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Repertoire
for White

Grandmaster Preparation - Attack & Defence
Jacob Aagaard

B0087QT $35.95
In this book, the author presents the main principles of how to attack and
defend in chess. By carving dynamic chess into separate areas of ability,
he gives the reader a clear way to expand his or her understanding of this
vital part of the game.The Grandmaster Preparation series of books are
designed to change the 'chess map' in your brain, transforming the
narrow path of finding good moves into a freeway where good moves
flow!

Grandmaster Repertoire 14 - The French
Defense - Volume 1

Emanuel Berg

B0088QT $29.95
The French Defence is one of the most popular and reliable responses to 1.e4.
Black invites his opponent to gain space in the centre, with the intention of
undermining the enemy position and launching a counterattack. Volume 1
introduces the Winawer Variation and provides expert recommendations against
all of White's major possibilities, with the exception of the most critical 7.Qg4
line which will receive special coverage in Volume 2.

Botvinnik - Move by Move

Cyrus Lakdawala

B0374EM $29.95
Mikhail Botvinnik was a three-time World Chess Champion and possessed a
universal, all-round style with an emphasis on logic and strategy. In this book,
the author invites you to join him in a study of his favourite Botvinnik games.
He examines Botvinnik's renowned skills in the key areas of attack and
defence, initiative, exploiting imbalances, accumulating advantages and
endgame play.

Mastering Endgame Strategy

Johan Hellsten

B0O375EM $34.95
Mastering Endgame Strategy is a product of Hellsten's many years'work as a
full-time chess teacher and is specifically designed as part of a structured
training progrffamme to improve strategic thinking. In addition to the many
examples there’s an abundance of carefully selected exercises which allow
readers to monitor their progress and put into practice what they have just
learned.

A Cunning Chess Opening Repertoire for
White

Graham Burgess

B0184GB $29.95
A good opening repertoire need not require an enormous amount of study to
be highly effective. A cunning choice of lines and move-orders can steer the
game to positions that favor white. This book presents a repertoire based on 1.
d4 and Nf3 with precisely those aims. Black’s possibilities for counterplay - and
sharp gambit play - are kept to a minimum with a focus on giving black
exactly the type of position he DOESN'T want.

The Official Chess Shop

BUSCEF

of the US Chess Federation

What'’s New in the
USCF Sales’ Library?

Sacrifice and Initiative in Chess

Ivan Sokolov

BO133NIC $29.95
The sacrifice is one of the most beautiful, rewarding and complex aspects of
chess. During a game the decision to give up material in order to get an
advantage is probably the most difficult one a player has to take. This book
presents you with a set of practical tools that will help you to master the art of
sacrifice. By concentrating on the aim you are trying to achieve, you will look
at the art of risk assessment and how to trust your intuition.

60 More Memorable Games

Paul Powell

B00760B $24.95
The author explores the games of Bobby Fischer from a unique point of
view. Focusing on his own personal journey, he continues the battle to
help the average player become a chess master. What's truly unique
about these sixty games is they are the games the author came back to
over and over as a young man studying the games of Bobby Fischer, and
they are presented with the wonderment and lessons that he learned on
the road from Patzer to Master.

Techniques of Positional Play

Bronznik & Terekhin

B0134NIC $29.95
Opening preparation is useful, but understanding the middlegame is much
more important. This book, an improved edition of a Russian classic, teaches
amateur chess players 45 extremely effective middlegame skills. Quite a few
of the ideas presented here will surprise the reader, because they offer
solutions for problems the club player is only subconsciously aware.

Pump Up Your Rating

Axel Smith

B0089QT $29.95
Everyone knows how to increase their physical strength, but how exactly
does one increase their chess playing strength? The author's tested training
methods have guided his friends, teammates and pupils to grandmaster
norms and titles. Hard work will be required, and it will take time, but it will
Pump Up Your Rating. Every area of chess is covered -- opening preparation,
through middlegame play, to endgame technique.

Lisa - A Chess Novel

Jesse Kraii

B00770B $11.95
The chess pieces knew how they moved. They knew what they wanted too. It
wasn't like school, where kids pretended they were masters of the teachers’
game. The adults didn't know anything anyway. The real world was a big
push to nothing. But Lisa escaped from all that. She found Igor Ivanov. He
taught her how to play.
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2013 Membership Options

Choose Between Premium and Regular USCF Memberships

PREMIUM MEMBERSHIP

PRINTED COPY of Chess Life (monthly)
or Chess Life for Kids (bimonthly) plus
all other benefits of reqular membership.

REGULAR MEMBERSHIP

Online-only access to Chess Life or
Chess Life for Kids; TLA Newsletter

will be mailed to you (Adults: bimonthly;

Scholastic: 3 per year)

WHAT YOU GETAS A
REGULAR USCF MEMBER:

The right to play in
USCF-sanctioned tournaments
and be assigned an official rating

Access to member-only content
on uschess.org, including our USCF
forum discussion group. (9)

Online access to Chess Life
& Chess Life for Kids.

WHAT YOU GETAS A
PREMIUM USCF MEMBER:

All of the above plus a printed copy of
Chess Life or Chess Life for Kids!

PREMIUM USCF MEMBERSHIP RATES

CATEGORY 1 VEAR 2VEAR  3VEAR
ADULT $46 $84 $122
SCHOLASTIC (1) (6 ISSUES CL4K)  $24 $43 $61
YOUTH (2) (6 ISSUES CL) $28 $51 $73
YOUNG ADULT (3) $33 $61 $88

REGULAR USCF MEMBERSHIP RATES

CATEGORY 1 YEAR 2VEAR  3VEAR
ADULT $40 $72 $104
SCHOLASTIC (1) $17 $30 $42
YOUTH (2) $22 $40 $357
YOUNG ADULT (3) $26 $47 $67

OTHER USCF MEMBERSHIP RATES

CATEGORY 1 YEAR 2VEAR  3YEAR 4VEAR
SUSTAINING (4, 8) $95 $190 $285  $380
(started prior to 2003)

SUSTAINING (4, 8) $120 $240 $360  $480
(started after 2002)

SENIOR (5) $40 $72 $104 N/A
FAMILY PLAN 1 (6) $75 N/A N/A N/A
FAMILY PLAN 2 (7) $47 N/A N/A N/A
SENIOR LIFE (5, 8) $750 ONE TIME CHARGE

LIFE (8) $1,500 ONE TIME CHARGE
BENEFACTOR (8, 10) $3,000 ONE TIME CHARGE
BENEFACTOR,

EXISTING LIFE MEMBER (8,10) $1,500 ONE TIME CHARGE

A $3 affiliate commission will apply to all memberships submitted by affiliates.

(1) 13 and under at expiration. (2) 16 and under at expiration. {3) 25 and under at expiration. (4) New
sustaining memberships will not be allowed after 11/30/08. (5) 65 and over. {(6) Parents and children
yaunder than 25 at expiration living in one household with one address. (7) All younger than 25 at expi-

ration living in one household. Both Family Plans include ane monthly Chess Life. (8) Life and sustaining
members have the option of choosing either Premium or Reqular benefits. This selection may be chanded

’ at any time. USCF intends to contact these members approximately every three years to ask for confir-
mation of this choice. (9) Ade restrictions apply. (10) Includes Life Membership, a special membership
| card, and recognition on a Benefactor pade of our website and periodically in Chess Life. ($25 foreign sur-

CHESS LIFE ONLINE charge applies for madazine (not applicable to Canada or Mexica).



Chess Life

EDITORIAL STAFF

Chess Life Editor and Daniel Lucas dlucas@uschess.org
Director of Publications

Chess Life Online Editor Jennifer Shahade Jshahade®@uschess.org
Chess Life for Kids Editor Glenn Petersen gpetersen@uschess.org
Senior Art Director Frankie Butler foutler@uschess.org
Editorial Assistant/Copy Editor Alan Kantor akantor@uschess.org
Editorial Assistant Jo Anne Fatherly Jfatherly@uschess.org
Editorial Assistant Jennifer Pearson Jjenpearson@uschess.org
Technical Editor Ron Burnett

TLA/Advertising Joan DuBois tla@uschess.org
USCF STAFF

Executive Director Jean Hoffman ext. 189 Jjean.hoffman@uschess.org

o . .
acqueline Piatigorsky: i
L4 Assistant Executive Director

PATRON, PLAYER, PIONEER Director of National Events

National Events Assistant Ashley Knight ext. 138 aknight@uschess.org
Director of Titles and Certification  Jerry Nash ext. 137 Jjnash@uschess.org

International Youth Events
WORLD | CHESS www.WorldChessHOF.org OTB and FIDE Ratings Walter Brown ext. 142 wbrown@uschess.org
H;l LL OF F;l ME 6 World Chess Hall of Fame Scholastic Associate & Clubs Susan Houston ext. 136 shouston@uschess.org

W
Saint Louis, Missouri B @ QrlcChessuiOh IT Director & Webmaster Phillip R. Smith ext. 134 philsmith@uschess.org
Computer Consultant Mike Nolan ext. 188 mnolan®@uschess.org
Image: Jacqueline Piatigorsky with the Winners of the 1963 Piatigorsky Cup Tournament,
Tigran Petrosian and Paul Keres, Courtesy of the Department of Special Collections, IT Programmer/Analyst Alan Losoff

Charles E. Young Research Library, University of California, Los Angeles Quality Control Judy Misner ext. 126 Jjmisner@uschess.org
TLA Associate Joan DuBois ext. 123 jdubois@uschess.org
Director of Marketing Robert McLellan ext. 126 rmclellan@uschess.org
Bookkeeper Barbara Holt ext. 131 bholt@uschess.org
Membership Services Supervisor Cheryle Bruce ext. 147 cbruce@uschess.org
LETTER OF INTENT Mailing Lists/Membership Assoc.  Traci Lee ext. 143 tlee@uschess.org

Membership Associate Jay Sabine ext. 127 Jsabine@uschess.org

A Prom ise FOT TO m OTTO w Correspondence Chess Alex Dunne cchess@uschess.org

In future support of the work of the U.S. Chess Trust, | want to provide for future

generations and to ensure the continuity of services by the U.S. Chess Trust. USCF EXECUTIVE BOARD
Therefore,
President, Ruth Haring US. Chess Federation ruth@ruthharing.com
3 I have made provision [ | will make provision Attn: Ruth Haring
PO Box 3967
to support the U.S. Chess Trust by: Crossville, TN 38557-3967
[ making a bequest or endowment provision in my Will Vice President, Gary Walters Walters & Wasylyna LLC gary@wwiplaw.com
= . . . . Shaker Finance, PO Box 20554
creating a charitable remainder or lead trust naming Cleveland, OH 44120
the U.S. Chess Trust as a beneficiary.
- . VP Fi , Allen Priest 220 West Main Street, Suite 2200 tyron316@hotmail.
1 establishing an endowment or special fund at the nance, Aflen Fries Pl Ky 2020 yrons2ohotmar.com
U.S. Chess Trust. '
Secretary, Mike Nietman 2 Boca Grande Way, Madison, Wl 53719 mike.nietman@charter.net

3 directing the trustees or directors of my foundation

to continue beyond my lifetime making an annual Member at Large, Michael Atkins PO Box 4894, Baltimore, MD 21211 matkins2@comcast.net
gift to the U.S. Chess Trust.

Member at Larde, Randy B 10990 NW 115th Avenue, Gi 11IA 50109 dybauer2300@yahoo.

1 Making an outright gift to the U.S. Chess Trust durlng ember st Large, Randy Baver enue, branger ranoybaver vanoocom

my lifetime in the sum of $ Member at Larde, Charles D. Unruh PO Box 340, Collinsville, OK 74021 chunruh@aol.com
This Letter of Intent represents my commitment to the work of the U.S. Chess Trust.
It does not represent a legal obligation and may be changed by me at any time.

Whatever the amount of your gift, when you leave a legacy for the future of the B l |S( : I ' Y DT i e Cessills, Y (i) A -12e0
U.S. Chess Trust, you are an important part of the Promise for Tomorrow. Advertising inquiries: (931) 787-1234, ext. 123
. . . . TLAs: All TLAs should be e-mailed to tla@uschess.org or sent to PO. Box 3967,
Please send with your name, address, phone, and email contact information Crossville, TN 38557-3967

and email Barbara DeMaro at bduscf@aol.com (845-527-1167)
Letters to the editor: Please submit to letters@uschess.org

1

IFD us Enﬂ e Trust Receiving Chess Life: To receive Chess Life as a Premium Member, join the USCF or
enter a USCF tournament, go to uschess.org or call 1-800-903-USCF (8723)

*Please note that there is a required amount in order to be listed as a Future Legacy Donor.

Write or send an email to Barbara DeMaro, bduscf@aol.com for this amount. Donations Change of address: Please send to addresschange@uschess.org
to the U.S. Chess Trust are tax-deductible. A 501(c)(3) organization. BD:08/03 ; .
Other inquiries: feedback@uschess.org, (931) 787-1234, fax (931) 787-1200
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December Preview / This month in Chess Life and CLO

Editor’s Letter: Through the Looking Glass

Last month | wrote how as a young Chess Life reader in the late 1970s | was reading about our top players for the first time. So you can imagdine how strange
it was for me to attend the Sinquefield Cup at the Chess Club and Scholastic Center of Saint Louis (our report starts on page 16). Being up close and personal
with four of the top players in the world (and quite possibly the next world champion by the time you read this) was a chess fan’s dream come true. Meet-
ing Magnus Carlsen was especially interesting—I could sense the magnetism emanating from him. Perhaps it is the aura of the “top dog”? This is helped
a bit by the exquisitely tailored, sponsored clothing he wears, but mostly it comes from the confidence projected by a young man at the top of his game.

What is equally amazing about the wonderland that is chess in St. Louis is that merely having the strongest American tournament ever isn't all they have
to offer. Directly across the street is the World Chess Hall of Fame, yet another must-see for the chess fan (including getting your obligatory photo in front
of the building with the Guinness Book of World Records-certified largest chess piece in the world). During the match, they had a preview exhibit of their
now-open Jacqueline Piatigorsky exhibit. Most interestingly for me, this exhibit includes a number of Chess Life issues from the 1960s. It is both thrilling
and a little sad that this issue you are reading now may someday be a museum piece itself.

You owe it to yourself to make a pilgrimade to St. Louis when you can. Keep an eye out for details on next year’s Sinquefield Cup; if you attend you will find
yourself given the royal treatment. From grandmaster commentary in multiple locations, to the chess tables on the sidewalk, to being mere feet from your
chess heroes as you hope to absorb through osmosis some of their genius, it will be an experience you will tell your grandchildren about, whether those chil-
dren are decades in the future or by your side now. Here’s to your chess life.  -Daniel Lucas, Editor

CHESS LIFE ONLINE PREVIEW: DECEMBER

Disney in December

It's an early Christmas for chess kids. The National K-12 Grade Championships head to Lake
Buena Vista, Florida near Disney World from December 13-15. The intense seven-round
event crowns thirteen new national champions, one for each grade. Popular writer Melinda
J. Matthews, and mom of 12th grade contender Nicky Rosenthal, will report for CLO.

PAN-AMS IN TEXAS: Texas Tech will host this year's Pan American Intercollegiate Chess Championship from December 27-30 in Lubbock, Texas. At last year's
“Pan-Ams” in Princeton, New Jersey, Program Director Al Lawrence talked about the incredible grandmasters that participate each year, “In the '70s after [Bobby]
Fischer, we had Pan-Ams with 100 teams, but nothing this powerful—these teams are Olympiad-level teams.”

WORLD YOUTH IN DUBAI: Our World Youth delegation heads to Abu Dhabi, in the United Arab Emirates from December 17-29, right over the Christ-
mas holiday. Root on our team online and look to CLO for reports on medal hunting and adventures.

STUFFED WITH GRAND PRIXS: Major tournaments held over the holidays (December 26-30), include the North American Open in Las Vedas, Nevada,
the Eastern Open outside Washington, D.C. and the Empire City Open in New York, New York. Find games and stories on CLO and share your own chess hol-
iday plans on facebook.com/uschess or twitter.com/uschess.

Follow Chess Life and Chess Life Online on Facebook! Get redular updates as part of your newsfeed, post comments, and easily communicate directly with the editorial staff.

U PAUL KARRER FM MIKE KLEIN GM JOSH FRIEDEL

(2 4 “The Game” author teaches fifth grade in Castroville, California,isa ~ The Sinquefield Cup The U.S. Masters author is the 2007 Sam-
O teachers' union representative and negotiator. He writes the commu-  report is by the director of ford fellowship recipient and a frequent
oy nity column for the Salinas Californian and is the education content for Chess.com contributor for Chess Life Online. He repre-
= commentator for The Monterey County Herald. He has been pub-  and the 2012 Chess Jour- sented the U.S. at the 2008 World Mind
E lished in Education Week, Teacher madazine, New York Post, Christian nalist of the Year. He also Sports Games, as well as at two Continen-
€Y  Science Monitor and Chicken Soup among others. In 2009 he was cho-  teaches, freelances, bikes tal Championships (2009 and 2011). Also in
= senas teacher of the year by North Monterey League of United Latin and snowboards, though 2009, by tying for sixth at the U.S. Champi-
Z American Citizens (LULAC). He lives in Monterey, California with his never more than any two onship in St. Louis, Josh qualified to compete
o wife and daughter where he motorcycles, plays racquetball and at the same time. at the World Cup in Khanty-Mansiysk, Rus-
) shorter games of chess. sia. His website is joshfriedel.com.

www.uschess.org 3
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LOOKS AT BOOKS / POSITIONAL PLAY
Not for the faint of heart

By John Hartmann

CHESS TO ENJOY / ENTERTAINMENT
2013 Trivia Quiz

By GM Andy Soltis

SOLITAIRE CHESS / INSTRUCTION
The Gathering Storm

By Bruce Pandolfini

BACK TO BASICS / READER ANNOTATIONS
Strong Beliefs and Seli-Confidence

By GM Lev Alburt

ENDGAME LAB / INSTRUCTION

The Secrets of Study Composing
By GM Pal Benko

DEPARTMENTS
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THIS MONTH IN CHESS LIFE AND CLO

COUNTERPLAY / READERS RESPOND

FIRST MOVES /
CHESS NEWS FROM AROUND THE U.S.

FACES ACROSS THE BOARD / BY AL LAWRENCE

USCF AFFAIRS / NEWS FOR OUR MEMBERS
KNIGHT’S TOUR / TOURNAMENT TRAVEL
TOURNAMENT LIFE / DECEMBER
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“BY GM BEN FINEGOLD -
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The Chess Club and Scholastic Center of Saint Louis, host location of the Sinquefield Cup.

30

34

Personalities / Chess Changing Lives
THE GAME

BY PAUL KARRER

What event or events could lead one to play a single chess
game for nearly three years? A chess game which had the
potential to save a life. A chess game, which unbeknownst
to one player would open up to him a soul-wrenching trek
through the dark underbelly of humanity.

USCF National Events /2013 U.S. Masters

MASTERFUL
BY GM JOSH FRIEDEL
Mamedov Wins the Masters.

ON THE COVER Four of the top players in the world converge in St. Louis, adding “St. Louis” to cities associated with chess like Linares and Lone
Pine. Our cover story begins on page 16.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF CHESS CLUB AND SCHOLASTIC CENTER OF SAINT LOUIS; GRAPHIC DESIGN BY SHIRLEY SZYMANEK
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Counterplay / Readers Respond

The Dark Knight Rises

THE DARK KNIGHT SYSTEM

I would like to thank GM Ben Finegold for
his time and his opinions (October “Looks
at Books”). I hope you will allow me to clar-
ify a few matters that pertain to The Dark
Knight System. Like GM Finegold, I would
be very concerned about recommending a
position with a computer evaluation of +.55
pawns advantage to White. That is why I
selected a threshold of +.25 pawns, which
corresponds to an evaluation of “plus over
equal/equal,” which is the normal result of
an opening. [ broke this rule a few times,
not because it was necessary, but because
sometimes the computer assessments were
contradicted in actual play. GM Finegold
appears to have detected at least one of
these exceptions (though he did not respond
to my attempt to confirm this) which occurs
after 1. e4 Nc6 2. Nf3 d6 3. d4 Nf6 4. Nc3
26 5. d5 Nb8 6. h3 Bg7 7. Be2 0-0 8. 0-0
e5!? If White fails to free and develop Black’s
position with 9. dxe6 en passant, White
retains an advantage of exactly +.55 pawns,
according to Houdini 3. GM Finegold sus-
pects that this type of position will play
even worse, but there is no need to guess.
GM Tiger Hillarp Persson, GM Ilia Smirin,
and six other grandmasters (GMs) have all
been willing to play black.
Their confidence is sup-
ported by a 10%-4% (70
percent) advantage for Black
in 15 games. No one over
1850 has ever lost this posi-
tion with black according
to ChessBase’s online
Megabase.

Like GM Finegold, I am
also aware that positions
can play worse than their
computer assessment. I
rejected countless varia-
tions with evaluations of
+.22, +.17, and even +.07
because of concerns over
king safety, database statis-
tics, static weaknesses, a
lack of “human” logic, or
because they had no conceptual connec-
tion to other Dark Knight variations.

If an evaluation of +.20 or +.25 is accu-
rate in human play, it can normally be best
understood as some extra difficulty in con-
structing and executing plans, or some lack
of resiliency to error. That is why I made a

6 December 2013 | Chess Life

special effort to develop and present plans
in such positions. +.25 does not correspond
to tangible dangers that require special
treatment or difficult defensive techniques.
If White has an advantage in space or devel-
opment, it is obvious—routinely pointing it
out is not objective, it’s pedantic.

Thank you to all the people who have
contacted me to let me know how much
they are enjoying reading and playing the
Dark Knight System. The most detailed
and specific review available is on Michael
Goeller’s Kenilworthian blog: http://kenil
worthian.blogspot.com/ 2013/ 04/the-dark-
knight-system-review.html

Despite my best efforts, those of 3100+
rated Houdini, and my GM editors, it is
unlikely, to say the least, that I have pro-
duced a 200+ page chess book with no
debatable conclusions or mistakes, which
is why I welcome any substantive (mean-
ing specific) comments and criticism.

James Schuyler
via e-mail

I thought GM Ben Finegold’s October book
review of James Schuyler’s The Dark Knight
System was horribly unfair. GM Finegold
believes that uncommon openings must be
bad, that trying to entertain a reader must
be an attempt to cover for
other shortcomings, that
repertoire books should
not try to advocate their
openings, and most impor-
tantly, that FIDE masters
should not write chess
books. These fallacies,
which make up the bulk of
the “review” are unworthy
of refutation.

Where in a typical
review there would be
examples, here we have
only rhetoric. Without
ever referencing any spe-
cific position, he estimates
a computer assessment
of +.55. I'm not a grand-
master, but when I wish
to speak of a computer assessment, I get
it from a computer. Also, if | want to know
whether a position plays better or worse
than its computer assessment, I don’t
speculate—I check my database.

It is fairly common to read reviews that
say more about the reviewer than the book,

but rarely do the reviewer’s criticisms apply
so thoroughly to his own writing. Fine-
gold’s “review” pontificates about objectivity
but demonstrates none, and rails against
style over substance without saying any-
thing substantial. According to USCF’s
website, when Finegold was asked which
books he would recommend, he replied,
“I'm not a fan of books.” Perhaps then not
the best candidate to review one.

As it so happens, [ have read the book
and I find it to be excellent. It’s a great
weapon for the club player as the positions
are easy to play with the help of Schuyler’s
lucid explanations. It’s always nice when the
author actually plays the opening he’s writ-
ing about. GM Finegold is entitled to his
opinion just as I am. The question is, why
would Chess Life choose to publish a glee-
ful, self-indulgent tirade written with all
the intellectual rigor of an Internet troll, in
place of a fair and balanced review?

Glenn Bidari
Las Vegas, Nevada

WHAT IS THE TRUTH?

Seeing the article “Benko’s Ultimate Truth”
(October 2013) reminded me of the fic-
tional chess story I wrote over 20 years ago
about computer analysis of Vladimir
Vukovic’s analysis of the Emanuel Lasker-
William Napier game in his book The Art
of Attack, “The Ultimate Truth”: danheis
man.home.comcast.net/ ~danheisman/ Arti-
cles/ Vukovic_story.html
Since in the early 90’s most players
were more distrustful of computer analy-
sis than they should have been, I put it
into fictionalized setting to make it more
interesting and palatable. Today no one
would blink an eye if you told them pre-
computer analysis in a classic book was
now shown to be incorrect, and it would
not be news.
Dan Heisman
via e-mail

Send your letters to letters@uschess.org
or post on the Chess Life Facebook group page.
If Chess Life publishes your letter, you will be
sent a copy of Test, Evaluate and Improve Your
Chess by Kopec and Terrie. We regret that we
cannot reply to all letters.



THE BEST IN THE U.S.

GM GATA KAMSKY | 2013 U.S. CHAMPION
GM IRINA KRUSH | 2013 U.S. WOMEN’S CHAMPION
GM DANIEL NARODITSKY | 2013 U.S. JUNIOR CLOSED CHAMPION

THE BEST IN THE WORLD

GM MAGNUS CARLSEN | 2013 SINQUEFIELD CUP CHAMPION

WHO WILL REIGN SUPREME IN 20147

@\f\/ESS CL(/@ 2014 U.S. CHAMPIONSHIP
+C *C«g» 2014 U.S. WOMEN'S CHAMPIONSHIP
W, &
D Scropaemc 88 2014 U.S. JUNIOR CLOSED CHAMPIONSHIP
(/f%///// Lows 2014’ SIN@EFIELD CUP

&~ CELEBRATING FIVE YEARS ——

CHESS CLUB AND SCHOLASTIC CENTER OF SAINT LOUIS | 4657 MARYLAND AVENUE, SAINT LOUIS, MO 63108
314.361.CHESS (2437) | info@saintlouischessclub.org | saintlouischessclub.org
B facebook.com/CCSCSL O twitter.com/CCSCSL D youtube.com/STLChessClub



First Moves / Chess news from around the U.S.
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Grandmaster Ron Henley (left) shares strategies with new players and Mayor Mike Ryan (right) during a City of Sunrise free open play chess session.

Sunrise Over Scholastic Chess: A City Project

By MICHAEL RYAN, MAYOR OF SUNRISE, FLORIDA

The City of Sunrise, Florida is home to the 20,000
seat, world class entertainment venue known as
the BB&T Center where the NHL Florida Panthers
call home, one of the largest malls in the nation
visited by millions each year, and headquarters for
many companies in our bustling corporate park.

Sunrise, with 87,000 residents, is also home to 11
public schools where thousands of students are
educated each day—eight elementary schools, two
middle schools and one high school. Our schools are
part of the Broward County Public Schools, the
sixth largest school district in the nation.

What's missing? Scholastic chess.

There is no need to recite the mountain of litera-
ture supporting the direct correlation between
scholastic chess and development of academic
prowess in young students. We know the facts
and it makes common sense. So we, in Sunrise, set
out on a journey to bring chess to the community
and classrooms.

One challenge, the City does not control the edu-
cation of our children. Because there is a separately
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elected school board, the City does not designate
where our children go to school, the curriculum or
the buddetary priorities. Therefore, our plan to
introduce chess would require a cooperative and
grassroots approach. Fortunately, our superin-
tendent of schools understands the academic
benefits of scholastic chess.

Our journey began when, as a PTA president at an
elementary school, | helped start a chess club.
Even though | am a casual player at best, a dy-
namic teacher and | worked together to build a
fledgling chess club for that particular elementary
school. We were soon overwhelmed by the num-
ber of students who wanted to participate.

A couple of years later, after | was elected mayor,
we began working on a plan to promote chess in
our community. We made some important first
moves to prove there is a strong interest from
parents, students, teachers and schools in devel-
oping scholastic chess:

® Two years ago, each of the 11 public schools
received 20 chess sets for the purpose of starting
a chess club. Most schools started a chess club that

first year. However, one limitation was that after-
school clubs, by design, eliminate participation for
many students who would otherwise be inter-
ested and who would benefit.

® After giving the chess clubs some time to grow,
the City Commission held a year-end “Champions
of Chess” tournament for the students and schools.
Now into the third year, this fun and free “tourna-
ment” has prizes for the elementary, middle and
high school winners.

® |n cooperation with the Chamber of Commerce,
Broward Chess Club and local restaurants, we
developed “Family Fun Chess Nights”. Held at local
restaurants, this has brought business together
with players and families. When we introduced
“bughouse”, we brought a new level of excite-
ment to young players and families.

® ocal organizations began “adopting” the after-
school chess clubs. Building a bond between the
community and the clubs has proven to be an
important part of the grassroots effort.

® \We invited additional schools outside the geo-

PHOTO COURTESY CITY OF SUNRISE, FLORIDA
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graphic borders of the city of Sunrise into our
chess network.

® The City Commission created a free city pro-
gram of open chess play every Saturday
morning. This allows students (and adults) of
all ages and talents to play in a fun and super-
vised environment. Importantly, our City staff
has been quite enthusiastic about this pro-
gram. We were amazed at the number of
children who attended even though they did not
know the first thing about chess, proving par-
ents want their children to learn chess. We just
need to give children exposure to the game
and the opportunity to learn.

Then, with the building interest in our commu-
nity, we pressed forward to bring chess into the
classroom and curriculum.

Through a grant from the America’s Foundation

for Chess “First Move” program and with gap
funding from our police department, we initiated
a pilot program for the first time in our school dis-
trict—establishing chess classes in every second
and third grade classroom for three of our eight
elementary schools. The program is designed
to track academic benefits and gains. We are con-
fident once the other elementary schools,
teachers and parents see the benefits of this
pilot program, we will expand the program to
more schools next year.

We keep looking for new ideas to expand the
opportunity for chess. The United States Chess
Federation staff and advisors have been a great
resource to learn about successful strategies
from other communities. While we have further
to go towards the goal of putting chess perma-
nently in our academic environment, we think we
are making the right moves.

For more information on chess in Sunrise, go to www.sunrisefl.gov/chess or e-mail the mayor at

mryan@sunrisefl.gov.

Adventures of the Mind Looking
For More Chess Players

Adventures of the Mind is a different kind of
summer camp—one that helps high-potential
teens explore their futures, including career
paths that stoke their intellectual and cre-
ative passions. For a student to be accepted to
the program is to achieve de facto national
recognition given the in-depth nature of the
selection process, world class stature of the
mentors, and the intellectual rigor of the pro-
gram. Next summer, gathering on the Los
Angeles campus of our academic partner Occi-
dental College, our 200 talented teens will
meet dozens of adult achievers at the top of
their respective fields, tour area colleges, go
behind the scenes at NASA’s Jet Propulsion
Laboratory (JPL) and explore their famed facil-
ity on Friday, June 20th while meeting their top
scientists. Curiosity: The Mars Exploration Pro-
gram is based at JPL.

Adventures of the Mind—often referred to as a
mentoring summit because of the high ratio of
mentors to students—happens June 15-22,
2014. Our students will investigate one of the
major societal shifts shaping their futures: Now
that technology has made information instantly
accessible, what you know is not as important
as what you do with it! As a result, young peo-
ple need to think critically, collaborate effectively,
and communicate persuasively. As they explore
these skills, they will have at their sides an all-
star faculty of mentors: tech entrepreneurs and
Pulitzer-winning writers, astronauts and arche-
ologists, Nobel-winning scientists and public
servants, many of whom are also professors
from leading universities.

In seminars, workshops and informal gather-
ings, these mentors will share their own
triumphs, setbacks, and lessons learned, with the
goal of inspiring and better preparing the next
generation of thinkers and leaders. And we have
seen how these messades are taken to heart.

We need your assistance to ensure a diverse
and talented class of 2014. Please nominate
two students aged 15-18 whom you believe
have the intellect and imagination to be worthy
of this honor. Nominations must be completed
on our website: adventuresofthemind.org. (Select
the ‘Nominate’ button and log in with the e-mail
address at which you received this letter and
password mindtrek2222.)

We hope you will nominate students you feel will
both benefit from this program and also con-
tribute to this stimulating environment that
inspires campers to achieve. We are especially
interested in welcoming young people who may
not fit the traditional standards of academic
excellence. For students who qualify for finan-
cial aid, we offer full scholarships—covering
lodging, meals, events, materials and books—
funded by generous individuals and foundations.
We also have transportation grants available.
There are a limited number of scholarships and
grants per state, so please submit your nomina-
tions at your earliest convenience.

Accepted students will receive a formal letter of
invitation accompanied by general program
information. We will select the first half of the
class by December 15, 2013, and the remainder
by April 15, 2014.

ACROSS
THE BOARD

By AL LAWRENCE

MIKE AND
ERIC INGRAM

TEXAS

Father-son finish

USCF’s recent rating-formula adjustments make it a
great time to go for the next level. Father-and-son
team Mike and Eric each gained over 100 rating
points at the U.S. Class Championships in Houston.
Mike, a software developer from Austin, won the
class A plague. Twelve-year-old Eric, who attends
chess camps ordanized by Gary Gaiffe, tied for second
in the class D section. “We’ve been playing in tourna-
ments since Eric started elementary school,” Mike
said. “My wife Claudia, Eric, and | have enjoyed trav-
eling to national scholastic events, including Super-
Nationals V in Nashville.”

JIEAND
KEVIN LIU

TEXAS
Joined the party

Neither Jie nor his son Kevin, 8, knew how the pieces
moved until 2011. “Kevin and | were in Sunday
school where he learns Chinese,” Jie said. USCF Sen-
ior Director Rob Jones waived them into his chess
class. “It was like he was inviting us to a party and
felt sorry for us missing all the fun!” At the U.S.
Class, Jie won the class B championship with a 5-0
sweep and saw his USCF rating top 1900. Kevin
gained 44 points—and he had previously qualified
for the World Youth Championships. They credit the
Dallas Chess Club and Kevin’s trainer GM Babakuli
Annakov for their quick progress.

KARTHIKEYAN
LAKSMAN

INDIA

Going home to see Vishy

Karthikeyan, 13, started playing three years ago at
home in Chennai, India. On a two-month vacation to
see his father in Irvington, Texas, he played in a half-
dozen Lone Star tournaments, climbing to a rating of
1834. The U.S. Class was his third event—and he
won clear first in the C section with a perfect score.
Now headed home, he'll take the trophy back to
show at his school. “I'll probably go to some of the
Anand-Carlsen match, since it's in my home town.”

Write to faces@uschess.ord.

www.uschess.org
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2014 SCHOLAR-CHESS PLAYER AWARD QUALIFICATIONS

If you are a high school junior or senior
looking for scholarship money, read on!
If you are also a current USCF member
and have demonstrated outstanding
merit in academics, sportsmanship, and
chess, you are eligible to apply for a 2014
National Scholar-Chess Player Award.

A total of five scholarships are available
at $1,500.00 each for a total of $7,500.00
in scholarship money. Previous recipi-
ents are not eligible.

These annual scholarships, awarded by
the U.S. Chess Trust and the USCEF, are
intended to recognize and encourage
high school students who promote a
positive image of chess. Applications are
available online.

Contact Susan Houston, Scholastic
Associate, at the USCF office, (931) 787-
1234 x136 or e-mail shouston@uschess.org
with any questions.

[ 4

Applicants: To apply, e-mail ONE copy
of the following documents to shouston@
uschess.org or mail FIVE copies of each
document to the address on the right. We
prefer e-mail submission.

1. Your application form,;

2. Your high school transcript showing all
courses and drades;

3. A letter of recommendation from a
teacher in a current or former school
you have attended;

4. A letter of recommendation from
a chess coach;

5. Your essay of no more than 500
words describing the positive influence
chess has had on your life;

6. Arecent photograph of yourself—
submit ONLY as a high quality .jpeg
photo.

Your application must be postmarked no

later than February 1st, 2014. Incomplete
applications will not be accepted.

Send your completed application to:

U.S. Chess Federation
Attn: Susan Houston, SCA
P.O. Box 3967

Crossville, TN 38557-3967

or e-mail—Attn: Susan Houston at
shouston@uschess.org.

2014 Executive
Board Election

The USCF will hold an election in
2014 for three at-large positions
on the USCF executive board. For
full details, please refer to the call
for nominations published in the
November 2013 issue of Chess Life.

Chess.com

- 7 million members
- Free unlimited play
- Training videos & tools

Create Your Free Account at Chess.com and Start Playing Today!
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Looks at Books / Positional Play

NOT FOR THE FAINT OF HEART

A workbook for budding grandmasters

| By JOHN HARTMANN |

riting on the theme of “[t]he feeling for danger” in an early
issue of New in Chess, Mark Dvoretsky mournfully
noted that:

... [o]f utmost importance is to solve a series of problems on
one’s own, but this is exactly where one is confronted with a basic
problem. As far as I know, no chess reference book exists in which
the problems are arranged according to the skills which could
be developed by solving them. (85/8, p. 44)

I have always found it curious that
Dvoretsky, a trainer whose methods
revolve around the solving of carefully
chosen positions by his pupils, did not
confront this predicament in his many
books. Certainly readers are faced with |
‘exercises’ and ‘questions’ in most of his
works, but the positions are compara-
tively few and they are given in the body
text, making solving difficult. Dvoretsky
was said to have commissioned a com-
puter program in the mid-1990s that
would feature his collection of problems,
but to my knowledge, the program never
gained wide release.

Now Quality Chess, the upstart publish-
ing house founded by Jacob Aagaard and
John Shaw, has stepped to fill this need
with two series of books. The first, a nine-
volume effort, was penned by Artur
Yusupov, Dvoretsky’s pupil and collabo-
rator. Designed for players rated
1400-2100, Yusupov’s ‘training course’
was widely praised and the just winner of
the 2009 Boleslavsky Award for chess lit-
erature. The second, Jacob Aagaard’s
Grandmaster Preparation series, is in the
midst of its publication run, and its sec-
ond volume, Positional Play, is the subject of this review.

The Grandmaster Preparation series is, as its title suggests,
designed for would-be grandmasters and their ambitious friends.
Of the six projected volumes—Calculation, Positional Play, Strate-
gic Play, and Attack and Defence have been released thus far, with
Endgame Play and Thinking Inside the Box (on chess philosophy
and improvement) still to come—Aagaard rates Positional Play as
least taxing, suitable for players roughly 1800 and above. Cal-
culation, Endgame Play, and Attack and Defence are progressively
more complex, and Strategic Play is rightfully said to be fiendishly
difficult. If “improvement begins at the edge of your comfort

GRANDMASTER PREPARATION

POSITIONAL
| PhAY

Grandmaster Preparation: Positional Play
by Jacob Aagaard. 312 pages (Quality Chess, 2012).
Figurine notation (FAN). $29.95 from uscfsales.com
(catalog number BOO79QT).

zone,” as Aagaard (citing Rowson) has recently reminded us, then
even we ambitious B players can feel justified in our study of Cal-
culation or Positional Play.

All of the books in the Grandmaster Preparation series are
workbooks. The chapters consist of short introductions to spe-
cific themes followed by dozens of illustrative problems to solve.
Positional Play, Aagaard’s favorite in the series thus far, is unique
in that it offers readers a training plan for improving positional
awareness based on three questions: (1)
Where are the weaknesses? (2) Which is the
worst-placed piece? (3) What is your oppo-
nent’s idea? The first three chapters in the
book (‘Weaknesses,’ Pieces,’ and ‘Prophy-
laxis’) take up each question in turn,
beginning with illustrative analyses of the
questions at work, and followed by the-
matic problems for solving. The book
concludes with 150 mixed problems and
their detailed solutions.

While Aagaard claims that players of all
strengths have found these questions
helpful, there remains the potential for
some misunderstanding of their utility. I
do not understand Aagaard to claim that
these three questions are ‘all you need’ (7)
during over-the-board play; rather, much
as professional baseball players hit off
tees to hone their swings, chess players
can use these three questions during
training to sharpen their positional acu-
men. The questions can be used during
the game, but the real aim of the ques-
tions and solving is training one’s focus
and intuition.

Aagaard is an excellent writer and a
skilled pedagogue. His examples clearly
illustrate the themes he is trying to
describe, and the solutions to the exercises
are clear and comprehensive. In some
cases, because what is obvious to stronger players is not always
obvious to me, I had to work through small tactical nuances—
why can’t she take that pawn?—glossed over in the notes. [ saw
this as a feature, not a bug; if the point of the book is to learn
by doing, a little additional work is actually beneficial.

Positional Play, like all of the books in the Grandmaster Prepa-
ration series, is not a book for the faint of heart. Effort, however,
will be repaid with increased understanding and perhaps even
Elo points to boot. It can be warmly recommended to players over
1800 and those slightly lower if plucky and willing to work. ¥

www.uschess.org 1 1
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2013 Trivia Quiz

Yes, it’s trivia time once agdain.

By GM ANDY SOLTIS

Once every 12 months we test readers’
knowledge of the ephemeral facts that may
have gotten stuck in your long-term memory.
These bits of information won’t boost your
rating, improve your openings or make rook
endgames any less confusing than they
already are. Being somewhat sneaky, Chess
to Enjoy has given some multiple-choice
questions with multiple correct answers.
When you’re ready to give up, the answers
are on page 69.

1. Peter Millican is an international corre-
spondence chess grandmaster. He made
front-page news this year in a different
realm. How?

(a) His scientific research demonstrated
a dramatic shift in global warming.

(b) He swam from Cuba to Florida using
the backstroke.

(c) He used computers to identify “Harry
Potter” authoress J.K. Rowling as
the real writer of a detective novel.

(d) He was elected to London’s city council.

2. Mikhail Tal, Leonid Stein and Yefim
Geller were famous for it. Andre Lilien-
thal did it his entire life. Arnold Denker
did it in a magazine ad when he was
U.S. champion. But today Alexander
Grischuk, Etienne Bacrot and Wang
Yue are among the few world class play-
ers who do it. What is it?

3. True or False: A player born in the 21st
century became a grandmaster this
year, the first time this has happened.

4. And by the way, when the international
grandmaster title became official in
1950, who was the world’s youngest
grandmaster?

(a) 17-year-old Boris Spassky
(b) 19-year-old Tigran Petrosian
(c) 21-year-old Larry Evans

(d) 26-year-old David Bronstein

5. In the following position White blun-
dered with 1. Kh2?? and was lost after 1.
..Kf2l, which threatens 2. ... Rh4 mate.

(see diagram top of next column)
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What was this game’s significance?
GM Valeriy Neverov (FIDE 2515, UKR)
IM Stanislav Bogdanaovich (FIDE 2567, UKR)
Ukrainian Championship, 06.19.2013
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WHITE TO PLAY

The game ended with 2. Rh8 Rg4 3. Rh7
Rg2+ 4. Kh3 Rg3+ 5. Kh2 Nd4! and White
resigned in view of 6. ... Nf3+.

What was the significance of the game?

(@) It overturned book theory of the

king+rook+knight-versus-king+rook
endgame.

(b) It was Black’s 39th consecutive vic-

tory, a world record.

(c) By winning it, Black became the

world’s 1,000th grandmaster.

(d) It was the longest decisive game

played at a normal time control.

6. Which of these is the title of a pub-

lished book?

(@) Disney’s Chess Guide by Anatoly Karpov

(b) Putin Must Go! by Garry Kasparov

(c) Vegetarian Chess by Viswanathan
Anand

(d Meditation and Chess by Vassily
Ivanchuk

7. And which of these books was pub-
lished in 2013?
(a) Chess Devotionals, which explores
the links between chess and religion.
(b) A biography subtitled The Doctor
Zhivago of Soviet Chess.
(c) My Best Games by Magnus Carlsen

8. Wilhelm Steinitz is buried in Brook-

lyn’s Evergreen Cemetery. What is

unusual about his gravestone:

(a) His birth date is wrong.

(b) The inscriptions are in German.

(c) It calls him “William” Steinitz.

(d) There’s a chessboard on top depict-
ing his most famous game.

9. What is distinctive about the final moves
of this game:

Distinctive?

Roesch

Willi Schlage, Hamburg 1910
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WHITE TO PLAY

14. Qxa6 Bxg2 15. Rel Qf3! 16. Bxf3 Nxf3
mate.

(@) They were used in the 2013 film
Computer Chess.

(b) They were played by HAL and astro-
naut Frank Poole in 2001: A Space
Odyssey.

(c) They were played by Garry Kasparov
and Deep Blue in the drama The
Machine which was performed in
London and New York this year.

(d) They were used in the chess scene of
the final episode of Breaking Bad.

10. Lothar Schmid, the grandmaster and
famed international arbiter who died
this year, came from a family whose
business was based on:

(a) Publishing novels about cowboys
and the American West

(b) Currency speculation in post-World
War I Germany



Nezhmetdinov
Centenary

Rashid Nezhmetdinov, born 100 years
ago this month, won no great
tournament and never became a
grandmaster. But his dazzling, original
games show he was one of the
greatest players of the 20th century.
(He was also a great checker player.)
The Russian’s combinations provide
us with this month’s quiz. In each of
the following six positions you are
asked to find the fastest winning line
of play. This will usually mean the
forced win of a decisive amount of
material, such as a rook or minor
piece. But since this is Nezhmetdinov,
keep an eye out for checkmates. For
solutions, see pade 69.

(c) Creating the first European TV net-
work
(d) Uranium mining in Czechoslovakia

11. He popularized terms like theoretical
continuation, blunder, hole, initiative,
book position and transposition of moves.
He was:

(@) Aron Nimzowitsch, in My System

(b) Wilhelm Steinitz, in the tournament
book of New York 1889

(c) Alexander Alekhine in My Best
Games

(d) Paul Morphy in his newspaper articles

12. Which event happened in 2013?

(a) An “Art of Chess” corner, packed with
Bobby Fischer memorabilia, was
opened at the Reykjavik, Iceland hotel
that Fischer occupied during his 1972
world championship match.

(b) Magnus Carlsen signed a three-year
deal to be sponsored by Nordic Semi-
conductor.

(c) A “Fischer Memorial” tournament
was held in Sousse, Tunisia, where
Fischer stormed out of an Interzonal
in 1967 in a scheduling dispute.

(d) The World Junior Championship
was moved from one Turkish city to
another to shift it away from the
Syrian civil war.

13. Who won a master tournament held in
New York with a perfect 13-0 score?
(a) Bobby Fischer
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(b) Jose Capablanca
(c) Emanuel Lasker
(d) Walter Browne

14. Before the first game of a world cham-
pionship match, the champion’s
supporters charged that the chal-
lenger’s “patrons” had “agreed with
one of the big computing centers” to
transmit “every move of the match as
it is made” and analyze the best con-
tinuations for the challenger. This
happened in:

(@) 1972
(b) 1978
(c) 1993
(d) 2006
(e) 2008

15. During World War II Reuben Fine:
(@) Finally won the U.S. Championship.
(b) Used his psychology training to pre-
dict where enemy submarines would
strike.

(c) Wrote Basic Chess Endings and four
other books.

(d) Worked in Washington as a govern-
ment translator.

16. This position was notable because of
a sacrifice, a blunder and a record:

Anl,a? andall

GM Miguel Cuellar Gacharna
GM Jan Hein Donner
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White played 111. Qxd4! exd4 112. d7 and
should have won after 112. .. Qa3+ 113.
KdS!. But he played 113. Kc6?? instead
and Black drew after 113.... Qa8+ 114. Kc7
d3!115. Be3 d2!.

What was the record?

(a) It was the 37th time these two grand-

masters had played one another.

(b) By drawing, Black earned a board

prize for the ninth time.

(c) White was in time trouble a record-

setting six times.

(d) It was the longest drawn game played

in an Olympiad team tournament. ¥
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GM Soltis had too many good questions for us this
year and we couldn’t print them all. To see some
bonus questions, go to Chess Life Online at
uschess.org.
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The Gathering Storm

Before he was world champion, before the world was at war, Capablanca
shows that he was already a potent force.

By BRUCE PANDOLFINI

IT WAS 1913. THERE WERE NO OFFI-
CIAL grandmasters yet. Emanuel Lasker
was chess champion. And the world was
about to change for good (for bad?) and for-
ever. To be sure, Lasker was the game’s top
player, but with the gathering storm of
world war on the horizon, another chess
player, as bright as any star in the heav-
ens, was on the verge of seizing Lasker’s
mantle. That luminous force was José Ratl
Capablanca, who in 1921 would finally
dethrone the great Lasker. But it’s still
1913, it’s Berlin, and Capablanca’s oppo-
nent is the wily Jacques Mieses (Black). No
matter, clever or not, Mieses was no match
for the Cuban wunderkind, as the follow-
ing game illustrates. It began:

King’s Indian Defense,
Classical Variation (E91)
José Rall Capablanca
Jacques Mieses

Berlin, 1913

1. d4 Nf6 2. Nf3 ¢5 3. d5 d6 4. c4 g6 5. Nc3
Bg7 6.4 0-0
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Now make sure you have the above posi-
tion set up on your chessboard. As you
play through the remaining moves in this
game, use a piece of paper to cover the arti-
cle, exposing White’s next move only after
trying to guess it. If you guess correctly,
give yourself the par score. Sometimes
points are also rewarded for second-best
moves, and there may be bonus points—

S

57
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or deductions—for other moves and vari-
ations. Note that ** means that the note to
Black’s move is over and White’s move is
on the next line.**

7. Be2 Par Score 5
White prepares to castle.

7. e6

8. 0-0 Par Score 5

Accept only 4 points part credit for 8.
dxe6. Capablanca prefers to keep his
cramping pawn on d5.

8. exd5

9. exd5 Par Score 4

Receive full credit for 9. cxd5, making it
a full-fledged Benoni, with unbalanced
pawn majorities for both sides. This is
what Mieses was figuring on. Capablanca
keeps the pawn structure balanced: four
to four on the queenside, three to three on
the kingside, but with a spatial advan-
tage for White.

9. Ne8

As the game goes, Mieses has no luck
with this knight. Probably best is 9. ...
Re8, and then 10. ... Ne4, trading for
White’s queen’s knight.**

10. Rel Par Score 5

There’ only one open file, so that’s where
“Capa” puts his rook.

10. Bg4

In his somewhat cramped position,
Mieses sees no future for his queen’s
bishop, so he sets about trading it off for
White’s king’s knight.**

11. Ng5 Par Score 6

White crosses up Mieses. White has no
objection to exchanging the light-square
bishops, but he wants to keep his knight.
It could then post up at e4.

11. Bxc3

Black makes this exchange to bring his
knight to g7. But this is shortsighted.
First, he can’t exploit the doubled c-pawns
and, second, he leaves himself with dark-
square weaknesses on the kingside.**

12. bxc3
Deduct 2 points for 12. Bxg4? Bxel.
12. Bxe2

Par Score 4

The plan was to trade this bishop for a
minor piece, and so that’s what he does.**
13. Qxe2 Par Score 4

White commands the e-file.

13. Ng7

If 13. ... f6?, chasing White’s knight,
Black runs into 14. Ne6, winning the
Exchange (1 bonus point).**

14. Ne4

White pressures dé (if 14. ... Nd7, then
15. Nxd6—1 bonus point), but he mainly
clears g5 for his bishop.

14. . f6

Black stops Bg5. If 14. ... Re8, then 15.
Bg5, followed by Nf6+, gains at least the
Exchange (I bonus point).**

15. Bf4

Par Score 5

Par Score 5

The bishop develops with tempo on the
d6-pawn.

15. Ne8

Black retreats to €8 to guard d6. After
15. ... Re8, White unpins with 16. Qf3, and
Black is unable to save his d-pawn. Mean-
while, 16. ... Nf5 encounters 17. Nxf6+ (1
bonus point).**

16. Bh6 Par Score 5

And now the bishop comes to h6, with
tempo on the rook. That’s why 15. Bf4
was better than 15. Bh6. Add I bonus
point if you realized this ahead of time.

16. Ng7
So it’s back again to g7. But 16. ... Rf7?



ABCs of Chess

These problems are all related to key
positions in this month’s game. In each
case, Black is to move. The answers can
be found in Solutions on pade 69.

December Exercise: Once again
you're thinking of a new opening for
white, or perhaps a new defense for
black. So you get out the opening
manuals and check out various
offerings on the Internet. After
spending some time learning the
fresh ideas, you're ready to complete
the picture. Simply turn the board
around and reconsider the same lines,
this time from the point of view of
your future opponents. From the new
perspective, don’t be shocked if you
get a whole new take on the opening
arsenal you're preparing. You may
even, possibly for the first time, get to
see who you really are.

drops material to 17. Ng5! fxg5 18. Qxe8+
(1 bonus point).**

17. Radl

White plays this with the idea of bring-
ing the rook into play by lifting it to the
third rank.

17.

Par Score 5

Na6

Black has to connect his rooks, and 17.
... Nd7 is ruled out by 18. Nxd6. Failure to
connect the rooks carries its own set of
problems. For example, if 17. ... Re8, then
18. Nxfo+ Qxf6 19. Qxe8+ Nxe8 20. Rxe8+
Kf7 21. Rf8+ Ke7 22. Rel+ Qe5 23. Rxe5+
dxe5 (2 bonus points), and it’s hard for
Black to untangle his queenside.**

18. Rd3 Par Score 6

Add I bonus point if you had this in
mind when playing your previous move.

18. 5

Black chases the knight from e4. On 18.
... Qd7 White triples major pieces with
19. Re3 and Black cannot compete for
the e-file: 19. ... Rae8? 20. Nxf6+ Rxf6 21.
Rxe8+ Nxe8 22. Qxe8+ Qxe8 23. Rxe8+
and so on (2 bonus points).**

19. Ng5

No credit for 19. Bg5, when Black has
19. ... fxe4! 20. Bxd8 exd3.

19.

Par Score 5

Nc7

Black brings the knight into play, where
it guards e8 and e6. If 19. ... Re8, then 20.
Re3.**
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20. Qe7 Par Score 5

The invasion begins; there’s a mate

threat at g7.

20. Qxe7
Or if 20. ... Nce8, then 21. Rh3.**

21. Rxe7 Par Score 4

White’s command of the king-file is pay-
ing off. The rook replaces the queen with
threats to c7 and g7.

21. Nce8

This is the only knight move, since 21.
... Nge8 drops the Exchange.**

22. Rh3 Par Score 6

Receive only 3 points part credit for 22.
Rxb7, which means White is getting side-
tracked. The attack is on the kingside.

22. f4

Black makes f5 available to his knight,
but it doesn’t matter anymore.**

23. Bxg7

True, 23. Nxh7 Kxh7 24. Bxg7+ is cute
(3 points part credit), but not convincing
because of 23. ... Rf7.

23.

Par Score 5

Nxg7

24. Rxh7 Par Score 5
Once again, there’s a mate threat at g7.
24. Nf5

The knight is tired of €8, so it moves to

the square made available by Black’s 22nd
move.**

25. Re6 Par Score 6

Accept only 3 points part credit for 25.
Rxb7. Let’s repeat: the attack is on the
kingside.

25. Rfe8

The text vacates f8 for the black king
and sets up a mate, if White’s rook leaves
the e-file. But neither point alleviates
Black’s problems.**

26. Rxg6+

If 26. ... Kf8, then 28. Rf7 mate (I bonus
point); or 26. ... Ng7, then 27. Rhxg7+,
and it’s mate next move (I bonus point).

26. Black resigned. ¥

Par Score 5

TOTAL YOUR SCORE TO DETERMINE
YOUR APPROXIMATE RATING BELOW:

Total Score  Approx. Rating

95+ 2400+
81-94 2200-2399
66-80 2000-2199
51-65 1800-1999
36-50 1600-1799
21-35 1400-1599
06-20 1200-1399

0-05 under 1200
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SINQUEHFIELD

The Chess Club of Saint Louis takes the lodical next step:
the strondest-ever tournament on American soil.

BY FM MIKE KLEIN | Game annotations by GM BEN FINEGOLD
All photos courtesy of CHESS CLUB AND SCHOLASTIC CENTER OF SAINT LOUIS

“ fyou build it, they will come.” Substitute a posh chess club
for an Iowan cornfield, a philanthropic investor for an
impoverished farmer, and go a little farther down the

Mississippi, and you have an apt description for what happened
in St. Louis from September 9-15.

Like in that pastoral ballfield, chess fans came out in droves.
But it was not ghosts of a distant past they were there to see.

1.6 December 2013 | Chess Life

Instead, the top two players in the world and the top two U.S.
players would play an intimate and historic double round robin.

The inaugural Sinquefield Cup, which tournament and club
patron Rex Sinquefield sponsored and reluctantly lent his name to,
one-upped even the best of the various national championships that
the Chess Club and Scholastic Center of Saint Louis had ever hosted.

The number of superlatives was itself a superlative. Consider:



Highest average rating of any American tournament (2793); first
time the highest-rated player ever, GM Magnus Carlsen (FIDE
2862), played in the U.S.; seven grandmaster commentators on-
site; a $170,000 total purse for only 12 games of chess. That is
$14,167 per game, or $305 per move! Every time a player touched
a piece, he earned more than most high-end chess sets cost.

Joining Carlsen was world number two, GM Levon Aronian, top
American GM Hikaru Nakamura, and reigning U.S. Champion GM
Gata Kamsky. The players came to play. Half of the games were
decisive, all but one extended past the first time control, and
Carlsen’s insistence on principles instead of sewing up first place
(more on that later), all made for a rewarding week of chess.

Chess fans took the bait. At a rare autograph session, around
200 fans paid just to get their pictures taken and posters signed.
Several fans drove hundreds of miles and lined up three hours
early in the rain to secure their spot. The line rivaled the opening
of a new Apple product, extending out the door for an entire block
down Maryland Avenue. The sidewalk became so congested that
the police ordered the queue to stay single-file.

“I've never done this before,” Kamsky said while the fans
streamed by, one by one. “It's pretty cool actually.” Which square

A chessic “Murderer’s Row” (l-r): World number one GM Magnus Carlsen, world number two GM Levon Aronian, world number four GM Hikaru Nakamura, U.S. number two GM Gata Kamsky.

OF DREAMS

did he prefer to sign? “I am Gata. I like to sign on the ‘g.”” Aronian
entertained several contingents of Armenian families, all adorned
with their country’s flag.

Unofficially, the tournament probably sold more tickets to a
chess tournament than any time in American history. Eager
enthusiasts plopped down $15 per day to see the action, or as
much as $120 for the entire event, which included other perks.
They got food and the players provided fireworks.

In the opening round, Sinquefield made the ceremonial first
move 1. d4 in Carlsen-Kamsky. The top seed immediately returned
the pawn to d2. Rex’s wife Jeanne Sinquefield opened Nakamura-
Aronian with 1. e4. “You can take that move back,” Chief Arbiter Chris
Bird instructed. “No, I'll keep this one,” Nakamura said. In a little
more than three hours, it would be Aronian who needed the
takeback option.

In a completely equal position, Aronian inexplicably played 30.
... Qb5??, allowing an elementary tactic. “When he played it, I
didn’t realize it was a blunder,” Nakamura said of his initial
thoughts. “If he played ... Qc6 I was going to offer a draw. I think
he thought it was way too simple. It was unfortunate for him but
I'll definitely take it.”

www.uschess.org 17
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“I'lL take it.”

GM Hikaru Nakamura (2857)

GM Levon Aronian (2913)

Sinquefield Cup 2013 (1), St. Louis, Missouri,
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30...Qb5??

I think both players were thinking it
was drawn, but Levon relaxed a little too
early, and missed a simple tactic. 30. ...
Qc6 draws confortably.

31. Qxb5 axb5 32. Nd7!

Oops! Now the normal 32. ... Rfe8 just
loses to 33. Nf6+ forking the king and
rook, so White is just an Exchange ahead.

32.... Rxd7 33. Rxd7 Ra8 34. Kf2 Ra6 35. ¢4
Nh4 36. f4 Rc6 37. Re8+ K47 38. Ree7 Rf6 39.
Kg3 g5 40. f5

Good technique by Hikaru, making the
Nh4 totally ineffective and offsides.

40. ... h5 41. Re6, Black resigned.

A possible continuation is 41. ... hxg4
42. Rxf6 Kxf6 43. Kxg4 Nxf5 44. Rxf7+
Kxf7 45. Kxf5 is an easy win for White.

A disappointed Aronian remained san-
guine and philosophical after the loss.
“It’s the typical mistake,” he said. “You
just look at one line, and then you proceed.
That’s one of those things they teach little
kids. It is ridiculous.

“There is something nice about the game
of chess.” Aronian paused, then finished
his explanation. “It is humbling.” He said
that even in a short tournament, an
opening round loss could be overcome.
“I've lost many games and still won
tournaments. Actually, I don’t remember
a tournament I won without losing a
game.” His prognostication proved true—
going into the last round, he still had a
chance to win the tournament.

Meanwhile, Carlsen-Kamsky was the
biggest rating difference on paper, and
Carlsen had white. Curiously, Kamsky
was the only player in the Sinquefield Cup
(and probably one of the few in the world)
against whom Carlsen had a lifetime
minus score (that would all change in a
week’s time). Except for drifting for a few
moves in the middlegame, the style was
vintage Carlsen, but represented a foun-

1.8 December 2013 | Chess Life

tain of youth for Kamsky.

One of the subtexts at the Sinquefield
Cup was the declining chances for Kamsky
to be invited to such elite events, and he
wanted to make his time count in St.
Louis. He made scouting easier by openly
vowing to play interesting positions, saying
he did not care about the result.

“I thought I could takes some risks in
this tournament—there is not much at
stake,” Kamsky said. “This is an event
where you can just play chess and there
are no consequences. I'm starting to be the
older participant in the tournaments I'm
playing in. Cut me some slack guys!”

After a static pawn structure was
reached out of the opening, Kamsky lashed
out with 14. ... h5. Even the grandmaster
commentators were at a loss to describe
either the reasoning or bravado. After the
game, Kamsky said, the activity was based
on his opponent’s reputation—“[Carlsen]
is famous for squeezing out small advan-
tages.” Ten moves later, all of Kamsky’s
kingside pawns had advanced against
White’s king. He ended up pushing too
far on move 29.

“29. ... g4 was just horrible,” Kamsky
said. “I started playing for a win somewhere,
but it was not based on reality.” The move
allowed the strong rejoinder 30. 3! which
gave White’s bishop life again. Kamsky
admitted he missed Carlsen’s reply.

Carlsen criticized his wandering rooks,
but said his aimlessness may have been
a hidden blessing. “I lost of couple of tempi
but it allowed him to attack,” Carlsen said.
“I'm not particularly worried about getting
mated.”

Slav Defense (D15)

GM Magnus Carlsen (2970)

GM Gata Kamsky (2824)

Sinquefield Cup 2013 (1), St. Louis, Missouri,
09.09.2013

1. Nf3 Nf6 2. c4 c6 3.d4 d5 4. Nc3 a6 5. e3
Bf5 6. Bd3 Bxd3 7. Qxd3 e6 8. 0-0 Bb4 9. Bd2
Bxc3

This is an odd move, but [ suppose it is
fine. Black normally would wait for White
to force events with a3.

10.Bxc3 0-0 11. a4 Nbd7 12. a5 Ne4 13. Bb4
Re8 14. Racl h5

During the live commentary, Ian Rogers
went for a break about three minutes
before Gata played this move. I was in
complete shock! When Ian came back, I
asked what he thought, and he had the
same reaction as I. Later that day I spoke
to all the commentators, and they all felt
the same way. Gata was certainly in an
aggressive mood this event! This seems
quite weakening, but Magnus’ slow and
unsure play makes this move look great!

15. Ne5 Qc7 16. Nxd7 Qxd7 17. Qe2

The beginning of Magnus’ ineffective
play.

17... Nf6 18. Rfd1 Qc7 19. h3 Rad8 20. b3
Rd7 21. Rc2 Qd8 22. Rcc1?!

=0- Uy
1AL E
1 1 ta
i X 1
Q7R
Z i Wz
&l &t
HON &

What? Magnus isn’t doing anything,
and now Black is completely equal.

22...h4 23.Bel Ne4 24. Qg4 g5

I think 24. ... f5 is more accurate, but
Black should still be fine here.

25. cxd5 f5! 26. Qf3 cxd5?!

This is playable, but Black is at least
equal after 26. ... Rxd5! and the “c” file is
sealed off.

27.Rc2 Rg7 28. Rdc1 Nf6?

Retreating the knight to a worse square!
Now Magnus is clearly on top. Black was
totally fine after 28. ... g4!

29.Qd1!

Magnus’ play was nothing special the
first 28 moves. Now, however, he plays like
a super machine on a good day! I have
nothing but the highest praise for the way
White plays the remainder of the game. The
Qf3 retreats to d1 to prepare the later f2-f3!
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29. ... g4 30. f3! axh3

Now we see why 29. Qd1 and not 29.
Qe2? The g2-pawn is defended by the Rc2.

31. Bxh4 Kf7 32. Qel!

Very impressive. Defending a5, and now
the white queen has access to either flank.

32. ... hxg2 33. Rc7+ Re7 34. Bxf6! Kxf6 35.
Rc8 Qd6 36. Qh4+ Kf7 37. Qh5+ Rg6 38. f4!
Qa3
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Magnus thought Black would resign,
but said he missed 38. ... Qa3. Now White
can’t swing his ¢8-rook to g8 or h8 since
the cl-rook hangs. Still, Magnus finds the
win.

39, Qh8 Rg7 40. Qh5+ Rd6 41. Qh8 Rd7 42.
Qf8+ Kg6 43. Kxg2!

Now the Rcl has g1 and h1 to surround
the black king.

43. ... R4f7 44. Qd8 Rh7 45. Rg1 Qa2+ 46.

46. Kf1+? Kf6 is just a draw!

46. ... Kf6 47. Qg8 Rh3+ 48. Rg3 Rxg3+ 49.
Qxgd3, Black resigned.

Just incredible accuracy from Magnus
once he was winning.

Kamsky had the bad fortune of getting
black twice in a row to open the event,
while Nakamura was white again. The two
played for the first time in St. Louis since
their dramatic 2012 U.S. Championship

game, when Nakamura won late in the
tournament to leapfrog Kamsky and
eventually win the title.

A confident Nakamura played the first
dozen moves in negative time, thanks to
the 30-second increment. His teeth came

“I am Gata.
| like to sign
on the ‘q.’”
KAMSKY




“| just have to be
Bobby Fischer,

plain and simple.”
NAKAMURA

y

out early, with the typical knight sacrifice
on d5 and the less common early queen
sortie to h5 (though not as atypical as his
youthful experiences with 2. Qh5). Both
players labored in the complicated
middlegame. Nakamura had two minutes
to play nine not-obvious moves to make
the time control at move 40. One of the
best blitz players in the world, he found
the right path.

Nakamura’s on-the-spot analysis was
that Kamsky’s activity again got him in
trouble. He said that 27. ... €5 and 28. ...
Qd6 is where Kamsky “probably went
wrong.” He added that, like Carlsen in
game one, he understood the desire to
get activity, since White’s passed h-pawn
will eventually become a nuisance. A few
moves later, Nakamura said he became
fully confident after the piece redirection
32. Be2.

Sicilian Defense, Kan Variation (B43)
GM Hikaru Nakamura (2857)

GM Gata Kamsky (2824)

Sinquefield Cup 2013 (2), St. Louis, Missouri,
09.10.2013

1. e4 c5 2. Nf3 e6 3. d4 cxd4 4. Nxd4 a6 5.
Nc3 b5 6. Bd3 Bb7 7. 0-0 Nc6 8. Nxc6 Bxc6 9.
Rel Qb8

This is rare with 9. ... BcS being the
main line. Who was the best player to

play 9. ... Qb8 previously? Nakamural!
10.a4 b4 11.Nd5

11....Bd6 12. Qh5 Ne7

Both players got to this position playing
very rapidly. Now they start to slow down.
White has to be better, with his more
active pieces.

13. Nxe7 Bxe7 14.b3 a5

Ian and I did not like this move during
our live commentary. This is slow, and
gives White time to start a nice attack.

15. Bb2 Bf6 16. Bxf6 gxf6 17. e5
Black is in a lot of trouble.

17...Rg8 18. 43 R45

(see diagram top of next column)
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19. Qh6!

This is much better than taking on h7.
I thought Kamsky would lose quickly, but
he is incredibly resourceful!

19.... Rxe5 20. Qxf6 Rh5 21. Be4

Probably not the best. Simply bringing
the al-rook to the center with Rad1 gives
White a clear advantage.

21... Qd8 22. Qf3 Rc5 23. Qe3?

23. Bxcb Rxc6 24. Re4 gives White a
nice edge. Now it’s about equal.

23...Qe7?

The following line is equal 23. ... Re5! 24.
Qd4 Rxe4 25. Rxe4 Bxe4 26. Qxe4 h6
according to the engines, but, for some
reason, both players liked White here.

24. Bxh7 5 25. B46+ Kd8
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Also possible was 25. ... Kf8. Both sides
are playing for a win!
26. Racl Kc7 27. Bh5 e5?

Time trouble was approaching, and even
though Hikaru had less time, he was able
to keep a cool head. Better was 27. ... Qd6.

28. 42!

How about playing 28. c3! The point of
Racl!.

28. ... Qd6 29. Rf1 exf4 30. Qxf4 Be4

30. ... Qxf4 31. Rxf4 Be4 32. Bf3 d5
should be a draw but Kamsky wants to win!

31. Qf2 Rc3 32.Be2

(see diagram top of next column)

“l wasn't
expecting so
many people
to come to
watch chess.”

ARONIAN

32... Kb7?

Played after long thought, but not a
good move. Instead 32. ... Bb7 or 32. ...
Qh6 should maintain a dynamic equality.

33. Red1! Qe6 34. Bc4! d5 35. Qc5!

Hikaru plays perfectly with little time on
his clock!

35....Rd8?

Also winning for White is 35. ... Qc6
36. Qxd5!! Rxc2 37. Qf7+ Kb6 38. Rf2.

36. Qxa5!
(see diagram top of next pade)
36. ... Rxc2 37. Rf2! Rxf2 38. Qxd8 Rg2+ 39.

Kf1 Rb2 40. Bxd5+ Bxd5 41. Qxd5+ Qxd5 42.
Rxd5, Black resigned.

www.uschess.org 2 1
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Hikaru played amazingly well in time
trouble, and now has a winning endgame.
Gata has seen enough.

= |1

Meanwhile, fans had to bounce their
attention back and forth like a tennis
match to the other game, Aronian-Carlsen.
The sands of their hourglass fell just as
quickly, with Aronian needing to make
seven moves with 90 seconds remaining on
his clock. In the end, he saved what he
called an “unpleasant position.”

Both players tried to surprise each other
out of the opening. Carlsen played the
Dutch, something he employs less than
one percent of the time in response to 1.
d4. Aronian attempted a line with 5. Bf4,
which historically has not troubled Black.
Nor did it this game, as a few moves later,
the bishop dropped back to h2 and
struggled for daylight all game. Carlsen
owned the only open file but chose not to
take any chances and the game petered
out into a draw.

“The position that I received because of
my brilliant variation wasn’t very good,”
Aronian said, sarcastic of his choice of
variations.

“I used to play the Dutch a bit 10 years
ago,” Carlsen said. “There was an IM
[international master] on ICC [Internet
Chess Club] who played Bf4 all the time,
but I never could understand it.”

To remain coy before his world champi-
onship match, Carlsen was expected to
keep his secrets opaque and vary his
repertoire. His choice of the Dutch was also
based on nationalism.

“l thought Aronian’s games with the
Dutch haven’t been clearly impressive,”
Carlsen said. “And also my friend Jon
Ludvig Hammer, he got beat by Kamsky
with the Dutch in the World Cup. I
thought, ‘Why not give it a try?’”

After only two rounds, the players were
already on unique scores. Nakamura and
Carlsen, arguably the most anticipated
matchup, led with 2/2 and 1%/2, respec-
tively, and would play in round three.
Nowadays, when the two play, the subplot
is always when will Nakamura break
through against Carlsen? Going into the
Sinquefield Cup, he was winless against
seven losses and 13 draws lifetime. Aronian
had a lone draw and Kamsky would try to

2 2 December 2013 | Chess Life

get on the board with his first white.

Both Americans managed their time
better in round three. Nakamura decided
to wear sunglasses, in an homage to this
magazine’s long-tenured columnist GM
Pal Benko, who needed an edge when
facing GM Mikhail Tal in 1959. Nakamura
admitted that the day had special signif-
icance beyond his esteemed opponent. It
was the 12th anniversary of the September
11 attacks on his home town, New York
City, and also the 62nd birthday of his
stepfather, FM Sunil Weeramantry (for
more on the importance that he places
on family, see the sidebar).

Though playing black, Nakamura took
the initiative early and was the aggressor.
GM Nigel Short, calling in to the live show,
assessed him as a “phenomenally good
tactician, whereas Magnus’ strength is a
Karpovian strength ... Hikaru has not
been able to land those tactical blows that
he is able to against weaker opponents.”
Once again, this proved true, as Carlsen
found a fortress-like defense.

King’s Indian Defense,

Fianchetto Variation (E62)

GM Magnus Carlsen (2970)

GM Hikaru Nakamura (2857)

Sinquefield Cup 2013 (3), St. Louis, Missouri,
09.11.2013

1. d4 Nf6 2. c4 g6 3. Nf3 Bg7 4. 43 0-0 5. Bg2
d6 6. Nc3 Nc6 7. 0-0 Rb8

Nakamura is never timid, and plays a
sharp King’s Indian against Magnus. At
this point, Hikaru was 2-0 in the event!

8.Bf4 a6 9. Rc1 h6 10. b3 g5!?

Super sharp play from Hikaru. Magnus
is up to the challenge.

11.d5

11. Bd2 leaves d4 weak, and 11. Be3
Ng4 looks good for Black, so Magnus more
or less needs to play 11. d5.

11. ... gxf4 12. dxc6 fxg3 13. hxg3 b5!?

Again, Hikaru plays the most chal-
lenging move. The engines like White, but
as Shabalov would say ‘Black’s dynamic
potential is through the roof!’

14. cxb5

Engines prefer 14. Qd3! trying to keep
Black bottled up.

14. ... axb5 15. b4 d5 16. Qd3 Qd6

)5

And Chess Life just asked me to review
the book Pawn Structure Chess ... sigh. ...
[See January 2014 issue for this review.
~ed.]

17.Nd4 Qxb4 18. a4!

Many times during the event, the en-
gines would suggest “computer” moves
that humans would never consider ... then
... Magnus would play those moves!

18. ... Ne4 19. Ndxb5 Nxc3 20. Nxc3 Bxc3!

Is GM Eddie Gufeld turning in his grave
at this voluntary relinquishing of the King’s
Indian bishop! But, again, the dynamism
of the position demands calculation and
the capture of many pawns!
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22. Qxd5 Qxc3 23. Qxf5

Hikaru thought Magnus’ decision to
sacrifice the Exchange instead of trading
queens with 21. Qxc3 was absolutely
correct.

23....Rfd8 24. Bf3

Black has a very difficult task winning
with his extra material. White is super
solid and has a strong c6-pawn.

24. ... Ra8 25. Qe4 Qf6 26. Qb4 Ra7 27. K42
Rda8 28. Qg4+ Kf8 29. Qd7 e6 30. Rd1 Qe5
31.Rh1 Kg7

Better chances were offered by 31...
Rxa4. Hikaru later said this was his last
chance to play for a win. 31. ... Rxa4 32.



“[Aronia ﬁl@] playing se badly against [the Dutch],

| think he's going to single-handedly revive it.”

CARLSEN
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Rxh6?! Rd4! 33. Rh5 Rxd7 34. Rxe5 Rd4
with some winning chances.

32. Rb1 Rxa4 33. Rb7 R4a7 34. Qe7 Rxb7 35.
cxb7 Rb8 36. Qd7 c5 37. Qc6 Kf6 38. Kh2 Ke7
39. Kg2 f5 40. Qc8 Qd6 41. e3 Kf6 42. Kh2
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Yasser Seirawan was quite perturbed
with Hikaru’s draw offer here. He thought
Black had good winning chances. Yasser
and I looked at it the next day outside
the chess club, and I eventually agreed
that Black has chances. Black has a lot of
ideas of running around with his king
and trying to advance the c5-pawn. But
Hikaru, like the chess engines, thought it
was just equal ... so ...

42. ... h5, Draw agreed.

Nakamura could take solace in having
the better position for most of the battle.
For the first time all tournament, Carlsen
was visibly uncomfortable after 21. ... BfS.
Not so for Nakamura, who spent much of
the game either nodding or turned away
from the board (though his gaze remained
mysterious, thanks to the Ray-Bans). Both
are typical for him when he believes in his
position. Had he been able to score his
first win against the world number one on
such a significant day, Nakamura said,
“That would have been really sweet.”

“I definitely suffered,” Carlsen said. “At
some point I was burning a lot of time, but
still there was some kind of inherent
solidity when I gave up the Exchange.”
Carlsen said the decision tree after 18. ...
Ne4 was exceptionally difficult. “There
were just so many possibilities, [ couldn't
calculate them all.”

He added that playing an opponent in
shades was a first. “I didn't think too
much about it, his antics. People take
themselves too seriously, especially chess
players. You’re never really disrespecting
your opponent by what kind of clothes
you wear.”

On the other board, a gun-shy Kamsky
changed strategy from the first two games.
After 1. d4 Nf6 2. Nf3 d5, he played the
timid 3. c¢3, looked over at the crowd of
spectators, and gave a sheepish smile.
“The last two games I realized I'm not
really in good form,” Kamsky said. “I
needed to save my energy for the rest day.
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I decided no more active chess. Draw, and
go home.” He managed just that, despite
admitting that “I screwed up and Black
was even better.”

During the rest day, all four players
and their small entourages went to the
St. Louis Cardinals baseball game. It was
not really a “Field of Dreams” moment,
since Carlsen had never been to a baseball
game before. But how many first-time fans
are on field before the game, recognized by
the public address announcer, get their
picture on the Jumbotron, and sit in a
private luxury suite? Though the home
team lost, he got his sporting wish.

You don’t have to be a baseball fan to
know a “home run.” With two outs and
two strikes in the bottom of the ninth, the
260-pound and decidedly un-chess player
like Matt Adams crushed a pitch into the
Cardinal bullpen in right-center field.
Despite the excitement, Carlsen said he
liked football better (the players were also
guests of honor at the St. Louis Rams’
opener, where they beat the other Cardinals,
of Arizona, on a late field goal).

For the two players in the bottom half,
the rest day energized Aronian, but did
little for Kamsky. The next round also
threw the leaderboard into disarray.

Aronian took white against Nakamura.
Lately, when the two go head-to-head, it
is more like baseball—ties are not possible.
Counting their first-round game, the two
had played six consecutive decisive games
in classical time controls.

Neither man had shaved since the
tournament began, and the game could
have produced some gray hairs for the
leader. Aronian played faster out of the
opening, choosing a quieter system than
Carlsen did against Nakamura’s King's
Indian. White punched holes in Black’s
king’s shelter, prompting the second player
to sacrifice a piece to liquidate the center
in hopes of 