"all 
whltl! nothing since for 1111 PTactlcal 
pU1'pO~I!" he Is a rook do,,·n. However, 
White ~ tlll ha. something to 5ay. 

20. K·BI P_QSI 
Black oplln9 the pOSition to take ad· 
vantage of hi s greater mobUlty. 

21 . PxP Q-KS 
12. Q·NS Q-B7 
23. P-N3 

Surprising tha t W hite stili has a good 
de(cn~e. 

23 •.. _..... QxP 
'4. B-NS?? 

POSi t ion I fte r 24. B.NS? 

W as W hite In ti me 
ea r ly stage? 24. 8-83 
seems to give him 
bet ter position. 

24 . . ...... . 
25 . BxA 
26. K·K2 
27 . K·Q3 

pressurl! at this 
fe llowed up K-N2 
~ t enable If not 

Q.Q41 
Q){ Rch 
AxBch 

S-Kal 

And White, having 10$1 a piece, r esIgns. 
A m Oil 5urprl$lng re.u lt . Not the player 
but h i. peUonll!!ty won this I"ame r 

A VE RBAK H-TAL 
(Continued fr om page 2) 

completely ~ound, bllt that be did not 
fi nd the best ddensc. These sepculatlve 
sacrifices, u nfor tunately fo r A\"e r bakh, 
are not al ways correct. but 1.0 rerute 
them In over-the-board play' Is a much 
ha rder task t han to analyze them a t 
leisure afterwards! 

13. NxN 8 ·KB4 
14. KN.o2 NxQP 

TA=' CC" 

AVERBAKH 
Afte r 14_ •••••••• , N){QP 

15. B){QP? ._._ .. 
But Ihl. does no t soh 'e his problem. 
As played, Wh lte 's ac t ual move ta k", 
him InlO a po5ltlon where he Is s imply 
a Pawn down . At this stagc, 15. P.KN3! 
will nOI d o afler NxB; 1$ . PxN, p .Qt • 
wins; J ISO IS. B-N3, N·NS; 16. BxQP?, 
Bx.~: 17_ NltB. P ·84; rel"Mnio, t he 
picce. 

Ho"·c\"er. Wh Ue does well to play: 
15. B-N3, N·NS; lB. p ·QRl. N-B3; 17. 
B·Q3. (and If 15_ B.N3, N-83; 16. 8 .R4 .J 

In addition, 15. B_KNS, wor k, out 
well for 15. . ..•.... , QxB failS after 18. 
NxQ, B){Q; 17. B-fWl 

'rhus, :>.fter 15. B-KN5, Q.N3; 16. 8. 
QB4, N.B2; 17. B·Q3, BxP; 18. N.B6ch, 
BxN; 19. QBxB, Bxn; 20. QxB, P.Q4; 
and herc Whlte's ext rA piece out­
weighs macks three P uwns. 

In F.!.O.E., T al 5Ul"gcsted IS. S .N3, 
as be t ter, and afte !" 15 . ...... .. , Q-K2; 16. 
N-QB3. QR.Q; or 16. a·QN5, BxN; 17. 
!'\x B, Qx N; 16. BxR, QxB; 19. BxQP, 
Q·B3; 20. B-N3, P-BS; alack h as II Pawn 
ad \"antngc a nd an active pesltlon f or 
his sacrificed exchange. 

15. . ...... . 
16. B. KB3 
17. NxN 
18. B){B 
1'. Q_B2 

N-B3 
N,N 
. , N ... 
........ 

From a positional stllndpolnl, White 
is quile lost. 

19. ___ ... II .K2 
20. B-B3 QR. K 
21. QRoQ &-QJ 
22. P-QA4 PoQ N3 
23_ P .QN3 A-K4 
24. R.o2 "" K ft4 
25_ ft -K2 Rx A 
26. axR P. IIS 

The rc Is no r espite. Tal II In hla ele­
ment_he Just lovu to attack! 

27. K-R Q-BS 
28. P·KN3 Q·B3 
29. Q-Q R.Q 
30. B-N4 

Since 311. Q-K, B-B6; punc~ures the 
pOSition_ he goes In tor a last -ditch 

j l<Windle. Now follow. a qulpplsh pOin t : 
30. ........ S){P 
31. Q. K2 A-Q7! 

A prelly counter ; Tal b n the last 
laugh . . . U now 32. QxR? Q-B3ch 
and m ates In two. 

32, Q.K8ch K·N2 
33. PxP Q·Q5 
34. 8 -R3 Q-Q6 
35. B-N2 ....... . 

If now 35. Q_KSch, K-R2: 36. Q_B4, 
Q·Q4ch ! 37. B-N' . QxBch ! 33. KxQ, 
B-K6 d ls.eh. e tc. 

35. . ...... . , ... 
White ruigns. 

(Notes lxued on ano1Vti$ appearing 
in "The Mancheder GUlJrdian W eek. 
ly," and also by L. Pachman In F.l . 
D. E. Quarlerly, 1958/2, as well o.t 
ruggertiom by M. Tal, flu current 
Ruui6n champion.) 
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. BY 
FRED ftI . WREN, E ditor of CHESS LIFE 

Tbe editorial-article "An Elephant Is Like a House" in the October 
5 issue has inspired several r eaders to write to )'our editor. Without 
cxeeption they praised the story of South African player Kirby's impres· 
sions of the 1958 Munich Olympiad, and without exception they thought 
that Mr. Kirby's commentary on the American team members ranged 
from "candor" to " ignorant unfa irness." My editorial note a t the end of 
the ar licle should have confi rmed the fact that I, too, thought that Mr . 
Kir by had WTitten off some oC our team members a bit too cheaply. 
For some time before publication of the art icle in CHESS LIFE I seri­
ously considered the advisabili ty of deleting those lines to which some 
of our readers made impassioned objection. Then. I decided that most 
of our readers were old enough to read something which, even if untrue, 
or unfair , or otherwise divergent Crom tbeir own Views, apparently 
represented the viewpoint oC master chess outs ide the United States. 
Consequent ly you got the unex purgated edition, exactly as it was taken 
from CHESS WORLD. 

Over the years therc has been a considerable amount of published 
matcrial on the subject " What's Wrong With American Chess?" Answers 
to the questi on have been many and varied in details, and in suggestions 
for improvement. Most of the answers. including that given in my article 
in CHESS REVIEW (November, 1949) dealt 'wi th c.nly one of the 
many problems traditionally inhcrent in American chess. It is now 
my personal belief that there is nothing wrong with American chess 
which cou l'd not be remedied by a ttention and direction from a 
competent Unitel'l States Chcss Federation executive , backed by a 
membership 20,000 s t rong. In this belief, I take pleasure in presenting 
the views of Mr. David R. Stevenson, a gr3duate student at Yale, who, 
while admitti ng th at he has never competed in a form ally organized 
chess tourna ment , wrote to commcnt on the above-mentioned editorial, 
and who, 1.'11 / >(l;fWII/ . gives us an objecth'e and Ii te r3te summary of 
some of our weak points, as t hey appear to a non-cumbatant. 

• 
"Your editorial art icle in the October 5 issue, "An Elephant Is 

Like a House" is worth the subscription price of the enti re year. It 
is the best article that I have seen in your newspaper since I began 
r eading it two years ago. The candor of Mr. Kirby's commentary on 
American chess players was a refreshing cuntrast to tbe cautious 
critiqUes now and then revealed to the close reader of your "Amer ican" 
columnists. As f!J,r the information and ins ights concerning the Russian 
players, particularly "the tengendary Tal" and the -- blitz champion" 
Petrosian, I reveled In the incisive description and the brill iant, if 
controversial , valuc judgments. 

As a graduate student cloistered away from the puls ing center 
of chess life by demands of study, lack of human chess contacts, and 
skill of limited potential, I w elcome your newspaper games and ar t icles. 
From even this rest r icted acquaintance with "Chess in America", I 
sense three (3) conditions that chain the United States to mediocrity 
in the world of chess. Fi.rst, of course, is the apathetic atti tude that 
most Americans have toward the game. Second, there is the unbridled 
selfish ness or "individualism" of the American ehess players from the 
top to the bottom. Third, there is our self.i mposed isolaticn f rom the 
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d ue tl on, Includ ln.c numbe n and date. on top line. 
S. nd mll mbersh lp du .. , lub.., r lptlo ns, t ourn ll ment n porh for r l t lng, ' 1I11ng f. lI, 
lind cha ngll of Iddrll. to FRANK BRADY, Bu sln. u Mlnl l tt, flO En l 11th, NII W 
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F RED M, WRI!:N, Ed ito r, Go ... House, PfrTY, Mil in • • 
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LARRY EVANS ON CHESS 
By lnterrwtional Grandmaster L ARRY EVANS 

It is at the mercy of While 's inil iative. 
When wit h p rospect oC handling the black 
pieces in a tournament game, one scours o pen ing manuals in a f rantic 
search for equalizing variations . This dc(eatist attitude has persisted 
despite the na r rowing marg in of White victories since 1851. (For an 
analysis of whether the first move re&lly is an advantage, see chapter 
seven of "New Ideas in Chess" by this wri ter.) 

Among the recent crop of mas ters, howe~'er, a remarkable number 
of counter-attackers have sprung up. Black fights with his pieces 
instead of merely developi ng them. A ctually, Black is the master of 
w h at course th e game shall take once White com mits himself with 
the opening movc. T his ' the hypcrmoderns hoped to avoid with t he 
wishy-washy 1. N·KB3. Black's "defenses" are so dyn amic, ill, fact, 
that perhaps they ought to be renamed. In a recent offhand game 
my opponent opencct with 1. P ·K4, 1 instantaneously ' replied with 
1. ..... ... , P·QB4 and added: "What defense do you have aga ins t the 
Sicilian?" 

In the present game, Cross fails to find a defense against the 
King's Indian. Black's pieces spring to life with amazing rapidity. This 
victory is par ticularly satisfying because it is the first time that I 
have defeated the Californian master in a half doze n tries dating 
back to 1946. Now we have an even score. 

Ki ng's Indi ll n " Oefe nse" 

Lo g Cabin Seed e d , 1959 
Jim Cross Lar r y EVllns 

WHITE BLACK 
1. P-Q84 

Wblt" hopei 10 aleu Ih" ,amn Into 
channe ls of his O"'n .:hoosln8 b), 
st:ort ing " ·ltb Ihe Enli:Ush Opening. ,1>.. l'ossJbmty of IransPO,ltlons Is 
abur:dant. But all 8la~k has to do 
is .:lose hb eyes and set up tbe 
K's Indian formation, If he 50 de· 
sires. 

, 1. .....•.. P.kN3 
If B1:tck Intends to \>101)' III" K'a In. 
dIan, h.., may as well Sla,·t now with 
this Irregular n,ove-I hus reservlna; 
th~ opUon of d/!ve lo\>lng hI! K. 
Kni ght on K2 Instead of KSl . Lorn. 
bardy also adopted Ihe !amc develop. 
ment ;,galn~t Botvinnlk at Ihe MuniCh 
Olympics. 

2. N·QB3 B.N2 
3. P·kN3 ....... . 

An nltra ·po~lt!ona l reactI On. The 
strailhUorward 3. p.Q~ Is eQ.ually iOod. 
Cross Is eagy and does not yet wish 
to tip his hand. 

3. ........ N.k B3 
Black rejects the opportunIty to play 
P·K. because he has IInother setup 
In mind. The text Is non.commlttal. 

~. B·N2 0 .0 
5. P·k 4 ....... . 

This is the fi rst break whlcb give, 
the 2ame II~ .:harac lcr. ~. P·Q4 leads 
10 eonventlon,1 varilltions. As I re. 
mem .... r , Ilotv lnnlk adopted thl, 'etup 
for White In his Utle maleb aialn$! 
Smyslov. 

5. . .... _. 
Th" mOlOt a£"ire!.$lve 
lries to eontrot hi! 
on ",hleh White haa 
whole. 

P.8 4 
reaction. Black 

Q5, the squarCl 
j utl eruted a 

6. KN·K2 
Arter 6. P·K~, N·KI; 7. 
8. PxP, N><P; While I, 
the defensive and hI! 
too loose. 

6. . ..... "' 

, ..... ... 
".84, P·Q3; 
thrown on 
potl tlon II 

(See diagram top next column ) 
Notkc how the two best d~ren5u nt 
Black's dl~poslIJ - the S lolllan nnd 
King's Indian _ bur II s triking re­
semblance 10 each other. This posl. 
tion could hav" Rlso been arrived 
at after 1. P·K4, P-QB3, etc. 

7. P · B4 ...... '" 
White has purposely delayed cUIUn, 
In order to probe his chnncC5 Of • 
K.sid e atlack. 

• 

, . 
•• 

"" If he 
example 

aflc r 9. 0-0, 
advant3ge. Now 

Simply wJth PxP; I 

9. 0 ·0 '"' 

Now White Is eonfronted with II dl· 
temma: how to recapture. Black's last 
mOve ",as automatic, since he had no 
Intention of permitting White to set 
up a Pawn wcdg" with P.8S. 

IC. PxP ....... . 
Keeping mob ile center Pawns Is prob· 
ably thc right choice. After 10. NxP, 
OI a~k has two holes on which the 
operate: K4 and Q5. Black. on the other 
hand. has only one whole On his Q4. 

lC. ........ N·kR4 
OIack's stralegy Is 5tm 10 break with 
P·QR3 Hn(l P·QN4, but he takes time out 
to pu t 3 stake on the K-slde. The tell:t 
move takes all the sting out of a 
possible White K_side attack beginning 
with N·N3. 

11. P·Q3 N-Q5 
12. R·N I 

A neceuary e,·Il. in order to free the 
Q.Blshop. If 12. n·R3? NxN +; 13. NxN 
(1 3. QxN? N·N6 wins the I!Ichan2e), 
BxP; wlnnln £" a Pawn. 

12. ........ P.QR3 
F1nallyl 

13. 8· k3 
14. Q·Q2 __ ._. 

I had exp-ected 14. P·N~, which pro!). 
ahly wou ld have ~n ans",e red "'lth 
P.QN4. 

14. . ...... . P-QN4 

POll t lon IftU 14 . •. _ ....• P·QN4 

Ulack has all the play. While's ple" .. s 
a re developed on paulve posts.. The 
beauty or Blick's posltlon Is he ean 
take acllon on tbe King Or the Queen_ 
sideS, depending UPOD ",hilt course the 
2.me lakes. 

15. PxP 
i' >"old ln .. II little Irap. II 15. P.N3 (to 
keep the PO$100n closed). poNS! wins 
ma ter ial: c .g., 16. N·Q$, NxN+; 17. 
QxN. N-N6; or If 16. SxN, Bx8 + 1; 17. 
Nx8, PxQN!; 18. QxP. P"N; wins a ple.:e. 

1$. ........ p" P 
16. 8x N PxB 
17. N·Q5 

Whltc nppa"entl)' hM solved his 
trouhlllS. Ile hu forced Bb.:k to occupy 
the hole on Q~ "'lIh a Pawn. He bas 
3 8tronj: ontpo. t wi th hIs Knight on Q5 
hImself. Last. the threat of Q-N4. will 
win Black', adv~nced Pawn. 

17. ........ P·841 
Now that WhIte bas deSigns on the 
Q.slde, Illpck a ltacks on Ihe opposite 
wing. 

18. QR· Bl 
18. Q·N. is met b), P:d'; 
.IhP, 8xf4), P·Q6! 

19. PxP (not 

18. ... ..... K· Rl 
Illack has declded that White has no 
relll threat. '0 he decideS to consolidate. 
Besides, he has no gOOd square On 
which 10 develop his Q·Blsbop. U 18. 
_ ......• B.K3; 19. N·B1 Is hard to meet. 

19. Q·N4 
White r iseS to the ba it by lIolng arte r 
a poisoned P."'n. He sbould proba bly 
t r)' to repa ir his K·alde weaknesses wltb 
• move like 19. K·RZ. 

19 . ....... . 

Not 21. N"P?, IbN. :l2. PxB, Q·N3; win. 
nlng a ple~. While apparently now bas 
Ihe betlc r game. In reality, hc Is lost. 

21 . ....... . BxN 
22. P~ B 

Not 22. RxP, Q.K2; 23. PxN, QxN; win_ 
ning a pieee . 

U. ........ P·Q6 

{(k ~ Of So,,,,,",,, \ll}ess 1..1 'l Dmmbu 
P age 5 

J, 1959 

23. N·BI 
This Is the posItion Wbile was looklnll 
forward \ 0. He seems to win a Pawn, 

'"' 23. . ...... . 
24. R· KI 

No better 1$ U. 
NxP. 

24 . .... _.. Q.R2 
This Is the move White over looked 
when he en tered Ihll varlllllon. Sud. 
denly bls position erumblu. 

25. k ·RI NxP 
26. B·K4 Q·B7 
27. R-QI Q.N6 
28. Q·Q2 NxP 
WHITE RE S IGNS 

:Journamenf cfJfe 
Tournament organln,.. wl.hln, alto 

no"ncements of the ir forth coming 
USCF rated eyenls to 'PPflI r In Ihll 
~Iumn Ihould mIke .ppllullon al 
Ie,," leVen weeki In adv. nce. on 
specl~1 forms wblch m. v be oblaln, d 
'rom USCF BUllna" Manllger , 
Fr.nk 8rady, 110 Ent lllh II., Naw 
York 3, N. Y. or from IIdllo. CHI.' 
LIFE, Gova. HOUle, Pa rry, Main, . 

D,amba 18·20 
3rd West Florida Open 

wm be held at the YMCA. 601 Twln:s 
Street, Tampa. Florida. Six round Swiss, 
open to a ll , ",lth • time limit of ol5 
mO,'e! In two hOUri. Enlry fee Is $5.00, 
with a speelal entr), fee or $3.00 l or 
students. Pri les Includo trophies for 
Orst and second. books for fi rst to 
eigh th ; leam prize of $10. Address en· 
In"s and Inqulrlca to Joe l Challroux, 
:HI:! Tamba), Ave., Tampa 11, Florida. 

Du~mb~, 18, 19, 2(1 
INOEPENOENT C.C. CHRISTMAS 

OPEN 
At dub premises, 102 N. Maple Ave., 

E. Orange, N.J. O~n to all, who a~ 
or who become tJSCF membe ... Ent ry 
fee $5.00. Ten 2unranteed trophies, 
plus free membership In club with 
~ach trophy: awarded 10: 1st 4 
lst, 2nd A; 1st, 2nd rated under 
1st unrated; 1st novice. 50 movel 
hou rs. Entrie~ close 7:30 pm, 
Dec. 18. Mall ad"ance entrlel or 
quirks to club at addreu a bove. 

Ja il . J(I & JI , 196(1 
3rd Annual Glass City Ope n 

WlII be held at the YMCA, 1110 Jet. 
fesro n Street. 'toledo, Ohio. ~ round 
Swiss. open to all , with a time limit of 
50 moves in 2 houri. Entry foa i. 
$$.00. $100 first priZ<l. Pnzes al,o for 
2nd and 3rd plaees: Class A, 8 snd 
Junior. There wlll be II .eplrate Junlor 
Tourney provldin2 8 or more JunlOrl 
enter. Address enlrles and inQ.ulries 
to Earl T. Mowery, 1426 Vermont St., 
Toledo, Ohio. 

S 
The R a lin g $ Supple m e nt, 

promised for this issue, mayor 
may not be in this issue. At the 
time this is being writte n the 
firs t eight pa ges of a regular 
Issue heve been comple tely 
filled , and the m.terier from 
the Rating Sta ti s ticl lln hIlS lus t 
been received. In li n IIttempt 
to g ive you th e n e w ratings, 
we Clre a sking ou. printers to 
make up an extrill four pllges, 
a nd to mail out a bonus 12' PlIg' 
issue containing the- n e wly.ar. 
rived material. This, illS s tllted 
above, mayor mlly not be POi­
sible. If the t echniclIl print ing 
difficulties can be oVe rcome, on 
s hort notice , without IIny proof­
reading on the part of your 
e ditor, you will find the rlltings 
on pages 9-10-11· a nd 12 of this 
issue. If you receive only Ihe 
regular a -pa ge issue, you mlly 
have the satisfadi o n of kno w_ 
ing that the Rlltings Supple_ 
ment will appe ill r 11$ a p litt of 
our De ce mbe r 20 CHESS LIFE. 

I 
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GAMES BY USCF MEMBERS 
Annotated by Chess Masl er ,fOHN IF. COLLINS 

USCF MEMBERS: Sub",i( ),our lH.t g.rmu /0' t/'" Jcp'''lm~nf to JOHN W. 
COI.I. INS, $, .. .,..u.", T"w,., jz J E." 14,1, 5,., N u ' y" •• 9, N. Y. Sp.zh lHillll 
t'miru. /.f r. CoIli ,i, .. ill ,,1«1 IIu: most ;,,, .. ~(Ii,,g ,mJ ;IIJ(ruu' >,' / '" P .. b/iC4Iion. 
U n/ilJ om~,,.,ist ,,",«1 " Dttl /0 g.mts .. , t by Mr. Colli" , . 

1(. O. Ol ( 
K. O. Mott-8mlth, lawyer and 

one-lime Harvard chess star, was 
compelled by mness to give up 
the game for twelve years in the 
Forties and Fifties. Due to physical 
strain, an attempted comeback in 
1958 fai led and his national rating 
SUrfel"cd badly. It is heartening to 
report that a second try has been 
quite successful and now he is 
playing Board 1 for his team and is 
regularly beating masters and ex· 
perts alike! 

ChiclIgo Chess Leitgue, 1959 
Play·Off Match 

KING'S INDIAN DEFENSE ­
Meo 9: p. 218, c. 64, (h:F) 

R_ KIRBY K. O. MOTT·SMITH 
(U. of Chicago) (Evanston) 

White Black 
1. ,..Q4 " ·K N3 

Tbl$ 1$ t he Robatach Defense. Quite 
modern. 

2. " ·K4 8 .N2 
3. " ·K84 P.o3 
4. B.K3 ....... . 

A troublt'.ome wuken ln8 or the queen· 
side resu lt s from the de\'elopment or 
the Bllhop. Correcl Is ~ . N·KB3. 

4. ........ ,..QB4 
5. " ·83 

The openln, 15 not reco8nluble, but 
somewhat resembles the Jo'our Pawns 
Attack In the Kln8 's Ind ian. 

5. ........ P.,. 
6. " xP Q.N3 
7. N·Q8 31 N.Q83 

Not 7 ..... .. .. , QxNP?? 8. N·N~. N.QB3 (8. 
........ , Q·N5ch: 9. B·Qt, Q·N7; IG. B·B3 
wins) 9. It·NI, QxRP: IG. R·RI, Q.N7; 11. 
RxN, pxR: 12. N-B? ch and Wblte wins. 

I. N·8 3 8 ·NS 
f . B·NS P·QR3 
10. N.QS ..... ..• 

10. B·R4 would now be answered by 
QxNP. 
10. •....... Q-Ql 
11 . 8 ·R4 8x N 
n . ,. ... 8 P..QN4 
13. R-Q81 R·81 

14. 8·N3 
IS . N·8 3 
l4. N·K2 

P.K3 
Q.N3 
........ 

White must blame h is compromised 
poslUon-wuk QP Ind dou bled BPs-on 
h is 3rd, 4th , and ~th moves. 

I'. ___ K N·K2 
17. Q..Q2 P-Q4 

While threatened Ie. p ·QS. 
18. R·KNI ___ .. 

SHklng an attack on the KN.rt\e Is 
understandable, but not w!.le. As It 
I.!I the control of the QD-We which Is 
basic, White ou,hl to play 18. K.82 or 
18. 0 ·0. 
1 8. . ..•. ... 
If. P· KR4 
20. P· RS 
21 . p xN 
This \$ 11 
K·Bt. 

0.0 
N.R41 
N .. 

RxR eh 
wll,led 

22. Qx R 
23. Q-Q2 
24. RP x " 
25. N·Nl 

move. Better 

25. ........ N·8 3 
26. N·K2 N·NS 

Threatening U . ........ , It-B7. 
27. N.B3 Q·83 

R·81 
P·R4 

RPx " 
........ 

Is 2S. 

Black elIn wIn a Pawn with 27. . ....... , 
BxP; 2:8. BxB, Qx8 ; 29. QxQ, N·B7 ch; 
30. K.S2, NKQ. 

21. P' 8 5 K"." 
29. Px 8P R·KI 

Thl"(!ll,mlng 30 ......... , BxP. 
30. K ·81 " .RS 
31. 8·R6 •.•... :. 

Better Is 31. NPxP, QNPxJ">: 32. PXP. 
31. •.••.... PxN" 33. 8 ... 8 Kx8 
32. ~xP px" 34. R·Rl Q·B31 

S,:lurJ<q , Page 6 
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Black eomblnes defense and oUense. 
35. Q·R6 ch K· 81 
J6. Q.R1 ch K·K3 
31. K_Nl? •....... 

Now Whlte Is $OOn 1051. There are 
drawIng ehanee, " 'Ith 37. Q.R3 Ch, Q·84; 
38. QxQ eh . K ... Q : 39. NxNP. 

31 . ..... _. Q·N4 ch 
38. K ·R3 N .Q6 

Threll ten lng mi te In ''''0 with 39 .... _ ...• 
N·B5 eh ~nd 40 . ........ , Q·N7. 

". N.K2 N ·B7 ch 
40. K-R2 Nx R 
4 .. Q·Q87 ....... . 

If 41 . KxN. R.QRI decides. 
41 • .. _.... R· Rl eh 
Resigns 

• 

AGGRESSI VE 
Aggressive play by the tour na­

ment winner. 
Greater Chicago City 
Championship, 1959 

QGD: TARRASCH DEFENSE 
Meo 9: p. 191, t. 7J 

White Black 
AI Sandri n P. Tautvaisa5 

1. ,..Q84 P· K3 ' 
2 . N.QS3 P·Q4 
3. "-Q4 P-QS4 

Black , .. ' Itches Into the Tarnseh. Keres 
used It In the Candldates. 

4. N.8 3 N·Q83 
5. 8P ... ,. K,. ... P 
6. " .KN3 P· BS 

Thl~ Is the S ... edl~h Variation. If 6. 
._~ .. , 1'1-83; 7. 8oN2, D-K2; I. 0-0. 0 ·0: 
9. PXP. (or 9. B·lO) p.Q$; 10. N.QR4, 
8 _B4; II. P.QN4 ! with a $111M Idvantlille 
for While. 

1. S · N2 
8. 0 ·0 

8.QNS 
KN·K2 

f . N·KS! ....... . 
Keres recommends 9. P·K4. 

f . ........ 0·0 
10. " ·K4? .... ... . 

Correc~ Is tG. N ... N, PxN; II. N_R4. 
10. ........ Px" 13. N.P B·N S 
n. N x N NxN! 14. P-83 Q.Nlch 
12. P-QS N· K4 IS. K·Rl S·KR4 
ThIs Involves the sacrlflu of the KBP. 

I'. " ' N4? 
Whlt~ Is too impell'OUs. He ought to 
develop with 16. Q·K2, 17. B.K3, and lB. 
QIl.QI, wllhholdlng the advanee of the 
SP Dnd KI\'P until a mOr(! appropriate 
time. 

16. ........ " ·B41 
1"hls meets all the requirements of 
the pO$l lIon lind provides blllCk with 
11 lasting Initiative. 

11. ,. ... ,. 
If 17. Pxll, PxN: la. PxP, RxReh: 19. 
QxR, R·Ka l ; 20. Q·K2, R·B7 lI-nd Btack 
has II. wInning aUlI-c k. 
11. ........ QR-Ql 1'. P-QRl 
l a. B·NS R..Q2 10. Q.R4 ...... .. 
Safer Is ZOo NltB, QxN; 21. Q.B2. 

20. ~__ RxQP! 
IUlIC k phon,« headlong Into he""-y 
eomplleatlona. 

21 . P·B4 N·NS 
22. "·86 

II 22. N-IJ6eh, NxN; 23. BxN, RKP; 14. 
ll-K5, B.K7; 25. KR.KI , B-Q6 and Black 
",Ina. Or If 22. QxBP, N·KII; 2.3. N·B6ch, 
PxN: 24. BleReh, NxB; 2li. QxNch, 
8 ·1\2; 26. Q·N1, Px8: 27. Qx Peh, K·R I 
and alac k's ranll Y BIShops ",In. 

22 . ........ N·K6! 

Threa tenln, to win the Queen with 
23 .•....•.. , B.KI. 

U. fOx ft K ... P 
24. N.B6 R ... N 
25. K B ... R 

Or 25. UxRch, KxB; U. BxR, NxB; 
27. QxBP, N·K6; 21. Q·K4 , QxP: 29. 
QR.NI, Q·Qs; 30. QxQ. 8 ... Q; 31. R·82, 
B·Q:<13 (threatenln" 32 ......•..• B.K I and 
~3. ........ . a .B3ch) a nd BI3Ck wi ns. 

15. ........ N x B 
U . Q·Q7ch ....... . 

Again, aner 2:8. BxReh, NllB the BllIcl< 
llIshopa win. So, WhIte tries to " fish 
In troubled w.h.u ." 
26. ....•.•. 8 .B2 28. RllIl R·N3 
27. R·KNI B ... R 2'1. P·8 5 R.BI 
Not 29 . ........ , R·Q3!1 3G. P.SSeh!!, NxP 
(best ): 31. BleNch, K~B: 32. ft..Bleh , 
~nd Whi te hns eounter·ehances. 

30. Rx Rc h K·8 3 
31. P· t<R 4 N·BS 
32. R.N4 

And tho tnd i. ludden. But the game 
Is l o~ t anyway, e.,., 32. Q·Q2, B.Q4ch; 
33. K.R2, N.QO; 34. Q·B~ch, N·K4---
wllh the w!nn!n, threat 25 . .... ... . , Q. 
B7ell . 

32. . ..... _ 
33. I( ·R2 
34. R· N2 

B-Q4ch 
Q.B7eh 

Qx R mil . 

PERSONA L SERVICE 
T~ EJila, 01 lhi. Dt".,lmtnl , • 

lormrr Nt. Yark SI"' t C&'m pion, 
."J Ca·Rrn.rr of "MoJ. ,n eM., 
Optning.," 9th EJi(U)n , . ill pi"" yaw 

• cerruponJtnu I.m~ .. nJ , ;"~ niti· 
c .. 1 rammtntl an "'t'1 m""t far .. 
SH Itt. 

- -
AS OTHERS SEE US-

(Continued from page 4) 

date) is another indication of the 
revolution. Keres has always pre­
ferred the wide open assault to 
the cautious "closed·games" of his 
own day. And Fischer, ironically, 
is pl'obably the single factor (he 
leads Keres 2·1 at th is date) that 
deprived Keres of what may be 
his last chance to challenge for 
the world championship. Tal and 
Keres have dominated ' play at the 
Challengers Tournament, and this, 
to my mind, demonstrates that 
the old order is passing away. 
Fischer's success in the United 

Slales points the way lor us, and 
now I hope that Bobby will take 
a two year vacation from the game 
for his own benefit (and his rivals 
will benefit too!). Petrosian. Smys­
lov, Gligoric. Botvinnik, and Re­
shevsky are the last of the old 
school. Keres, the fossil of a dis­
tant past, Tal. the herald of the 
new era, and Fischel', the imma· 
ture-not premature 1 hope-ex· 
pression of the wave of the future: 
This is the significance of what 
is happening in Yugoslavia now. 

My hope is that CHESS LIFE'S 
panel of columnists (especially 
Larry Evans) and reporters will 
br ing the revolution to the Ameri· 
c~m "wood·pusher". Not only am 
I a wood pusher, and therefore 
selfishly want to learn more, but 
we wood pushers are "grass·roots" 
too. After your comprehensive 
coverage of that epochal tourna· 
ment. we can receive an intro· 
duction into the Russian chess 
literature that is unavailable to 
those of us who do not know 
Russian or do not have access to 
Russian chcss journals. More arti · 
cles like the one that prompted 
this letter are needed to counter· 
balance the heavy dosage of analy­
sis. Only Evans seems to impreg­
nate " idea" into his analysis-to 
paraphrase Kirby's quol:l. lion of 
Bronstein's ' paraphrase of F isch­
er's quotation about Reshevsky. 
Verbalized " ideas" of chess strat­
egy :l.re needed for those of liS 
who cannot spend every afternoon 
following out every variation of 
every variation , 

Revolution or no, chess has be· 
come a more exciting, and there' 
fore a more appealing. game now 
that Tal and Fischer have put 
the "kill" back into respectability. 
By simply playing over Tal's 
games, my own style has acquired 
a "bite" that it did not have 
before. His games recall my first 
thrilled appreciation of great 
chess: not Alekhine's 100, but 
Botvinnik's twin slaughters over 
Denker r ight after World War U . 
AIekhine was in the book ( I came 
to appreciate him later), but Bot­
vinnik was flesh and blood, and 
those two 20·plus move games 
were masterpieces for me. Tal's 
savagery-and Fischer's American 
version-may quite possibly give 
chess the populari ty it dscrves, 
because people have to be moved 
emotionally before they move in· 
tellectually. Maybe the Russians 
have sown the seeds of destruc· 
tion for their supremacy by mak­
ing the games more exciting. For 
when the Americans take up chess 
en masse, Tal's own throne will 
tremble. May CHESS LIFE pro­
vide the impetus!" 



" MATE THE SUBTLE WAY" VOTE RESULTS 
TOTAL VOT ES CAST- 90 

1. Once a month_ 9 
2. Discont inue--20 
3. To remain "as js"---61 

Votes from a representative cross-see1ion of USeF members, as 
well as comments from non-member subscribers to CHESS UFE, have 
made it clear that Ihe column should be continued "as is" just as long 
as Mr. Gabor can continue to devote to it the tremendous amount of 
lime, work, correspondence, and technical ability which have com· 
bined to make it an outstanding featUre of the paper. 

• 
Some of the comments which accompanied the votes arc 

below: 
presented 

"Contrary to the suggestlon In the Problem Column. September 20, her e Is 
:It least o ne member of the USC!" who Is ,'ery much Interested In the regular 
appearance of Ihe column. To me It Is the be ~1 part of "Chess Llfe". I have 
neither the time nor the talent for to"rn~menls; I an. lon~ pasl ImprovIng my 
game 10 any extent bUI I feel I musl s upport chess th rough membcr~hjp In Ihe 
I'"edcrallon . In relurn I ask for one re ~lure In the paper that will appeal to me. 
thoug h 1 may be In a vel'Y small mInority. 

I lea rned eh ... s. througb problems. I knew the Game through solvIng problen •• 
In new .. p~pers. befo re I had ever played a real game. I lellrned analysIs and the 
powers of the plCl~es from solvIng the compo~ed positlons and I learned also to 
apprecIate Ihe beauty Bnd complexity of the game. When the lime came for 
actual contests. I was already a faIr plu)'er so lcly from my .olvlng erforts. But 
soh'l n g IS In Itself sufnclent re .... a r d and my love for tbe problem art has lasted 
all my nrc. 

Last wce k I re·dis<,ov<'red a n old I.roblcm by Arthur Ford Mac Kende. He 
has been dead for more than f!rty years bUI as I soh'ed, I IIdmlred and marvelled 
at Ihe beauh he had wrought. When a man. through II creative effort . ean give 
pleasure 10 later gene r ations. he aehlcves ~ mInor Immortality. whether his field 
be po~t,.y, palnllnl(. music or chess problems. Such creath'e spirit deserves en­
cour~g~menl . not banl~hment fTllm the pages!' 

"To ellmlnale cheu problems from Chess Life would be very much disap. 
polntment 10 me. I've played over the board and by correspondence in tourna· 
ments for many yean, bu t I also loved chess p roblems, endgames. and various 
p osttlons t o solve and, no w Ihat I quIt playing. depriving me of these thIngs wlU 
be lou~h on me. 

I fect conftdent tha t the amount of space gIven 10 prohlcms In Chess Life 
Is not too much for the numb"r of l.roblem 10"cr5 who subscribe." 

"I suggest thai "Male the Subtle Wa y" be dlsc(>nlinued entlrely. Suggcst mOre 
un-anno latcd games:" 

" A s far as I am concHned the discontinuance of thIs column Is a long needed 
improvement In Chess Life ." 

" To eonUnue as ls--Bu t J prefer tha solutions 10 be printed In the Same Issue 
as the p r oblem!' 

" I am II player, not a problemist. But a chess publica tion without a regular 
seetlon would be a dIscredit to the USCr'. It is very helpful ! t !" 

"I am a pald·up memher of the USCI'" and wou ld like to sUllges t a fourth 
altcrnatlve. concerning eontlnuance of "Mate Ihe Suhlle Way." Wh y don't we h",'e 
the cotumn once a monlh, but as a full.pa ge fealure? Then Ihere nught he room. 
should Mr. Gabor be willl ng. to run articles which would encourage and attract 
beginnIng Mlvl'TS. I don·t thInk problenl5 should be dlscontlnued for lack of 
Interest. but "ather be m~de Inte restlng." 

"WhIt<: I appreciate anybody's effo rl s to promote any phase or chess. problems 
show me HIUe, wherefore I beile>'e Ihi s column may be discontinued entirely:' 

"Male Ihe Subtle Way in Gabors sectIon Is all I use in Chess LIfe." 

"I am a USCF' member solely bec~use of this column excellently co nducted 
by ~lr. Gabor. Am also a "ellular "Iadderlte" for slit or seven years." 

" P leDse e xert ~'our Influence to save "Male the Subtle Way". We musI appeal 
to all chess p layers. The number of people interested in problems IS no doub t 
much Jess than t hose In t erested In actual playIn g competition bu t nevertheless 
t he enjoyn.en t received Is the ssme! Do we want It said that the USCF Official 
newspaper Is g Oing to remove t be " apt" from cbes.sJ Incidentally Gabor does an 
excellent job!" 

"it Is ImpossIble for me to conceive of anyone being so narrow min ded 
/is t o SHggcH any change In ~[r. Gabor'~ fi ne column. It shows not only an 
InternaUonal Fla" or In contributors. bUI IIlso has he lped me enllst several new 
members 10 Ihe USC I'" . I am arrald that if Ihts column is dropped I wI!! have to 
dIscontinue my membership and also urge many others to do likewise ." 

" I have become Increasingl)' Irrlta ted with the poUcles of Chess LIfe since 
t he accession of Mr . Wren 10 the editorship. [f the probl .. m column Is dropped Or 
curlatled. It m a y be the last straw. I should like to see more space given t o 
prublems. and to see the USCF encourage them In o ther ways as welL" 

"Am surprised that anyone (unless It be Mr . Gabor) would suggest droppIng 
this colunm. It must be quite a chore and I could understand that. A ny way 
t he vote goes, lIlay I congra tUlate hIm on conducting t he column with m uch 
merit. getting responses from all over the world. Mr. Gabor's conducting of the 
column has been magnIficent a nd we cannot afford to let It drop." 

" May I vo te strongl~' against changIng your edItorIa l polley regarding 
problems. I fully expect t bat )'ou will fInd that relatively few subSCribers want 
them, yet for those thai do. I feci you should mah.taln the col u m n. for Chess 
LIfe ought to sa tiSfy aU chess tastes. I am already embarrassed about t he few 
publications In Ihe U.S. offering problems. We need hard ly to suUer more 
embllrrassment. especlally after the succeSSful Gamage Memorial Tourncy recen Uy 
concluded." 

"In my co nsidered opinion, It would be a tragle mistake to reduce the 
sIze or frequency of the "Mate the Subtle Way!" fe a lure of Chess LIfe. lienee. 
[ enclo.e here .... ·lth my vOle in favor of rctentlon of this splendId featu r e "as Is", 
twlee a mo n th. I carry full membership In the USCF although I am Interested 
p rin cipally In the Chess problem feature. lJecause of a genuIne desire to hel p to 
support organl~ed chess to the full exlenl of my ablllty; but If the fre q uency o f 
Mr. Gabo r 's exeellent column Is curtailed cr hIs space dImi n ished d r astically. I 
shall rene'" my subserlptlon to CheSJi Life only, dropping USC F memben;hlp. II the 
problem fea t ure is suspended enllre ly, I s hall ha"e no {urlher interest In the 
USCF or Chess Life!' 
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BOOST AMERICAN CHESS 
~ ol n the USCF t Is Is . Iways a sound 

op.n lnll m ove. j 

I by Nichol& Gabor 

Problem No. 1041 
By L. C. Willemsens 

Utrech t, HoUand 
OT;gi",,/ fOT Ch.n Lif~ 

Problem No. 1043 
By J. L. Beole 

Melbourne, Aust r alia 
Oris i .. ,,, fUT Chas Life 

Problem No. 1042 
By Laszlo Bata 

Fonvod, Hungary 
OT;gi,,~/ f01 Chen Lifo 

"-

Problem No. 1044 
By Witold Michalak 

Szczccin, Poland 
O,igi"<1/ jo, Chm Lif. 

~ 

Solutions to " /J1ate the Subtle Way." 
No. 1029 Be tel ' : try I . N.BS with threa t 2. Q.K5 defe ated by I. ........• n .K3. 

Solution I. N·NS wIt h same th reat . F ive var Iations. No. 1030 Spleg , l: trIes: I . 
QxB, (K2)_R.N3? I. N·N4. P..Q8 knt!? l. Nx Q, Bx R? 1. N-Ra, B.B3? Key 1. N.Q3 
threat 2. N·B4. No. 1031 Petkow: key I. N·Q5 wi th S t h r eats. neck mechanism. 
Multiple t hreats red uced to a sin g le mating mOve a fter eve ry pOSSible b lack 
move. No. 1032 $zwed o wsk l: In tention I. R.BS gtvlng t he B IK 2: fl igh t s with 
discovered checks and th r eatening 2. R·B4 and 3. R·Q4 or B-K4 mate. It I •..... ...• 
KI K4ch! 2. R·B7ch! ·K..Q4 a nd 3. RxP mate . It 1 ...... ... , Q·Q5ch ! 2. R·K6ch! .K.Q4 
and 3. B·K4 mate. If l. ... .... . , R·n. 2. R·Q6ch!·PxR and 3. N· QB7 male . The f Ine 
Ide,,!- is ruined b y the cook ; 1. PXP wi th the t hreat 2. R· QBG and 3. R·BS mate . 
agatnst which Ihere Is no def e nse. 

"In regard 10 )'o ur recent r equest for ~ugge~Uons re chess p roblems. I 
would like to add to my Signed statement enclosed my urge n t request tha t you 
not only continue a ll chess problem COlUmns, but add to same eonleslS In 
composition such as we see In foreIgn puhllcatlons. My only reason for belo nging 
to USCF Is my In tcrcst In the fleld o f ch ess p r oblems. I have little or none in 
the Gllme of c hess IIse lf." 

",\s suggested In Chess Life-to write concerning problem sectio n. I would 
like to s tate th~1 It is the best feature of t he paper. Inst ead of t hInking of doin g 
a.,."y "'Hh II. It should be enlarged. I certaInty have subscrbed t o the paper 
because of thIs section. so coun t my vote to contlnue it." 

"Please add my vote to those wh o want " Mate t he Su btle Way" continued 
"as is" twice a month. I reatl~e tha t thIs Is the members' pape r and t hat, 
while the problem column occu pies onll' 1/ 16th of Ihe space somew ha t leu t han 
that f r action of members may vote to have It eontlnued. Nevertheless. Mr. Ga bor 
has published many d e lightful problema and Ihe column has given me. a n d 
probably many othe r s. much enjoymcn t." 

" I k now t hat many cbess players are not Inte reste d in problems (to some 
extent. I am act uall)' one o f that many), bu t I a lso kno w tha t there arc ma n y 
olhers whose pl'hnary Inlnesl Is problems ralhc r than practlcal play Or composed 
endings (n.y o"'n favorlte t. In my opinion you have fa r and away the best I"oblem 
column published In the USA. perbaps even the best prob le m column p u blished 
In English anywhere. and I suspect we must h ave SOme USCF members whose 
n1aln reaSOn for belon ging t o the organization Is 10 receive this col umn. I eertaln ly 
bope Ihal the followers of the column tnke t he trouble 10 cast vote8 and Iha t 
Ihere Is no change In t he fr equency o f IlS publication: ' 
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Du~",b..· . ' MERRY CHRISTMAS BARGAINS FOR USCF MEMBERS 

• 

"·.7 S 5 ." ., ,. ,., . , ,> 
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NEW 
CHESS CLOCK 
ONLY 

$13.75 
INCLUDING 
FEDERAL TAX 

FOR DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF TH IS 

______ ~::~=-____ ~~~=,~~ ___ . __________________ ____ " ~· Xl~BAJIc~.~A~.~G:A:·~IN~S1E~E~C;H~E;S;S~L~';F~E~.~N;O~V~. ~2;O~. ~";S~'~. :;; 
I BOOK BARGAIN 

, 
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• 
, 
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This beautiful set , m ,de of line BrIlIU." h udwood , has I dlslln,tlv. yott 
distingu ishab le dulgn. A Ilrg' U I, with King height of ' '', the p llclS UI 
perfectly tu rned and balanced , red ·felle d I nd unwelghled. Each H ' comes 
p.cked In .. va rn ished s liding' lop wooden box. 

A vlry h ig 'H,U,IiI., m l lchlng bolrd with Inlaid SqUlrlS, .'l<> from Soulh 
Amer ica, makes In .xcelllni combination when used wllh 'h, Ie ' , Fumed 
with .. solid W alnut border, th is bOlrd hn • smOOlh fl ... ish lind sh.pld .dgu. 
Squir. sl l. Is 2" .nd OVlrlU dlm .... slo ... s .re 20" by 2 ~". 

CAN BE PURCHASED SEPARATELY 
Sel : 11.00 Ius 

10% to USCF m. mbe .. 
$7.20 

Bo •• d: $12.0~ len 
10% 10 USCF mlmbe" 

$10.80 
(Ellhl r or bolh shipped dlrecl from our dlstrlbulor In New Jersey. by 

.. press. shipping ch .. gu coU.ct .) 

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS OFFER! 
Specia l price good on ly on orden postmarked 

before December 25, 1959 

Windsor Castle Chessmen 
S"Ud pllstlc. Aulhenllc 51I u ... I"n dulgn. Ki ... g he ight , boul 4". Felt ' 
cemented perm ..... nlly with plut lc glue. Lo. ded Ull hllve big 'lid w.lghts 
moulded Inlo bll llS. Unlo.ded se" much he.vler 11'1 . ... "weighted" cheumen 
mlde with plastic sh.lls. Us.d . t ludlng e".r bl. 

(See r.gullr lid, pig. '. Sepl.mber 20 Issu. CHESS LIFE ) 
No. 21 111I. ek li nd Ivory) or NO. 2' IRed .nd Ivory) Felted but unlOldecl. 

R. gul .. USCF price $~O.50. 

MERRY CHR ISTMAS PRICE, POSTPAID, IN PLAIN CAR D· 
BOARD BOX, $8.00. 

No. 21 tSlllck ,nd Ivory) Or No. 22 IRed .nd Ivory) F.U.d ,nd hllvlly 
looded. Regu ll ' USCF prj" $16.n. 
MERRY CHRISTMAS PRICE, IN PLAIN CAR DBOARD BOX, 
POSTPAID, $13.00. 

SOO Muter Games of Chess 
hy Tartakowcr and DUmont 

(Two volume set) 
Book 1: Ope n Gamu, 311 P'91S. 

$~.tl 

BOOk 2: Semi·Open a nd Closed 
G.mes, 665 P"lIeJ, S'.U 

SPECI AL TWO VOLUM E SET 
BARGAIN TO USCF MEMB ERS 

$10.43 

The f illi nt marking on the 
p:'oto a t t he left were to t,1I 
you that t he comb ination of im· 
ported wood en set and inlaid 
bo.ud il a guaranteed ba rg,i n 
to t he USCF m l!mber, whether 
he il player , collector, or deco­
rlltor, It $18.00. 

It is probably unnecenery to 
te ll you that a ny of the ite ml 
advertised on this p.ge m,y be 
obtain ed from the Busi nen 
Manager. USCF, 80 EIIS t 11th 
St .• New York 3, N.Y. Every . t· 
t empt wi ll be mllde to lIet your 
order fill ed ,nd in your h . nds 
before Christmas, but to m.ke 
sure get your order off tod.y. 
Most of the book b"gains ad · 
vertised in recent inues of 
CHESS LIFE a re s till in s tock 
in limited quantities: Ev.ns' 
TROPHY CHESS, $1.50: THE 
SOVIET SCHOOL OF CHESS, 
$3.50; A lekhine's MY BEST 
GAMES OF CHESS 1924·1937, 
$3.83; 1959 GREATER NEW 
YORK OPEN, 52.00. Send in 
t h ,t order for whatever book' 
or equ ipment you want- if w, 
d on 't hAve it in stock, we' ll get 
it fo r youl 

The 
1000 

Short 
of CHESS 

-

Official USCF 

Emblem 

Be proud of your nl tlon,l ehe .. 
orginililloni Weir Ihls Illreclive 
' Ipel bulton Ind show everyone 
you're , USCF m. mber Ind I chus· 
pllyer. 

Gold pill ted with enlmeled b'lek 
.nd white mlnllture ehll' bOll.d. 

Letters ,nd crown In gold. Screws 
In to buttonhole I nd r.m, lns th .... 
AVlllllble only to USCF momben. 
Pr ice Ine ' ud .. F. derlll e>:cl .. t.>: of 
10%. 

Only 

$2.20 

By hving Cherne'l' 

Fa$! a nd fa sci nating I 

Here is a treasury of qu iek 
wins. speedy punishments. 
and s udde n annihilat ions _ 

the one· round knockouts of 
the chessboard. 

570 I>P. 207 d iagrams 

C·.30: $/).00 l..e~s 
15 ~ ; to members. $4.25 

I 



USCF NATIONAL RATING LIST 
SUPPLEMENT NO. I 

by 
FRANK R. BRADY 

USCF Rl t ing Stat i$t ician 

This list is the fi rst attempt by USCF to publish up-to-date rating 
averages on a month·la-month basis. As you will notice in the list of 
events that were rated, we arc still far behind being caught up to the 
point whereby we ca n publish a monthly list that is a truly pertinent 
and up-to-da te lis t, wi th players being able 10 see their new ralings onc 
month alter they actually play in a rated tournament. Th is is an ideal 
which USCF is striving for but there arc many barriers 10 be crossed 
before an up-to·dale month ly list becomes an actuality. Though I )lad 
worked on one previous lis t with my predecessor, Kenneth Hark ness, 
I had no idea of the enormous amount of rompulalion and clerica l work 
invoh'ed , until I alone had the responsibili ty of meeting a deadtine, as 
I did with the current list. As a brief sampl!! of wha t is entailed in the 
computations, I would li ke to present a breakdown of the amount ~f 
time that went into the rating of one particular event , namely the DIS· 
trict of Columbia Team Matches, with 262 players competing: 

Locating cards of previous ly rated players and making out 
new cards for unr ated players: 5 hours. 

Recording ratings on tou m ament report form and aver· 
agi ng per(orma nce ratings of those players who com peted in 
other cvents in this list: 2 hours. 

The actual computation for eaeh player: 12 hours. 
The recording of the performa nce rating onto the cards 

and refiling into master me: 2 hOUrs . 
Total time: 21 hours . 

As you can easily see, even ~hough this one particular event is an 
extreme example, the publishing of a rating lis t can easily assume night. 
mare prOI)(}l'tions, especially when one must spend no less than one balf 
of an entire work·week in fi nalizi ng just one event There is no ques· 
tion that if USCF members feel that the publishing of a list every 
month (or even every two or three months) is a necessary and desir· 
able objective, as I do. then some radical improvisations and changes 
may be in order. For instance, it may be necessary to raise the rat ing 
fees or to charge a blanket ra ti ng fee of $1.00 per year for every USCF 
member, in the fu tu re, so tha t competent clerical assistance may be 
hired to work on the lis ts. But this may not be ncccssary if with the 
cooperation of tournament orga nizers and d irectors, we arc able \0 
"catch up" with the ever·growing backlog of tournaments that pour in 
from all parts or the counlry conti nuously. Organizers and directors 
could render invaluable assisla nce by simply (and strictly) fo llowi ng the 
foll owing procedures: 

l. Before any con tes tant Is entered in any tournament, make cer· 
tain that he Is In fact. a pa id· up USCF member in good standing. 
There is only one way to do th is and that is to check the exp ira· 
lion da le o( each membership card, Tourname nts that have 
players that nrc not USCr' members mus t be returned and this 
may very well hold up the rat ing of a particular toul'llumen t 
{or months. 

2. Repor t the results of evcI'y tournament as soon as po~sible, nevcr 
wait longer than two or three days. 

3. Submit all results on tile Official USCF Tournament Report Form 
(which the USCF will be glad to supply. frC'c of charge. together 
with mimeogra phed inst ruction sheet on how to repor t tile vari· 
ous types of tournamen' ~ "nd matches) and print all names and 
addresses of players, le~i' " '. 

4. Make sure that your repo 'l i accompanied by the correct rating 
{ces (10 cents per ga me aelually played) and membership dues 
{or every player that joins the USCF a t the lime of the toul'Oa· 
men \. NOTE : When a player joins the USCF in order to play in 
a tournament, he expects to be receh 'ing CHESS LIFE within a 
reasonable amount of time-organizers should immediately for· 
ward membership dues collected from new members. 

SOME INTERE STING FACTS ABOUT THE CURRENT SUPPLEMENT 
This Iisl contains the names of 4 Senior Maslcrs. 32 Masters. 152 

Experts and 762 Class A. B and C Players. Well over 1200 players were 
rated in this lis t. but almost 300 non·me mbers (mos tly (rom 'learn match· 
es) were weeded out before publication. Three players who have neve r 
appeared on the Master list bclore have graduated into ';The Magic 
Cirelc," namely "Kit" Crittenden oC Raleigh, N. C.: Larry Gilden 01 
Tacoma Park, Md. and George Meye r of Washington, D. C. Many of the 
Masters and Senior Mas tcrs listed , s till re tain their exact ratings . s ince 
t hey competed in tou rnaments that were not ratable for Masters (more 
than one rou nd per day played). 
NEXT RATING SUPPLEMENT IN JANUARY 

Another supplement will be published in CHESS LIFE in January, 
1960, wh ich will include such tournaments as the U.s. Open, U.s. Junior, 
U.S. Seeded and many Sta te and Regional events conducted over Labor 
Day weekend. An attem pt will be made (we're hoping that it is not in 
vain) to rate all tournament s 'that have been reported up unti! Septem­
ber 30th , 1959. As I am writing this, there are 72 tournamen t reports, 
involving the performances of 2.162 players, that have come into this 
office, but have not been rated as yet-all of the reports reaching here 
during the months of August. September an d October. 

The USCF Rating Committee. headed by Prof. Arpad Elo. wi th Dr. 
Erich Marchand and Guthrie McClain as members, will announce shortly 
some basic changes in the computations of the rati ngs tha t will tend 
for greater accuracy for all performances involved. It is our desi re to 

incorporate these changes, as soon as it is possible and practical. Watch 
CHESS LIFE for lull explanation of the revised ra t ing system. 

I would like to thank Mr. Joseph Reinhard t of the Staten Island 
Chess Cl ub Cor the invaluable assistance that he gave me in doing a 
great deal of clerieal and computing work and sybilla I. Iarkness fo r !he 
painstaking job of checking through the completed list and weedmg 
out all non·members-both reduced the entire work involved by many, 
ma ny hours. 

LIST OF EVENTS RATED IN DECEMBER RATING 
SUPPLEMENT 

CALIFORNIA-Central Califo rnia Individual Championship and State 
Qualifying Section, April 18-19, 1959; Expert Candidates Tourna· 
menl Santa Monica Bay Chess Club, May 13 to June 17, 1959; San 
Bern~dino Open, J une 2(}21, 1959; Convair Chess Club Champion· 
ship, San Diego. 

CONNECTICUT- New Haven Open Championship, October 2, 1958 to 
May 13, 1959: Connecticut Championship-play-oU, April 19 to May, 
1959; Connecticut Team Championship, October 25, 1958 to May 25, 
1959 ' Con neeticut·Massachusetts Te am Match , May 24, 1959. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA- D.C. Team Championships, October 17 , 1958 
'10 April 3, 1959: 1959 Distr ict of Columbia Open, Apri l S, to May 
31, 1959; National Ca pitol Open, July 4 to 6, 1959. 

FLORIDA- Florida Shores Invitational, May 15 to May 17, 1959; 1959 
Florida Gold Coast Championship, June 12 to June 14, 1959. 

IDAHO- Ida ho Open Championship, May 30·31, 1959. 
INDIANA- Indiana State Champi onship, May 16-17, 1959. 
ILLINOI S-Chicago City Championship. May 2·1 0, 1959. 
KANSAS- 2nd Mid·Continent Open, May 2-3, 1959. 
MASSACHUSETTS_ 8th Annual Western Massachusetts Championsh ip, 

Apr il 19·26. 1959; Massachusetts·Connecticut Team Match. May 24, 
1959. 

MICHIGAN-1959 Lansing Class A Tournament, 'March 12 to May 21, 
1959 ' 1959 Michigan Amateur Open, May 24·31, 1959. 

MISSISS t'PPt- Mississippi State Team Championship. April 15, 16, 1959; 
Mississippi State Cha mpionshi p, June 5, 6, 7. 1959. 

NEBRASKA- OPEN SPRING, Li ncoln Chess Club, Class A, May 16·17, 
1959. _ 

NEW JERSEY- New J ersey State J unior Championship, June 26·28, 1959; 
Jun ior Fund Rasi ng Tournament, Independent Chess Club, June 13· 
14, 1959. 

NEW ME XICO- Albnquerque Open, May 30·31. 1959. 
NEW YORK-New York State Susquehana Cu p Team Matches, April 

II to 12 1959: 1..o000n Terrace Chess Club Championship. December 
10 to Apri l 22, 1959; Marshall Chess Club Amateur Championship, 
April to May 10, 1959; Lake Ontario Open. May 16-17, 1959: Greater 
New York Open Championship, June 26-27·28, 1959; Staten Island 
Open Championship. July 10-11·12. 1959; Individual Match- Everett 
Rar(ell VS. Charles A. Reinwald, J uly, 1959. , 

NO RTH CAROLlNA- 1959 Carolinas Open Championship, ,rune 26·27·28, 
1959. 

OHIO- 1959 Cincinnati Championship. Februa ry 26 to May 3. 1959: l si 
Midwcsl Amateur Championship. J uly 3·4·5, 1959. . 

PENNS YLVANIA- Cenlral Pennsylvania Open, April 18·1\1. 11)59: TI'I­
Stal e Intercollegiate Chess Championship, \\lay 10·17. 1959: Pitts· 
burgh Gatewav Opcn Championshi p. July 3·5, 1959. 

RHODE ISLAND""':1959 Rhode Island State Championship. Class A & B. 
February 25 to J une 20. 1959. 

TE XAS- Dall as City Cham pionship Qualifying Tournament. May 30·31. 
1959: West Texas Open Championship, June 20·21. 1959. 

WAS HINGTON- 1959 Puget Sound Open. 
WEST VIRGINIA- Huntington·YMCA Ann ual Cl ub Championship, May 

16 to June 20, 1959. 
WISCONSIN- Wisconsi n Championshi p, May 1·3, 1959: Milwaukee County 

Championship. May 4 10 June 29, 1959. 

SENIOR MASTERS 
!NOO In 2W9 poInts) 

Ben l<o PlIu l IHe w YeI , l< Cl t y ) ......... 2496 
Blfgul e. " A. B. IElmhursl, N.Y.) ..... l5"7 
Lomb~rl!y . W. J . IB, o"" . N.Y.) ...... .. l S09 
Sh.,w ln , J . T . {Ne w YeI ,k Cit y ) .... .. 2408 

MASTERS 

YJ .. inbug~ r, 
W"in st ein. R. 
Whitak .. , N . 

5"1,,,,1<1'1. Pigi 9 
Dutmbtr ,. 1919 
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, 
.................................... .................. 2042 ' 

M. IGulld.rlitnd Ctr .. 
. • _ ......... __ ... __ ....... _ ... ___ ........... _ ..... 2010 

Va n o, E. T . IN .... York Clt y) .......... _2114 
W u n .. , E. (PI 'Va De l lI. ,v, Ca lif.) __ 2016 
W e lssm ln, A. (N. w Londo n, 

Conn .) :;,;:';" ~' •••••• 
We ldon, 
Wolf, P. 
W o lk, E. ) ... 

Wr ight . J. M. ( K~n s;n Citv, MO.) .... 2001 
Wrigh t, R. G. IMid l"nd. Tun) ...... "lOO' 
Zim rr •• rm~n, A. (Bronx, N.Y .). ....... ,, 20<1' 

CLASSES A, B & C 
('J .. "sjric~lions as rullOw" 

CLJ\SS ,\ : 180(1 I .. 1!l!J9 points 
C I.ASS 8: 16011 to 1799 poin ts 
C L.ASS C: Below 1600 points 

_ A _ 

Clbot, F. J . (Mad ison , W lse.) ............ 1 .. ' 
Cl dd.n , E. (Le land . M iss .) .................. 1475 
Cal r nc r on, II . W. (Po rtland, Dr •• ),.IU1 ' 

Ebe rt, R. 
Eckman, 

' ''I.' BUn Ed e sbu r g, 
Edmo nson , 

Tn.) 
Ed ... ard s, 
Egot n , R. 
Ellis, A. 
Em ile, P. 
Eng d a hl, 
En r lo ne, 
Epft el n , 
Erdodv, 

, 
......... ............................... .............. 1736 

• ( 1736 ........... , ......... .. ............... -............ . 
C. (Wllmlnllton, N.C.) .... .. 1963 _,_ 

Irwin P . (Su mmit . N.J .j .... .................. 1UO 
I.hkan, J . E. (Fa lrfl. ld, Conn., .•...... .. 1761 

_J_ 
Jackson , L. C. (Tol .do, Oh lo ) .. ......... . IUI 
Jlff"v. J . W . (Los Ang. les, 

Ca lif .) ................................... _._ ........ _ .... 1943 
James, W . {lIlloxi . MIII.) .......... __ ........ I!65~ 
Jankausk u , 1( . (ChlcIQo. 111 .1-. ....• _ ... 1 8S 
J.nkowsk L Z. (N .... 1I,1I.ln . Conn.'_.18' O 
Jenkins. T. A. (Hunt lnglon Woods, 

Mic h .) ...................... ~ ............. _ ........ _ .. _ .. 1"1 
Jel'ler . C. G. (Shebov" l n . W ISC.} .... .. 1674. 
J ewett. H. 11. . (Ft . W lYne. Ind .} ...... '6" 
J oach im , Dr. C. (Su ltl., W n h .) ...... 1835 
Johnson, Mrs. C. (D. llu, T.,:.) .. _ ... IU4· 
Johnson, G . D. (Chln go, 111.1 .......•.•.. 1930 
Johnson , H . M. (Albuquerque, 

N.M.) .. ... ;. 
Johnson;--
Johnson , . 
Johnson , . ( , 
Johnson , I 

Mi n .) ............. , ............................... _ ..•..... 1148 
J Ollensten, R. (Mil lersv ill e, Md.J ...•.. 1739 
Jones, Da le (Clarksdl l • • MIIS .I ......... _1"3 
Jo n u , D. C. {Fl . W lyne, Ind .) .... ~ .... 1.13 
J o n" o, H. (LInco ln , N. b .I._._ ........ _ ..•. HI6· 
J ones , T . {L.nclSt e r , P •. , .............. _ .... 1SS1· 
Jones, W. A. {h' . n n m •• Ind.' .... _ .... 17S3 

_K_ 
K, ffen be r g. r , H . (Gig Ha rbo r, 

W.sh .) _ .................•.•....•..•.................. ..... 172' 
Ka hn , D. E. (W . Ora ng a , N.J .' .. .. ...... 1656 
Kalina, M. (M. ch l n IUbu'll, P • . ) ...... 1765 



T. (CinCinnati , Oh lo) .... .. ..... . lUl 
. G. (Toledo, Oh1o) ..... ...... .... .. l7l0 

R. T. (Middle Village, 

-N-

-0 -

,
:,;:,;E,' (Racine. Wi 5C.) ... " ...... ... .. '8S8 

P . (A r lington . Va .) ....... ... l&sO· 
G. (Sta',," Island, 

, ......... ... .... __ .. ... _ .... ... .. , 1801 
D. H. (Providence , 11..11) ... ,1743 ' 

Owen. C. (Avon, Conn.). _____ " ___ .1900 

- p -
P;)Qasl s, M . ( Broo~lv n. N .Y .) .. ... ...... ... 1758 
P .. ' dr h . A. F . (Bris t o l. Conn.L ....... .. 1775 
P31 mi. A . H. (1;orln9Porl , Mich.) ... ... 18S1 
P alueius. B. (Wau k eoan . III .) , . ".",, 1 ~5 1 
"apadeas . N . (M"Tc han w il1" . N ,J .I .. 1RIO 
P arham, F. P. (Na t c h er. Mlss. l .... ...... 1935 
ParkH . R. (Nam"". rd a ho l... __ .. _. __ . __ ._ .. 16S~ · 
o arn l! lI . R. C. (Kansas City. Mo.) .. .. T779 
",,~II! . C. H . (BlIo:>x i. MiS$. l..., .. , __ .. . _ .. __ . 1~67 
Peer.on. A. ( C"~rlotfe. N.C.\ .. . 1550 ' 
p@~.s"n . J. (lMayeU e. Ind.) .. . 1SR6 
"~~" . E. (Npw Ynr~ Cilv ). ... ....... .. .1468 
PedHson. A . ( M;~ml . 1'13.1 ....... ,, '~21 
Pe" .. e' J . O. 1~lratf"rd . Conn.', ... . 1R65 
P pn l V. IM~hw"n. N.J. )__ 'A~~ 
"~T" ;''' l. iV" lpa r a ' <o . Io'd ). __ . ISH 
p prrv. O"~n (Fl. Worth . T~"a, ) . " ... l RH 
" " r rv. W. IMidl.nd. Texas] ..... .. . 1091 
Pe r ~ inqer . l. (New Yo r k Cil y) .. " .. . 1926 
P",~o" D . [Ho m es tead . I'la.L __ ." 1 ~~0 
.,~t; I . A. (Bellevue . Wa.h. I ........ ... ..... 1907 · 
Pe t ru. J . (Ne w York Cllv L .. .. " ........ 160A 
p, ., k" . m , p . (Wesl ' ield . Mass.L ....... 17~8 
PI ~ ""o in . W. (Al e .-a .,dr la , Va.),, __ .... .. 1767 
"r~'kow . J. (Ne w H~ven . Conn. l... ... 17S2 
Pl pl ... W. "' . (Oak Park. 111 .\ . " .. ''176 
"olk. J. Sr. ("lew Yo r k Citv) ... " ...... 1176' 
Pol"lk ls . .I. (RorhHter. "I . Y.) .... . " ... MA5 
pool~ . J . R. IJarl'so n . Mis •. r .. __ ....... ..... 19~8 
p('I vlos. A. I"'arrl.bvr" . pa. ) ........ __ .. .. 1757' 
Powell . E. M. (W~shinglon . D.C.I __ .1778 
p"WH S. E. M. (Ci ncinnati. Ohlo ) __ ." .1615 
Pozarek. F . (Kensi n " l o .. . Md. ) .. " .... __ 'RSl 
Prel.man. M. (oall.s . Te . ;O<I ....... __ .. 1710· 
pr~ssman, F. (C incinnati. Oh io) ". __ ,62] 
Pri· ~. O. (H;ow tho rne. Cali f .) ....... ..... '.'6 
"r'pbe. S. (De nve r . Colo .) ... ... ........... . 1951 
Prm. D. (PrOv ide n ce. R. I. L. . .......... . '6'9 · 
p vUen. K. (AlbvQueroue. N.M.) ........ It2S 
Puhch e. T. R. (W . Hartfo rd , 

Conn.) ... ...... .... . " .. .. ..... .... " .. __ ""." .... .. 1849 

-0 -
Q,,~sl. T . (C hall e l HilI. N.C. ) ..... ..... .. 1937 · 
Quig le y, C. (T o ledo. Ohio ) ...... ..... .... ... 1450 

-5-
Savery, C. (Memph is. Tenn. ) __ ' ,,' ." . __ '650' 
S,ales, R. T . (Da ll a s, T e x as ). __ ... __ .,, '6'2 
S,hey. o . (New York Ci t y l ....... __ ... .... . I71] 
S,hlanger. D. (Flushing , N.Y. ) ........ 1817 
S,hleslnger. W. (Absecon. "I .J .) ." ... 14~9 · 
Schlosser, Dr. M. (San Bernadin", 

Calif.)... .. .. ... ... . ........ ... " ........... ) 776 
~chmitt . E. (Buffalo. "I .Y. ) ........ ....... 186l 
Sc holland. J . S. (J e rsey O::: lt v. N.J ... n01 
Schramm, "' . (S heboygan, Wi" .) .... 1701 
Schroeder. l . (Co lu mbus. Ohio ) ... ".1580 
Schropp , J . (To le d o . Ohlo )" .... __ .... 1711 
Schuller. B. (Te mperance, Mlch. )" .. U43 
S,humllnn. W. (S heboygan. Wlsc. ) .... 1617 
S,ott. J. P. (Hattie'bu rg , Mi.s . I ... . __ .. 1Ul 
Sc ri vene r . R. S. (Nesbit. Miss.l" ........ 19]] 
S ... le. K. (Greerwille . Miss, ) .. "" ... __ ... IS45 
SequIn . E. (Temper;>nce. Mlch .l. __ . __ 1664 
Sei fert . D. R. (Kansas Ci t y, Mo .I" .. Hl0 
Sekat. A. ( Ind ia n Orchard . Mas •• ) .. 1590 
Self. A. R. ("Iewlon. Kansu) .. __ .. ... " .1929 
Send~ckyi. G. (New York Clty ) .. .. ...... 1714' 
Serblnoff, G. (Roc kv ille, Md.L .... " .. . 173] 
Serra . E. F. (Bloomfield. N .J .) ... _ .. ... . 1739 
Sethe, L. (Madison, WIsc. )." .......... ... 1113 
Shaffer. B. A . (San Bernadino, 

Calif. ) ... ....... ... " ............. .... ........ ..... ..... 1959 
Sh;>He r, F. B. (Somersel. 1' • • ) ..... ... .. 1685 Underhill, R. ( 

Underwood, R. 

_ T _ 
) ... 
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5. 1919 

Shallo. A. (C incinnati . Ohlo) ......... " .I67n 
Shapiro. A. (Brooklyn . "I .Y. )." ....... .. 1790· _ V-
Shaw, C. A 'O (Mi a mi ./la.) ........ ..... 1, ••• ': Vandenburg, R. (BOise, Idaho) .......... 18S3 
Shean . R. (enver . 010. ) ... __ __ ......... .. . . Vandenburg, V. E. (Lans;ng. 
Sher.ill. r. (~.~t'a~i,on. Wi.c· )·· · · ·· ~!~r Mich.) , ... ................... _ .. ... .... ......... .. .......... 1763 
S~owfn. . T i F ant '. Tex~.1.· · ") · · .. · .. ·,572 Vern, D. (Charle.ton. S.C.I ...... " .... ... 1761 
',"" ," 'IU'" o" ""M,n!'. I '$C . . .. ..... ,." Veirosta. V. (Chicago. 111 .1 .. .. ... . ..... .. ... 1967 
Sao,. n,vers y. !<s • . " . __ . " .. .-. __ " • Vibberl . o . A. (Old Saybrook. 
s~tmet~. fo ~l l'i't'O~, ~ib·)...--""'--' m~ Conn. ) .. ... ......... __ .- ....... ..... __ ...... .. ......... . ,.1741 

~k~ft 1' : (Chk,r: 90• 1I'1\ __ . : : · ::::,·,: :::: : ::::: 1,~:.4 ~~~::ge~; ~E .. ( ~~I~~'Jk~~·Y.li"sc:·i:::::mg· 
Skrvpulc, !'. ( eaumont . Ca l .1 ....... . • 
!'kuris. P. G. (C h ;,ago. m .I . . " ...... ..... . 19S8 - W-
Sla ttery, J. A. (Westfie ld , Mass .) .... 1184 Wade A . ("lew York City ) ... ......... .... 1852 
!'lau g htH. K. R. (Wi,hita . Ka ns .l .... 1760 wald~n, l . E. (Harrisbu rg, Pa. ) ... ... 1613 
Sliva. J. (Staten Isl and . "I.Y. ) .......... 1601 Waldman, H. (Southhampton, 
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CHESS TROPHY 
Now. ;In attract ive and inexpen· 

)~nsive prize for club and regional 
ou rn3ment~. "Golden" J<n ight is 

.• :lolid metal and rests on dark-wal-• 
' nut base . Brass panel. 3ihxllh 
f is ideal for inscriptions. Overall 

height of trophy is 6 ~'.! " . lnscrip­
,t ion eng r a v e d for additional 

'i' 
~harge of 5e pcr letter. An ideal 

. brilli;lllcy prize! 

ONLY 

$7.50 
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HENRY JAMES AND CHESS 
by 

Robert L. Gale 
One migl"lt suppose that Henry 

James, psychological novelist, lin­
guist, western-world traveller, and 
rounded gentleman in many ways, 
was a chess enthusiast. He would 
have been a ponderous adversary, 
immovable in defense, imaginative 
in attack, almost telepathic as he 
stroked his beard or-later-felt 
his bald head. His advance would 
have resembled his famous conver­
sation, uncheckable, irresistible, 
and surprising. But, alas! his use 
of chess as the basis for several 
similes and metaphors i"n his fic­
tion proves that he knew little or 
nothing about it. If he had known 
the game as well as he knew, say, 
Renaissance painting, think of the 
;;plendid tropes he would have de­
vised based upon daring gambits, 
gaucbe knights, perpetual check, 
even mate among other activities, 
and Titian and Veronese would 
have been 1orked. 

You must agree tllat only a nov­
ice without a rating would write 
of chess in the way J,llnes does in 
the two passages which follow. In 
the first, the na.rrator of the short 
story '"Thc Liar" is at a country­
housc where the conversation at 
dinner is full 01 gambits. We read 
thal 

The gentleman on llis left at 
last risked on obsen:-atiot! as if 
it had been a mOLle at chess, 
exciting in Ly01~ (the narrator) 
however atl apparent wantonness. 
This personage II/ayed his part 
with difficulty; he uttered a re­
mtlrk as a lady fires a pistol, 
looking the other way. To catch 
the ball Lyon had to bend his 
ear . . . J 

The second tells why an aging rev­
olutionary in the novel The Prin­
cess Casamassima has lost his 
idealism: 

The figures on 
were still the 
ousies and 
pidities of 
lion with 
at /lny given 
CJf interest 
oisible 

The first image is inappropriate 
because the gentleman conversa­
tionalist in the story is adept in his 
field , whereas usually a chess­
player who "risks" a move to note 
its effect-to say nothing of "look­
ing the other way" the while-is 
not. And the second figure, though 
more dramatic than the first, is 
still general, and in addition be­
trays James's unawareness tbat the 
slow game of hunched chess­
players can be of interest to vast 
audiences-if not to James. 

Our novelist conceived a highly 
dramatic situation in his story 
"The Figure in the Carpet;" in it 
a brilliant literary critic is trying 
to discover the hidden pattern 
which a celebrated novelist has 
said that his work contains. Per­
haps a writer as gifted as James 
could have pictured this supreme 
intellectual challenge in chess-play 
terms, but only if he had under­
stood-in addition to the problems 

of writers and critics- the intrica­
cies of chess. At any rate, we have 
only this: 

The hours spent there by Cor­
vick [the crilic] were present to 
my /oHl:y [rh e narrator's] as 
those of a chesllPlayer bent 
r bow-bat:ked aguinlJ with 0 si­
/ellt scowl, all the lllmplit will­
ter, o.;er his board and lIis 
moves. A~' my imagifl{ltiOIl filled 
it 0!4t the picture held me fast. 
0 11 the other side of the table 
teas a ghostlier fonn, the falm 
figure of an antagonist good­
I"wwuredly bllt II little wearily 
secure - on antagonist who 
leaned back in his chair with 
hi8 lWllds ill his pockets olld a 
~'mile UII his fine clear face . . . . 
He [Corvick] would take up II 

chessman and hold it poised a 
while over Qile of the little 
S(IUllfeS [i. e., lie wm lld lry to 
fi t (j work or a tllerne inlo the 
bllft/ill g IJattem of the novelist's 
camm J, lind thell would put it 
v tU;k in it.~ -p UICO with a long 
sigh of disappointment. s 

But we all know that in profession­
al and even competent amateur 
chess tilts no playcr ever touches 
a piece wi thout moving it. James 
must not have been aware of this 
rule, as may be further shown if 
we look at s ti ll another image. 
This one comes from The Golden 
Bowl, the plot of which inciden­
tally might challenge the trope­
making fancy of a chess-playing 
novelist, having as it does an ag­
ing American- rich as King Croe­
sus-his powerfnl young "queen," 
and a Principe (if not an Italian 
king) and his s tay·at-home wife. At 
one poi nt in the novcl . a Blooms­
bury shopman is showing his pre­
cious old wares to the Prince and 
the wife of our Croesus; as he dots 
his connter with the objects, we 
read that his hands 

"'t (mc1ocd thom at momellts, brief­
ly, lwroouslll , lenderly, a,~ those 
of a chess-player rest, a few sec­
onds, o,"er the bOlITd, on a fi g­
ure he thinks lie llIay move alld 
OWtl ml1y IIOt ... "~ 

Finally, we may sadly suggest 
what James missed if we delve into 
one of his little·known tales, "The 
Story of a Year" (1865), and note 
that he never learned to appre­
ciate the masterful maneuvers of 
chess knights. Lizzie, the sweet lit· 
tIc beroine of the story, envisage 
her life as the battleground of a 
psychic struggle between two gen­
tlemen who love her. This preg­
nant situation James tr~es _ but 
fails-to suggest in the following 
rather complex simile deriving 
from chess: 

These /tva figures [the gent/.e­
me,.]' stood like opposing knights, 
(th e black and the white [al­
readr; the overtones- are wrong, 
ever. tllaugh tile story is cast 
ill Civil-War days],) foremost 011 
tile great chess-board of fate. 
Lizzie was the wearied, puzzled 
player [who is her opponent?]. 
She would idly finger the other 
pieces ["Licence 11111 roatling 
hands . . :'J, (lnd shift them 
carelesSI!1 hitlwr amI thither; but 
it was of no (I!;ail: the game lay 
between the two knights. She 
wouhl shllt her eyes and long 
for some kind hand to come and 
tamper with the board; she 

would open them and see the 
two knights standing immovable, 
face to face.' 

As can readily be seen, the image 
is faultily developed. No game of 
chess is likely to involve a duel of 
knights. Further, poor Lizzie has 
one knight- either the white or the 
·black-{)n her side and can fight 
with it against the opposition, 
which includes the other knight. 
Yet James wrongly snggests that 
the girl is playing only against 
herself-solitaire chess is reaUy 
not much fun- and also that for 
some reason she must touch nei­
thcr knight. She really wants to 
have her cake and eat it too, as 
yon will discover when you read 
the story. 

And so Henry James was many 
things-psychological novelist, lin· 
guis t , western-world travener, and 
rounded gentleman-but he was 
not a chess-player. His was the 
loss, and so is ours. 

Footnotes 
I The Novels and Tales of Hen­

ry James, New York Edit\on, 26 
volumes (New York: Charles Scrib­
ner's Sons, 1907-1917), XII, 320 
The original version of this pas· 
sage begin~ as foll ows : "The gen­
tleman on his left at last risked 
an observation, and they had some 
fragmen tary talk"_Henry James, 
"The Liar," Century Illustrated 
Monthly Magazine, XXXVI (n.s. 
XIV) (May, 1888), 125. But it is 
unnecessary to get into the knot­
ty problem of . the revisions-to 
try to prove an incorrect theory 
lhat the later, revision"minded 
J ames forgot what chess he might 
have known as a youth-since 
fro m his first signed story until 
his last major completed novel 
James could be counted upon to 
employ inaccurate chess figures. 
See the last two images quoted be­
low. For the record, I have quoted 
all the chess fignres James de­
vised; do not therefore see The 
Novels and Stories of Henry 
James, New and Complete Edition, 
35 volumes (London: Macmillan 
and Company, 1921-1923) or else­
where . 

~ The Novels and Tales of Hen· 
ry James, VI, 104. 

3 Ibid., XV, 245. 
·1 Ibid., XXID, 107. 
~ Atlantic Monthly, XV (March 

1865), 272. 
Robert L. Gale 

Department of English 
University of Pittsburgh 

Pittsburgh, Pa. 

A RETI GAME FROM RIO 
On Feb. 7, 1925, Richard Reti 

established what was then a 
world's record at blindfold simul­
taneous play by taking on 29 op­
ponents in Sao Paulo, Brazil, win­
ning 21, drawing 6, and losing only 
2. The number of opponents was 
chosen with the idea, successfully 
carried through, of topping by one 
the 28-opponent record set by 
Alekhine a few weeks before at 
Paris. Although this fact is fairly 
weil known throughout the chess 
world, it is probable that most of 
the readers of CHESS LIFE have 
never seen the following game 

. which was played a few days later 
in Rio de Janeiro. Three of the 
leading Brazilian players of the 

I day a.rranged a consnltation game 

in which Barbosa de Oliveira and 
Marcello Kiss played Reti and Luiz 
Vianna. This account of the game, 
and of the Brazilian newspaper 
report , was taken from the Ameri­
can Chess Bulletin of March, 1925. 
We got a kick out of the Brazilian 
chess editor's references to Ret i: 
"His brilliant tournament reputa­
tion is fair ly well known, if some­
what nnduly enhaneed by his win­
ning a game from Capablant'!a in 
the New York Tournament in 
1924." And, "His book on "New 
Ideas In Chess" is well worth read­
ing, even if, according to Dr. Las­
ker, there is nothing very new in 
it." We also enjoyed the note fol­
lowing Black's 1st move, (1. P-K4, 
N-KB3) "We don't believe in allow­
ing the K's N to be driven over to 
QN3 at the outset. Sooner or later 
this line of play will join the other 
freaks in limbo." And the note 
added to this note, by the Editor 
of ACB, "Nevertheless, the new 
edition of Modern Chess Openings 
gives full recognition to this freak 
by devoting three pages to it." It 
appears that a chess master is, 
like a prophet, not only without 
I Ollor in his own country, but also 
:. his own generation. Here is the 
game. 

Oliveira 
and Kiss 

White 
1. P·K4 
2. P·K5 
3_ P·Q84 
4. P-QN3 
S. B·N2 
&. BxP 
7. B-N2 
8. P·Q4 
9. B-K2 
10. K·8 

, 

11. P·BS 
12. P·QR3 
13. PxB 
14. P·NS 
15. Q.Q21 
1&. N·B3 
11. P-KR4 
19. P-R5 

PosItion after II. 

19. N·NS 

Retj and 
Vianna 

Black 
N·KB3 

N .Q4 
N·N3 
P·Q3 .. , 
N·B3 
B·B4 
P-K3 
B·NS 
Q-Q' 
N-Q' ,.N 
B·N3 

QN·N5? 
Castles 

Q·K2 
Q·B3 
B_KS 

........ , B· K5 

Hcre Black undertakes a comhlnatlon 
designed to get h is hack Into safety­
and loses! 

19. ........ BxPeh 
20. KxB N· BSch 
21. K·B QxN 
22. R_KN Q-B4 
23. P-QS Q_R&ch 
24. K_K QN.Q&ch 
25. BxN NxBch . 
26. QxNl Resigns 

The Brazilian chess editor's note 
to White's last move-"A tragic 
surprise. Reti on hearing the move 
'QxN' announced by the umpire, 
shouted across the room, 'Repeat 
your move. You are going to lose 
your queen!' The move was con· 
fi rmed and then ... Reti saw! His 
face was a study." 


